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Words of welcome. Please remain seated. 
 
Choir introit 
 
The Greeting 
 

‘Do I not fill heaven and earth?’ says the Lord. 
Now the word is made flesh  
and laid in a narrow manger. 
From eternity to eternity you are God, 
and now we see you as a new born child. 
 
Grace, mercy and peace  
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ  
be with you  
and also with you 

 
Lighting the Advent Wreath 
 
The fifth represents Christ, light of the world. 
 
 Lord Jesus, Light of light, 

 you have come among us. 
 Help us who live by your light 
 to shine as lights in your world. 
 Glory to God in the highest. 
 Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
 

Christ the light of the world has come  
to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our 
sins. 

 
God our Father, 
you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 
forgive our failure to receive him. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
Jesus our Saviour, 
you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: 
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 
Spirit of love, 
your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: 
forgive the hardness of our hearts. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy 

 
The President says 
 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness 
 draw you to himself, 
 that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
 the Word made flesh, 
 and be cleansed from all your sins, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
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The Collect 
 
 Let us pray 
 
 Lord Jesus Christ 
 your birth at Bethlehem 
 draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: 
 accept our heartfelt praise 
 as we worship you, 
 our Saviour and our eternal God. 
 Amen 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
 
First Reading: Titus 3.4-7 
 

But when the goodness and loving-kindness of God our 
 Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of any 
 works of righteousness that we had done, but 
 according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth 
 and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured 
 out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so 
 that, having been justified by his grace, we might 
 become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

 
This is the word of the Lord 

 Thanks be to God 
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Choir Carol 
 

 Ding dong, merrily on high!  
In heav'n the bells are ringing 
Ding dong, verily the sky 
Is riv'n with angels singing. 
Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 
Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 
 
E'en so here below, below, 
Let steeple bells be swungen, 
And io, io, io,  
By priest and people sungen. 
Gloria …   
 
Pray you, dutifully prime 
Your matin chime, ye ringers; 
May you beautifully rhyme 
Your evetime song, ye singers. 
Gloria …   

 
Gospel Reading  
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,  
and we have seen his glory.  
Alleluia. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Luke  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
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In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 
This is the gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

. 
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Affirmation of Faith 
 
Please stand 
 
 Let us declare our faith in God. 
 
 We believe in God the Father, 
 from whom every family 
 in heaven and earth is named. 
 
 We believe in God the Son, 
 who lives in our hearts through faith, 
 and fills us with his love. 
  
 We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
 who strengthens us 
 with power from on high. 
 
 We believe in one God; 
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Please sit. The response may be used: 
 
 Holy God. 
 Hear our prayer. 
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The Peace 
Please stand 

 
 Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
 and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
 And also with you. 
 
We share the peace with a bow or wave to those around us. 
Please remain in your place. 
 
Choir Carol 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and   
dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
 
O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King, 
And Peace to men on earth. 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
And, gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 
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How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming; 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still 
The dear Christ enters in.  
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born to us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel.   
      Phillips Brooks (1835-1894) 

 
Taking of Bread and Wine 
 
 The president takes the gifts and prays: 
 
 Word made flesh, life of the world, 
 in your incarnation you embraced our poverty: 
 by your Spirit may we share in your riches. 
 Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer  
 
 The Lord be with you 
 and also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 
When we turned away 
you did not reject us, 
but came to meet us in your Son. 
You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 
 
In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 
He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
 
On the night he was betrayed, 
at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his body is the bread of life. (Bells are rung) 
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At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his blood is shed for all. (Bells are rung) 
 
As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
 
With your whole Church throughout the world 
we offer you this sacrifice of praise 
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 
  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Please sit or kneel 
 

 Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us 
 as our saviour taught us, so we pray. 
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Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   
your kingdom come, your will be done,                                                                      
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.                                             
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.                                 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.                                                          
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours,                                                               
now and for ever.  
Amen.  

 
The Breaking of Bread 
 

We break the bread of life, 
and that life is the light of the world. 

 
God here among us, 
light in the midst of us, 
bring us to light and life. 

 
We say 

 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 
 
 Christ is the true bread  
 which has come down from heaven. 
 Lord, give us this bread always. 
 
As the priest receives the bread and wine, please say ‘Amen’ if 
you wish to receive communion. Please remain in your pew – 
we will bring communion to you. If you would like a blessing 
instead, please keep hold of your service booklet to indicate 
this. 
 
Communion Hymn 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed 
the little Lord Jesus, laid down His sweet head 
The stars in the bright sky, looked down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes 
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky 
and stay by my side, until morning is nigh. 
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Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
close by me for ever, and love me I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care 
and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.  

 
Prayer after Communion 
 

God our Father, 
whose Word has come among us 
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 
May the light of faith illumine our hearts 
and shine in our words and deed; 
through him who is Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 
 Almighty God, 
 we thank you for feeding us, 
 with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
 to be a living sacrifice. 
 Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
 to live and work  
 to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 
Choir Carol 
 

O come all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant, 
Come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him 
born the King of angels; 
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O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 
 
God of God, light of light, 
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 
Very God, begotten not created: 
O come, let us adore Him … 
 
See how the shepherds, 
summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, 
draw nigh with lowly fear; 
we too will thither 
bend our joyful footsteps: 
O come, let us adore Him … 
 
Sing, choirs of angels,  
sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Glory to God in the highest: 
O come, let us adore Him …  
 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,  
born this happy morning; 
Jesu, to thee be glory given;  
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 
 O come, let us adore Him …  
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The Blessing 
 

  Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one 
  things earthly and heavenly, 
  fill you with peace and goodwill 
  and make you partakers of the divine nature; 
  and the blessing of God, 
  the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
  be with you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
  Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 

Glory, thanks and praise to God 
 
Copyright: Common Worship & Times & Seasons © The Archbishops’ 
Council 2000, 2006   

 
 

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and 
a blessed and peaceful New Year ! 

 

 


