Ho ly Trinity

Headington Quarry

Second Sbmday Ioefore Advent

th
15 November 2020



Words of welcome and parish prayer
Hymn

Fill your hearts with joy and gladness,
sing and praise your God and mine!
Great the Lord in love and wisdom,
might and majesty divine!

He who framed the starry heavens
knows and names them as they shine.

Praise the Lord, his people, praise him!
Wounded souls his comfort know;
those who fear him find his mercies,
peace for pain and joy for woe;
humble hearts are high exalted,
human pride and power laid low.

Praise the Lord for times and seasons,
cloud and sunshine, wind and rain;
spring to melt the snows of winter

till the waters flow again;

grass upon the mountain pastures,
golden valleys thick with grain.

Fill your hearts with joy and gladness,
peace and plenty crown your days;
love his laws, declare his judgements,
walk in all his words and ways;

he the Lord and we his children:
praise the Lord, all people, praise!

Please sit.

In the name of the Father
and of the Son

and of the Holy Spirit
Amen.



The Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
and also with you.

Prayers of Penitence

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at
hand.’

So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ,
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.

Silence is kept.

Most merciful God,

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

we confess that we have sinned

in thought, word and deed.

We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy, forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,

and direct what we shall be;

that we may do justly,

love mercy, and walk humbly with you,

our God. Amen.

Almighty God,

who in Jesus Christ has given us

a kingdom that cannot be destroyed,
forgive you your sins,

open your eyes to God's truth,
strengthen you to do God's will

and give you the joy of God’s kingdom,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Gloria in Excelsis

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

The Collect
Let us pray

Silence is kept

Heavenly Lord,

you long for the world’s salvation:

stir us from apathy,

restrain us from excess

and revive in us new hope

that all creation will one day be healed
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word

New Testament Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5.1-11

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you
do not need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves
know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night. When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden
destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a
pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are
not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are
all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or
of darkness. So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us
keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and
those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the
day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and
for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for
wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who
died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with
him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as
indeed you are doing.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Taize Chant Stay with me
Gospel Reading

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel reading: Matthew 25. 14-30

For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he
went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at
once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same
way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But
the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in
the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master
of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one
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who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more
talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I
have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of
your master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward,
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have
made two more talents.” His master said to him, ‘Well done, good
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping
where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter
seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground.
Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked
and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow,
and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested
my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received
what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and
give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have,
more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for
this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon
Revd Dr Laura Biron Scott

Affirmation of Faith
Let us declare our faith in God.

We believe and trust in God the Father Almighty.
We believe and trust in Jesus Christ His Son.

We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit.

We believe and trust in the Three in One

From the Northumbrian Community
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Prayers of Intercession
These responses may be used

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

And at the end

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Peace

To crown all things there must be love
to bind all together and complete the whole.
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Hymn

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;

thy justice like mountains high soaring above

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all life Thou givest, to both great and small;

In all life Thou livest, the true life of all;

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
And wither and perish, but nought changeth Thee.
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Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all praise we would render; O help us to see
'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee!

Taking of the Bread and Wine

To you we come, Father of lights,

with angels and saints,

where heaven and earth unite.

May Jesus meet us in the breaking of the bread.
Amen

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation;
in your love you made us for yourself.

When we turned away

you did not reject us,

but came to meet us in your Son.

You embraced us as your children

and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.

In Christ you shared our life

that we might live in him and he in us.

He opened his arms of love upon the cross
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.

On the night he was betrayed,

at supper with his friends

he took bread, and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to them, saying:
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Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

Father, we do this in remembrance of him:
his body is the bread of life.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,

he gave you thanks, and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins;

do this in remembrance of me.

Father, we do this in remembrance of him:

his blood is shed for all.

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory,
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine

may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.

As we eat and drink these holy gifts

make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.

With your whole Church throughout the world
we offer you this sacrifice of praise
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in God’s new creation,

As our saviour taught us, so we pray.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
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as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power

and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

We say

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion
God’s holy gifts
for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

As the president receives the bread and wine, all who wish to
receive communion join in saying ‘Amen’.

The body of Christ, keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The blood of Christ, keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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Prayer after Communion

Gracious Lord,

in this holy sacrament

you give substance to our hope:

bring us at the last

to that fullness of life for which we long;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.

Father of all,

we give you thanks and praise,

that when we were still far off

you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,

and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Sending Out
Hymn

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,

be all else but naught to me, save that thou art;
be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,

be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord;
be thou my great Father, and I thy true son;
be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.
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Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight;

be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might;

be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower:

O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.

High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun,
O grant me its joys after victory is won;

great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.

The Blessing
This or another blessing is used

The love of the Lord Jesus

draw you to himself,

the power of the Lord Jesus

strengthen you in his service,

the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always. Amen

The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England copyright © The
Archbishops’ Council 2000 and 2006. Produced under CCL 234208.

Notices

New Lockdown

Communal worship is not currently permitted during the new lockdown, but we
will continue to broadcast audio services on Radio Cherwell and our parish
website, and our church building will remain open for private prayer and for
funeral services. We are asked to devote these four weeks to prayer, joining
together in prayer at 6pm every day - resources are on the Church of England
website and will be shared round our parish WhatsApp group. If you can, please
light a candle in your window at 6pm daily as a sign of Christ’s light shining in
the darkness.
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Building Project News

On Wednesday 4" November, Oxford City Council approved our planning
application for the church extension, a resubmission of the original plans
approved in 2016. At the meeting, council members spoke positively about the
sensitive design of the extension, and about supporting our clear need for better
facilities and accessibility. Jennifer Carpenter spoke against the plans on behalf
of the Holy Trinity Preservation Group, and concerns were raised about the need
to protect existing graves and the possibility of unmarked graves underneath the
new extension. Laura assured the committee that we will deal sensitively with
these concerns, which are also addressed in the faculty permission, and asks you
to continue to pray for the project as we move forwards positively and
peacefully.

The PCC are now discussing a proposal to phase the building project, which
means that the interior lighting work and other electrical rewiring would take
place first, before the extension and other reordering work. The proposed new
lighting design from Light Perceptions Ltd can be viewed on the church website.

PCC Meeting

The PCC will meet on Wednesday 25™ November at 7.30pm via Zoom. We
cannot leave approved minutes of meetings at the back of church any more, but
anyone on the electoral roll is welcome to view minutes that have been approved
and deemed non-confidential, and can request these electronically from the PCC
secretary (felicity.hthg@gmail.com) or in paper copy from the parish office.

Community Carols

We are currently exploring whether it would be possible to do some outdoor
carol singing at set locations around the parish, in collaboration with other
churches. A lot depends on the Covid-19 guidance that will be in place at the
time, but we have provisionally set at date of Monday 21 December at 5pm.
Please let Laura know (vicar@hthg.uk) if you would like to come and sing or play
an instrument.

Care Groups

As we approach what looks like set to be a difficult winter, we are forming a
network of care groups within the church community. Group members will be
asked to pray for one another, and also to provide practical support to one
another if necessary. You should hear about your group in the coming weeks,
and if you don’t wish to be part of this scheme, please just let Laura know.

Oxford’s Christmas Light Festival

Please see https://www.oxlightfest.com/ for more information about the
Christmas Light Festival taking place throughout the city on November 20%'-
22", pPlease do get creative by making something illuminated to share online, or
making a local light trail, or writing a message of hope and inspiration. We are
hoping to install an outdoor Christmas tree in the churchyard as part of the
festival. ‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it’
(John 1.5).
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November Newsletter
The latest newsletter has been sent to those on the mailing list and can be
viewed here: https://www.hthqg.uk/newsletter/

Prayers for Hope and Healing
Our fortnightly contemplative prayer gathering will continue on Thursday 19th
November at 8.30pm on Zoom.

Morning Prayer
We will now meet via Zoom at 9am on Mondays.

More Tea Vicar
Please join Laura for a Zoom cup of tea and chat every Wednesday at 3pm.

Amnesty International

Although we cannot gather this year to write Amnesty greetings cards, we invite
you to visit the Amnesty website to participate in the campaigns online:
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/write-for-rights

Welcome to Placement Students

We are delighted to welcome Ninus Khako and Ash David, from Ripon College
Cuddesdon, as placement students this year. We look forward to getting to know
them and supporting them on their journey towards ordination.

Holy Trinity Headington Quarry
An open door between heaven and earth,
showing God'’s love to all.
Contact us
Vicar: Revd Dr Laura Biron-Scott
vicar@hthq.uk 01865 762835
Associate Priest: Revd Prof Rob Gilbert
associatepriest@hthq.uk
Licensed Lay Minister: Joan Walding LLM
layminister@hthqg.uk
Parish Office: office@hthqg.uk 01865 762931
Churchwardens: wardens@hthqg.uk
Pastoral Care
Please contact Laura or any member of the team if you or someone
you know is in need of pastoral support:
Helen Day, Anne Tarrasenko, Nell Slocock, Sue Saville,
Margaret Taylor.
Website: www.hthg.org.uk
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