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Words of welcome 
 
Hymn  
 

The church's one foundation 
is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
she is his new creation 
by water and the Word: 
from heav'n he came and sought her 
to be his holy bride; 
with his own blood he bought her, 
and for her life he died. 

Elect from ev'ry nation, 
yet one o'er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation 
one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
one holy name she blesses, 
partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses, 
with ev'ry grace endued. 

Though with a scornful wonder 
men see her sore oppressed, 
by schisms rent asunder, 
by heresies distressed, 
yet saints their watch are keeping, 
their cry goes up, "How long?" 
And soon the night of weeping 
shall be the morn of song. 

'Mid toil and tribulation, 
and tumult of her war, 
she waits the consummation 
of peace forevermore; 
till with the vision glorious 
her longing eyes are blest, 
and the great church victorious 
shall be the church at rest. 
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Yet she on earth hath union 
with the God the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion 
with those whose rest is won: 
O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace that we, 
like them, the meek and lowly, 
on high may dwell with thee. 

S.J. Stone (1839-1900), ‘Aurelia’ 
 
The president says 
 

In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Greeting  
The Lord be with you  
and also with you. 

 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

 
The Spirit of the Lord fills the world 
and knows our every word and deed. 
Let us then open ourselves to the Lord 
and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

Silence is kept.  
 

Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
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In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 

 
The president says 
 

Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive you your sins, 
open your eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen you to do God’s will 
and give you the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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The Collect 
Let us pray. 

 
Silence is kept.  
 

Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
 
First Reading: Acts 7:55-end 
 
But filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw 
the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ 
he said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God!’ But they covered their ears, and with a loud 
shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of 
the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at 
the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt 
down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them.’ When he had said this, he died. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here; 
Come bow before him now with reverence and fear: 
In him no sin is found - we stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 
He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned: 
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How awesome is the sight - our radiant King of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.  

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place; 
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace - 
No work too hard for him. In faith receive from him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 

David Evans, © 1986 Thankyou Music 

 
Gospel Reading 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’ 
Alleluia. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

Gospel reading: John 14.1-14 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were 
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.  

And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said 
to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know 
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, 
and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all 
this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you 
not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father 
who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father 
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and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because 
of the works themselves.  

Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, 
because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my 
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name 
you ask me for anything, I will do it.  

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 

 
Sermon 

 
Revd Prof Rob Gilbert  

 
Affirmation of Faith 

 
Let us declare our faith 
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, 
and this we believe. 
Amen. 

 
     Prayers of Intercession  

 
Lord, hear us.  
Lord, graciously hear us. 
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The Peace  
 
 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  
‘Peace be with you.’  
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.  
 
The peace of the risen Christ be always with you  
and also with you. Alleluia.  

 
 

Preparation of the Table 
 
Hymn 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
be all else but naught to me, save that thou art-- 
be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word; 
Be thou ever with me and I with three, Lord; 
be thou my great Father, and I thy true son; 
be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for my fight; 
be thou my whole armour, be thou my delight, 
be thou my soul's shelter, be thou my strong tow'r: 
O raise thou me heav'n-ward, great pow'r of my pow'r. 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
be thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
be thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
O sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright sun, 
O grant me its joys, after victory is won! 
Great heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be Thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 

Trans. Mary E Byrne (1880-1931), ‘Slane’ 
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Taking of the Bread and Wine Prayer 
 

Be present, be present 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 
Amen.  

 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 The Lord be with you 
 and also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 
When we turned away 
you did not reject us, 
but came to meet us in your Son. 
You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 
 
In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 
He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
 
On the night he was betrayed, 
at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his body is the bread of life.  
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At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his blood is shed for all.  
 
As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
 
With your whole Church throughout the world 
we offer you this sacrifice of praise 
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 
  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
   

 Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 

Let us pray with confidence as our saviour has taught us 
 

 Our Father, 
 who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
 and lead us not into temptation 
 but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  

 

 
We say 

 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
 

 

The president receives communion whilst people join in from their 
homes. 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
 

To be said by those unable to receive communion – or you may wish 
to say a personal prayer of your own. 

 
Lord Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy 
Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, 
I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and 
embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let 
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life 
until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and 
unending peace. Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
 Eternal God, 
 whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, 
 the truth, and the life: 
 grant us to walk in his way, 
 to rejoice in his truth, 
 and to share his risen life; 
 who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 
 
The Sending Out 
 
Hymn 

 
Let us build a house 
where love can dwell 
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ 
shall end divisions. 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house 
where prophets speak, 
and words are strong and true, 
where all God’s children dare to seek 
to dream God’s reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God’s grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus. 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet. 
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Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ 
the feast that frees us. 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house 
where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
and live the Word they’ve known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
bears the image of God’s face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger. 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house 
where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, 
taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim 
from floor to rafter. 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 
 

Marty Haugen (1950-) 
 

The Blessing 
 
 God the Father, 

by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life;  
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen 
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The Dismissal 
 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  
 
 

Closing Music 
 
  Arabesque No. 1, Claude Debussy 
  Recorded by Rosie Tweddle 
 
 
 
Copyright: Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, © The 
Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2008, Common Worship: Times and Seasons, © The Archbishop's 
Council 2006. 


