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Words of welcome 
 
Hymn  
 

This joyful Eastertide, 
away with sin and sorrow! 
My Love, the Crucified, 
hath sprung to life this morrow: 
 
Had Christ, that once was slain, 
n’er burst his three-day prison, 
our faith had been in vain; 
but now hath Christ arisen, 
arisen, arisen; arisen! 
 
My flesh in hope shall rest 
and for a season slumber 
till trump from east to west 
shall wake the dead in number: Refrain 
 
Death’s flood hath lost its chill 
since Jesus crossed the river; 
Lover of souls, from ill 
my passing soul deliver: Refrain 

George Woodward (1848-1934) 
 

The president says 
 

In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
The Greeting  

The Lord be with you  
and also with you. 

 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
 
 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
with healing for all. 
Let us turn to the Lord, in sorrow for our sins, 
seeking healing and salvation. 
 

Silence is kept.  
 

We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
The president says 
 

Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive you your sins, 
open your eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen you to do God’s will 
and give you the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
The Collect 

Let us pray. 
 
Silence is kept.  
 

Risen Christ, 
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 
open the doors of our hearts, 
that we may seek the good of others 
and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace 
to the praise of God the Father  
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Readings 
 
Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
them: 

You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, 
wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 
yourselves know—this man, handed over to you according to the 
definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by 
the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having 
freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in 
its power. For David says concerning him, 

 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
    for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
   therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
    moreover my flesh will live in hope. 
  For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
    or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
  You have made known to me the ways of life; 
    you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David 
that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.  
Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to 
him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 
Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, 
saying, 

‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
    nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.  
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 
 

Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there is hatred let me bring your love; 
Where there is injury your pardon, Lord; 
And where there's doubt true faith in you.  
 
Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console; 
To be understood as to understand; 
To be loved as to love with all my soul. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there's despair in life let me bring hope; 
Where there is darkness, only light; 
And where there's sadness, ever joy. 
Oh Master grant … 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
In giving of ourselves that we receive; 
And in dying that we're born to eternal life. 
 

Sebastian Temple (1928-1997) 
Words attributed to St Francis of Assisi. 

 
 

Gospel Reading 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’ 
Alleluia. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
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Gospel reading: John 20:19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear 
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 
with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 
them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ But 
Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have 
seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 
hand in his side, I will not believe.’ A week later his disciples were 
again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 
with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ Now Jesus 
did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 

 
Sermon 

 
Revd Dr Laura Biron Scott 

 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 

Let us declare our faith 
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, 
and this we believe. 
Amen. 

 
     Prayers of Intercession  

 
Led by Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 

 
Lord, hear us.  
Lord, graciously hear us. 

The Peace  
 
 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  
‘Peace be with you.’ 	 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.  
 
The peace of the risen Christ be always with you  
and also with you. Alleluia.  
 

Preparation of the Table 
 

 
Hymn 
 

The strife is o'er, the battle done; 
now is the Victor’s triumph won; 
O let the song of praise be sung: 
Alleluia! 
 
Death’s mightiest powers have done their worst, 
and Jesus hath his foes dispersed; 
let shouts of praise and joy outburst: 
Alleluia! 
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On the third morn he rose again 
glorious in majesty to reign; 
O let us swell the joyful strain: 
Alleluia! 
 
Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee 
from death’s dread sting thy servants free, 
that we may live, and sing to thee 
Alleluia! 

Francis Pott (1822-1909) 
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine Prayer 
 

Risen Lord Jesus Christ, 
we believe you, and all we have heard is true.  
When you break bread 
may we recognize you as the fire that burns within us, that we 
may bring light to your world. 
Amen.  

 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer E 
 

The Lord be with you  
and also with you.  
 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
always and everywhere to give you thanks,  
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works.  
For by the mystery of his passion  
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,  
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
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He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation  
sing for ever the hymn of your glory.  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
  
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
  
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
  
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
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Jesus Christ is Lord:  
Lord, by your cross and resurrection  
you have set us free. 	 
You are the Saviour of the world.  
 Amen.  
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
  

The Lord’s Prayer  
Please sit or kneel  
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

   Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  

 

 
We say 

 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
 

 

The president receives communion whilst people join in from their 
homes. 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
 

To be said by those unable to receive communion – or you may wish 
to say a personal prayer of your own. 

 
Lord Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy 
Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, 
I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and 
embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let 
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life 
until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and 
unending peace. Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
The Sending Out 
 
Hymn 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
to his feet thy tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
who like me his praise should sing? 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
Praise the everlasting King. 

Praise him for his grace and favour 
to our fathers in distress; 
praise him still the same as ever, 
slow to chide, and swift to bless: 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
glorious in his faithfulness! 

Father-like he tends and spares us, 
well our feeble frame he knows; 
in his hand he gently bears us, 
rescues us from all our foes: 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
widely as his mercy flows. 
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 Angels, help us to adore him; 
ye behold him face to face; 
sun and moon, bow down before him, 
dwellers all in time and space: 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
praise with us the God of grace. 

Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847) 
 
 

The Blessing 
 
 God the Father, 

by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life;  
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen 

 
 

The Dismissal 
 

With the risen life of Christ within you, 	 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  
 

 
 
Copyright: Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, © The 
Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2008, Common Worship: Times and Seasons, © The Archbishop's 
Council 2006. 

 


