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Words of welcome 
 
Hymn 
 

Beauty for brokenness 
Hope for despair 
Lord, in the suffering 
This is our prayer 
Bread for the children 
Justice, joy, peace 
Sunrise to sunset 
Your kingdom increase! 
 
Shelter for fragile lives 
Cures for their ills 
Work for the craftsman 
Trade for their skills 
Land for the dispossessed 
Rights for the weak 
Voices to plead the cause 
Of those who can't speak 
 
God of the poor 
Friend of the weak 
Give us compassion we pray 
Melt our cold hearts 
Let tears fall like rain 
Come, change our love 
From a spark to a flame 
 
Refuge from cruel wars 
Havens from fear 
Cities for sanctuary 
Freedoms to share 
Peace to the killing-fields 
Scorched earth to green 
Christ for the bitterness 
His cross for the pain 
 
God of the poor …  
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Rest for the ravaged earth 
Oceans and streams 
Plundered and poisoned 
Our future, our dreams 
Lord, end our madness 
Carelessness, greed 
Make us content with 
The things that we need 
 
God of the poor …  
 
Lighten our darkness 
Breathe on this flame 
Until your justice 
Burns brightly again 
Until the nations 
Learn of your ways 
Seek your salvation 
And bring you their praise 
 
God of the poor …  
 
Graham Kendrick (© 1993 Make Way Music) 

 
Please sit. 

 
 In the name of the Father 
 and of the Son 
 and of the Holy Spirit 
 Amen. 

The Greeting 
 Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you  
and also with you. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
 

God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, 
to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
 

Silence is kept.  
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy, forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with you,  
our God. Amen. 
 
 
Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive you your sins, 
open your eyes to God's truth, 
strengthen you to do God's will 
and give you the joy of God’s kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
The Collect 

Let us pray 
 
Silence is kept 

 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
increase in us your gift of faith 
that, forsaking what lies behind 
and reaching out to that which is before, 
we may run the way of your commandments 
and win the crown of everlasting joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 25.1-9 

O Lord, you are my God; 
   I will exalt you, I will praise your name; 
for you have done wonderful things, 
   plans formed of old, faithful and sure.  
For you have made the city a heap, 
   the fortified city a ruin; 
the palace of aliens is a city no more, 
   it will never be rebuilt.  
Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 
   cities of ruthless nations will fear you.  
For you have been a refuge to the poor, 
   a refuge to the needy in their distress, 
   a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,  
   the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, 
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 
   the song of the ruthless was stilled.  
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
   a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines, 
   of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained    
   clear.  
And he will destroy on this mountain 
   the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
   the sheet that is spread over all nations;  
he will swallow up death for ever. 
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
   and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
   for the Lord has spoken.  
It will be said on that day, 
   Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save 
us. 
   This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
   let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.  
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
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Hymn 
 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 
He makes me lie in pastures green. 
He leads me by the still, still waters, 
his goodness restores my soul. 
 
And I will trust in you alone, 
and I will trust in you alone, 
for your endless mercy follows me, 
your goodness will lead me home. 
 
He guides my ways in righteousness, 
and he anoints my head with oil, 
and my cup, it overflows with joy, 
I feast on his pure delights. 
 
And though I walk the darkest path, 
I will not fear the evil one, 
for you are with me, and your rod and staff 
are the comfort I need to know. 

 
Gospel Reading 

 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Gospel reading: Matthew 22. 1-14 

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for 
his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the 
wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other 
slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have 
prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” 
But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to 
his business, while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and 
killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed 
those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, 
“The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go 
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the 
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wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and 
gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding 
hall was filled with guests.  

‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there 
who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, “Friend, 
how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was 
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and 
foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are 
chosen.’  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 

 
Sermon 

 
Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 
 

 
Please stand 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
 
We believe and trust in God the Father Almighty. 
We believe and trust in Jesus Christ His Son. 
We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit. 
We believe and trust in the Three in One 
 
     From the Northumbrian Community 

 
Please sit 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
These responses may be used 

 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
And at the end 
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 Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Peace  
 
Blessed are the peacemakers,  
for they shall be called children of God. 
We meet in the name of Christ 
and we share Christ’s peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you  
and also with you.  
 

We share the peace with a simple bow or wave to those around us 
Please sit 
 
Anthem – Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, Wesley 

 
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine  
  
 As the grain once scattered in the fields 
 and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
 are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 
 so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together 
 from the corners of the earth 
 into your kingdom. Amen  

 
The Eucharistic Prayer  

 

 The Lord be with you 
 and also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 
When we turned away 
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you did not reject us, 
but came to meet us in your Son. 
You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 
 
In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 
He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
 
On the night he was betrayed, 
at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his body is the bread of life.  

 
Bells are rung 

 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his blood is shed for all.  
 

Bells are rung 
 
As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
 
With your whole Church throughout the world 
we offer you this sacrifice of praise 
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  

   

 Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 

As our saviour taught us, so we pray. 
 Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,   
 your kingdom come, your will be done,                                                                      
 on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.                                             
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.                                 
 Lead us not into temptation  
 but deliver us from evil.                                                          
 For the kingdom, the power  
 and the glory are yours,                                                               
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  

 
We say 

 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
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grant us peace. 
 

Giving of Communion 
God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 
 
As the president receives the bread and wine, all who wish to 
receive communion join in saying ‘Amen’. 

 
The body of Christ, keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
The blood of Christ, keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 
Communion will be administered in silence. Please remain seated 
while we bring communion to you. If you do not wish to receive 
communion, the priest will pray a silent blessing instead – please 
clearly hold this service booklet to indicate this.  

 
Prayer after Communion 

 
We praise and thank you, O Christ, for this sacred feast: 
for here we receive you, 
here the memory of your passion is renewed, 
here our minds are filled with grace, 
and here a pledge of future glory is given, 
when we shall feast at that table where you reign 
with all your saints for ever. Amen. 
 
Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
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so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
The Sending Out 
            
Hymn 
 

Jerusalem the golden, 
with milk and honey blest, 
beneath thy contemplation 
sink heart and voice opprest. 
I know not, O I know not 
what joys await us there, 
what radiancy of glory, 
what light beyond compare. 
 
They stand, those halls of Sion, 
conjubilant with song, 
and bright with many an angel, 
and all the martyr throng; 
the Prince is ever with them, 
the daylight is serene, 
the pastures of the blessèd 
are decked in glorious sheen. 
 
There is the throne of David; 
and there, from care released, 
the song of them that triumph, 
the shout of them that feast; 
and they, who with their leader 
have conquered in the fight, 
for ever and for ever 
are clad in robes of white. 
 
O sweet and blessèd country, 
shall I ever see thy face?  
O sweet and blessèd country 
shall I ever win thy grace?  
Exult, O dust and ashes, 



page 14 

The Lord shall be thy part: 
His only,  his for ever, 
Thou shalt be and thou art!  

 
The Blessing 

 
This or another blessing is used 

 
The love of the Lord Jesus 
draw you to himself, 
the power of the Lord Jesus 
strengthen you in his service, 
the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

Please take this booklet away with you, and recycle it when you 
have finished with it. 
 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England copyright © The 
Archbishops’ Council 2000 and 2006. Produced under CCL 234208. 
 
Notices 
 
Flowers 
The flowers in the church today are in memory of Janet Masters’ 
parents, Eric and Lily Taylor. 
 
NHS Covid-19 App 
If you have the NHS Covid-19 App, please ‘check in’ to the church building using 
the QR code at the door when you come on Sundays or in the week. 
 
Reflections on Mission in Covid Times 
Over the next few weeks, we will be seeking God’s wisdom as we reflect on what 
we have been learning about mission during this time of pandemic. Rob’s sermon 
today will connect with the fourth mark of mission: to transform unjust 
structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and pursue peace and 
reconciliation. 
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Abseil for Christian Aid                                                                       
Christian Aid are arranging a sponsored abseil from the tower of Mary Magdalen 
church in Oxford on Saturday 17th October, and our very own Lay Minister 
Joan Walding is going to be taking up the challenge! Please support her by going 
online hthq.uk to sponsor her or ring Helen in the Parish Office on 762931 if you 
can’t go online. 
 
Zoom Book Club: Compassion 
Magdalene Sacranie from the UK Task Force on Compassion will be running a 
Zoom book club discussing Karen Armstrong’s Twelve Steps to a Compassionate 
Life. This will meet monthly on the first Wednesday of the month, beginning 
Wednesday November 4th at 8pm. Please let Laura know (vicar@hthq.uk) if you 
would like to sign up. 
 
Soul Space on C.S. Lewis.                                                                          
Two Soul Space episodes exploring C.S. Lewis - his life, ideas and connection to 
our church—are available to listen to online. You can listen on the church 
website, or Radio Cherwell (broadcast times are 7.30am on Sundays, 8pm on 
Tuesdays, 1pm on Fridays). Thank you to Mike and Ruth Wooldridge for this 
initiative, and to Mike for offering his time and expert broadcasting skills in the 
production of these programmes. 
 
Readings and Intercessions for Sunday worship 
Please let Helen know (office@hthq.uk) if you would like to volunteer to read and 
lead intercessions on a Sunday morning or to do just the first reading on a 
particular Sunday. The same person or members of the same household will 
need to do the first reading and lead the intercessions.  
 
APCM: Wednesday 21st October 7.30pm                                                 
Our Annual Church Meeting will be held on Wednesday 21st October, 7.15pm for 
7.30pm, postponed from April. This meeting will be held online, via Zoom. 
Nominations for PCC and deanery remain open and we are particularly looking 
for one new deanery synod rep. The annual trustees report and church activities 
booklet is now available on our parish website. Please contact Helen 
(office@hthq.uk) to request a printed copy of the activities booklet.  
 
Morning Prayer  
Morning prayer has resumed at 9am on Mondays only to begin with. We will 
meet in the Chancel – please bring your own Bible (or Bible App!) 
 

 
Holy Trinity Headington Quarry  

An open door between heaven and earth,  
showing God’s love to all. 

 
Contact us 

Vicar: Revd Dr Laura Biron-Scott 
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vicar@hthq.uk   01865 762835 
Associate Priest: Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 

associatepriest@hthq.uk 
Licensed Lay Minister:  Joan Walding LLM 

layminister@hthq.uk 
Parish Office: office@hthq.uk  01865 762931 

Churchwardens: wardens@hthq.uk  
Pastoral Care  

Please contact Laura or any member of the team if you or someone 
you know is in need of pastoral support: 

Helen Day, Anne Tarrasenko, Nell Slocock, Sue Saville,  
Margaret Taylor. 

Website:   www.hthq.org.uk 


