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The Gathering 
 
Welcome and parish prayer 
 
Hymn 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the guest, is on the way. 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the star, is on the way. 

Angels announce to man and beast 
Him who cometh from the East. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the Word, the Lord is coming. 
People look East, and sing today: 
Love the Lord is on the way.   

 
The Greeting 

 
 

In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you  
and also with you. 
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Now is the time to wake out of sleep, 
for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.  

 
   Lighting the Advent Wreath 

 
Once the candle is lit we say together  
 

Lord Jesus, light of the world, 
born in David’s city of Bethlehem, 
born like him to be a king: 
be born in our hearts at Christmas, 
be King of our lives today. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

 
A voice cries out in the wilderness,  
‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’  
So let us listen,  
and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith.  

 
Silence is kept 
 
 

Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly,  
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 
 

The almighty and merciful Lord 
Grant you pardon and forgiveness of all your sin, 
time for amendment of life, 
and the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
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The Collect 
 
Let us pray. 
 

Silence is kept 
 
Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

 
First Reading: 1 Corinthians 1.3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace 
of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you 
have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— 
just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— 
so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the 
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of 
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn  
 

Come, Thou Redeemer of the earth,  
And manifest Thy virgin birth:  
Let every age adoring fall;  
Such birth befits the God of all. 
 
Begotten of no human will,  
But of the Spirit, Thou art still  
The Word of God in flesh arrayed,  
The saviour now to us displayed.  
 
From God the Father He proceeds,  
To God the Father back He speeds;  
His course He runs to death and hell,  
Returning on God’s throne to dwell. 
 
O equal to the Father, Thou!  
Gird on thy fleshly mantle now;  
The weakness of our mortal state  
With deathless might invigorate. 
 
All praise eternal Son, to Thee, 
whose advent sets Thy people free, 
whom, with the Father, we adore, 
and Holy Ghost, for evermore. Amen.      

 
Words: St Ambrose (340-397) , trans. J.M. Neale (1818-1866) 

 
 

Gospel Reading 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Prepare the way of the Lord,  
make his paths straight,  
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.  
Alleluia. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
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Gospel reading: Mark 13.24-end 
 

‘But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
   and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great 
power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his 
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 
heaven. 
 
‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes 
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So 
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is 
near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 
away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you 
do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each 
with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 
Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And 
what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 

 
       Sermon 

Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 
 

 
The Creed 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
We believe and trust in God the Father. 
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Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
We believe and trust in God the Son. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
We believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit 
 
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 
In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid we pray to Jesus.  
 

These responses may be used 
 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
And at the end 
 
      Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Peace  
 

In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you  
and also with you.  
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Preparation of the Table 
 

 
Hymn 

 
Hark! a herald voice is calling: 
'Christ is nigh,' it seems to say; 
'Cast away the dreams of darkness, 
O ye children of the day!' 
 
Startled at the solemn warning, 
Let the earth-bound soul arise; 
Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, 
Shines upon the morning skies. 
 
Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 
Comes with pardon down from heaven; 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
One and all to be forgiven; 
 
So when next he comes with glory, 
Wrapping all the earth in fear, 
May he then as our defender 
Of the clouds of heaven appear. 
 
Honour, glory, virtue, merit, 
To the Father and the Son, 
With the co-eternal Spirit, 
While unending ages run. 

 
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 
 

As the grain once scattered in the fields 
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 
so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together 
from the corners of the earth 
into your kingdom. 
Amen. 
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Eucharistic Prayer B 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
For when he humbled himself to come among us  
in human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you formed before the 
foundation of the world 
to open for us the way of salvation. 
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 
we now watch for the day 
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
 
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven 
to proclaim your glory 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

  
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

   grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
   and according to your holy will, 
   these gifts of bread and wine 
   may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
      

   who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
   took bread and gave you thanks; 
   he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
   Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
   do this in remembrance of me. 
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   In the same way, after supper 
   he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
   he gave it to them, saying: 
   Drink this, all of you; 
   this is my blood of the new covenant, 
   which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
   Do this, as often as you drink it, 
   in remembrance of me. 
  

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,   
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you.  

       
Send the Holy Spirit on your people  
and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of St Mary,  
St John, and all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
       
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever.  
Amen 
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The Lord’s Prayer  

Please sit or kneel  
 

Let us pray for the coming of God’s reign of peace  
in the words our Saviour taught us:   
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,                                                                      
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.                                             
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.                                 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.                                                          
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours,                                                               
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  

 
We say 

 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
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Giving of Communion 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 

The president receives communion while we join in from our homes. 
 
 
Anthem  ‘O Radiant Dawn’, James MacMillan 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept. 

 
O Lord our God, 
make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, 
he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service 
and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Sending Out 
 
Hymn 

 
Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 
once for favoured sinners slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train: 
Alleluia! God appears on earth to reign. 

 
Every eye shall now behold him 
robed in dreadful majesty; 
those who set at naught and sold him, 
pierced and nailed him to the Tree, 
deeply wailing, shall the true Messiah see. 
 
Those dear tokens of his passion 
still his dazzling body bears, 
cause of endless exultation 
to his ransomed worshippers: 
with what rapture, gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 
Yea, Amen, let all adore thee,  
high on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory,  
claim the kingdom for thine own:  
Alleluia! Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty 
The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
Be among you and remain with you always. Amen 
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The Dismissal 
 

As we await our coming Saviour, 
go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 

Organ voluntary         Wachet Auf, J.S. Bach 
 
Recorded by Rosie Tweddle 
 
Copyright material is included from Common Worship: Times and Seasons © The 
Archbishops’ Council 2006. Produced under CCL 234208. 
 
Notices 
 
Church Services 
We are looking forward to resuming our regular services, beginning 
on Wednesday 2nd December at 10am, and Sunday 6th December at 
9.30am and 10.45am. Please sign up to attend via our church 
website, and please remember the Covid-19 precautions we are 
following: remain in your allocated space, do not mix with anyone 
not in your household or bubble, sanitize your hands when you arrive 
and leave and wear a face covering.  
 
Christmas Services 
We will send out publicity for our planned Christmas services soon. 
These include: a ‘zoom’ carol service on Sunday 20th December at 
6pm, Forest Church Christingles on 20th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th 
December at 3pm; Blue Christmas Service on Tuesday 22nd at 6pm; 
Christmas Eve Vigil at 6pm, Christmas Day Communion at 9.30am 
and 10.45am.  
 
Advent Prayer Tree 
Our churchyard tree will be lit every day from 3pm to 10pm. We 
invite you to hang a decoration on the tree, to pray and remember 
someone you love during this Advent season.  
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Advent Retreat 
If you have space during this holy season of Advent, why not make 
time for a virtual retreat? Pray as you Go are offering a retreat led by 
Sister Gemma Simmonds, entitled ‘God is with you’. You can listen to 
the introduction now, and new sessions are broadcast weekly on 
Mondays in December.  
https://pray-as-you-go.org/article/advent-retreat-2020 
 
 
Donate to HTHQ while you shop 
If you are carrying out any shopping via Amazon, please consider 
supporting Holy Trinity by clicking this link to our Smile Amazon page 
before you begin your shopping. Once you click the link, you can 
carry on with your Amazon shopping in the normal way, and our 
church will receive a donation at no cost to you: 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1138600-0    
 
Building Project News 
The PCC have agreed to begin the first phase of our building project, 
which involves new church lighting, electrical rewiring, and related 
works. This is set to begin in January 2021 and take 8-10 weeks. The 
proposed new lighting design from Light Perceptions Ltd can be 
viewed on the church website. We are now almost exactly half way to 
reaching our fundraising total of £600,000, after a generous grant 
from the Diocesan Development Fund. Please continue to pray for 
our fundraising efforts and for the building project as we move 
forwards on this journey of faith. 
 
Community Carols 
We are currently exploring whether it would be possible to do some 
outdoor carol singing at set locations around the parish, in 
collaboration with other churches. A lot depends on the Covid-19 
guidance that will be in place at the time, but we have provisionally 
set at date of Monday 21st December at 5pm. Please contact Laura 
if you would be interested in taking part. 
 
Care Groups 
As we approach what looks like set to be a difficult winter, we are 
forming a network of care groups within the church community. 
Group members will be asked to pray for one another, and also to 
provide practical support to one another if necessary. You should 
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hear about your group in the coming weeks, and if you don’t wish to 
be part of this scheme, please just let Laura know. 
 
Prayers for Hope and Healing 
Our fortnightly contemplative prayer gathering will continue on 
Thursday 3rd December at 8.30pm on Zoom. 
 
Morning Prayer 
We will meet via Zoom at 9am on Monday 30th November, and then 
we will be back in the church building from Monday 7th December. 
We are exploring whether we can enable Zoom access from the 
church. 
 
More Tea Vicar 
Please join Laura for a Zoom cup of tea and chat every Wednesday at 
3pm. 
 
Amnesty International 
Although we cannot gather this year to write Amnesty greetings 
cards, we invite you to visit the Amnesty website to participate in the 
campaigns online: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/write-for-rights 
 
Welcome to Placement Students 
We are delighted to welcome Ninus Khako and Ash David, from Ripon 
College Cuddesdon, as placement students this year. We look 
forward to getting to know them and supporting them on their 
journey towards ordination. 

 
 

Holy Trinity Headington Quarry  
An open door between heaven and earth,  

showing God’s love to all. 
Contact us 

Vicar: Revd Dr Laura Biron-Scott 
vicar@hthq.uk   01865 762835 

Associate Priest: Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 
associatepriest@hthq.uk 

Licensed Lay Minister:  Joan Walding LLM 
layminister@hthq.uk 

Parish Office: office@hthq.uk  01865 762931 
Churchwardens: wardens@hthq.uk  
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Pastoral Care  
Please contact Laura or any member of the team if you or 

someone you know is in need of pastoral support: 
Helen Day, Anne Tarrasenko, Nell Slocock, Sue Saville,  

Margaret Taylor. 
Website:   www.hthq.org.uk 

 
 
             


