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The Gathering 
 
Welcome and parish prayer  
 
Hymn 
 

Christ is the King! O friends rejoice; 
brothers and sisters with one voice 
tell all the world he is your choice. 
Alleluia. 
 
The first apostles round them drew 
thousands of faithful hearts and true. 
sharing a faith for ever new 
Alleluia. 
 
Then magnify the Lord, and raise 
anthems of joy and holy praise 
for Christ’s brave saints of ancient days. 
Alleluia. 
 
O Christian women, Christian men, 
all the world over, seek again 
the Way disciples followed then. 
Alleluia. 
 
Christ through all ages is the same: 
place the same hope in his great name, 
with the same faith his word proclaim. 
Alleluia. 
 
Let love’s unconquerable might 
your scattered companies unite 
in service to the Lord of light. 
Alleluia. 
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In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Greeting 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you  
and also with you. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

 
The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
In the light of Christ, let us confess our sins.  
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 

 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, 
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles 
the wonder of your saving presence: 
renew your people with your heavenly grace, 
and in all our weakness 
sustain us by your mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
Readings 

 
First Reading: Revelation 19.6-10 
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Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like 
the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty thunder-
peals, crying out, 
‘Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God 
   the Almighty reigns.  
Let us rejoice and exult 
   and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
   and his bride has made herself ready;  
to her it has been granted to be clothed 
   with fine linen, bright and pure’— 
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.  

And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are 
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’ And he said to me, 
‘These are true words of God.’ Then I fell down at his feet to worship 
him, but he said to me, ‘You must not do that! I am a fellow-servant 
with you and your comrades who hold the testimony of Jesus. 
Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’  

 
  This is the word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 
Hymn 
 

God be in my head, 
and in my understanding; 
 
God be in mine eyes, 
and in my looking; 
 
God be in my mouth, 
and in my speaking; 
 
God be in my heart,  
and in my thinking; 
 
God be at mine end, 
and at my departing. 
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Gospel Reading 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations  
and believed in throughout the world.  
Alleluia. 
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

 
Gospel reading: John 2.1-11 

 
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the 
mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been 
invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus 
said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, 
what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ 
His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now 
standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to 
them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. 
He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief 
steward.’ So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that 
had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the 
servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the 
bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, 
and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But 
you have kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his 
signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples 
believed in him. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 
          Sermon 

Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 
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Affirmation of Faith 
Let us declare our faith in God 
 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

 
Prayers of Intercession  

 
Led by Ash David, ordinand at Ripon College, Cuddesdon 

 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Peace  
 
We are the body of Christ. 
In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 
and builds up our common life. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you  
and also with you.  

 
 

Preparation of the Table 
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Hymn 
 
 

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side; 
bear patiently the cross of grief and pain; 
leave to your God to order and provide; 
in every change he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heavenly friend 
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 
Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart 
and all is darkened in the vale of tears, 
then you shall better know his love, his heart, 
who comes to soothe your sorrow, calm your fears. 
Be still, my soul: for Jesus can repay 
from his own fullness all he takes away. 
 
Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on 
when we shall be for ever with the Lord, 
when disappointment, grief and fear are gone, 
sorrow forgotten, love’s pure joy restored. 
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, 
all safe and blessèd we shall meet at last. 
 

 
Prayer over the Gifts 

Gracious God, 
accept the offering of your Church, 
the hearts of your people 
joined in praise and thanksgiving, 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer E 

 

The Lord be with you  
and also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  
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All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 
In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
  
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
  
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
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which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
  
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

  
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with the blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
  
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
   

As our saviour taught us, so we pray. 
 Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,   
 your kingdom come, your will be done,                                                                      
 on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.                                             
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.                                 
 Lead us not into temptation  
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 but deliver us from evil.                                                          
 For the kingdom, the power  
 and the glory are yours,                                                               
 now and for ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  

 

 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

Giving of Communion 
Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

 Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

The president receives communion whilst people join in from their 
homes. 
 
Anthem  O Sacrum Convivium, Tallis 

 
Prayer after Communion 

Almighty Father, 
whose Son our saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world: 
may your people, 
illumined by your word and sacraments, 
shine with the radiance of his glory, 
that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed 
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to the ends of the earth; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
The Sending Out 
 
Hymn 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father. 
There is no shadow of turning with thee. 
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not. 
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  
Great is thy faithfulness 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
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strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow; 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  
Great is thy faithfulness 

The Blessing 
 

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory 
and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 
The Dismissal 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

Organ Music 
Alla Hornpipe, GF Handel, recorded by Rosie Tweddle 

 
Copyright: Common Worship & Times and Seasons ©The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2006  

 
Notices 
 
New Lockdown 
Although communal worship can still take place during this third 
lockdown, we have taken the difficult decision to pause communal 
worship and continue with online services only. A letter setting out 
this decision in more detail can be found on the church website. 
Funerals will still be able to take place in church, with a maximum of 
30 people attending. The church will be open for private prayer at 
weekends only, owing to the electrical work taking place during the 
week. We hope to resume communal worship, even in a limited way, 
in time for Lent and Easter, and we will keep the situation under 
review over the coming weeks. Please do get in touch with Laura or 
the churchwardens if you have any questions or concerns about this.  
 
Electrical Works 
Let there be light! We are pleased that the first phase of our building 
project will begin on Monday 11th January, and we look forward to new 
lighting, a new sound system, and interior redecoration. Please note 
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that there will be no access to the church building during the week, 
and anyone with a church key who needs to arrange access must 
contact the site manager (via the parish office). Please pray for the 
contractors and all involved with our building project as we begin this 
first phase, and plan for the next: 
 
 
 Eternal God, Father Son and Holy Spirit 
 Bless the work that will be taking place over the coming weeks 
 May the contractors work safely and diligently. 
May the work that takes place be done  
to the glory and honour of your name,  
that all who visit this house of prayer,  
may be drawn out of darkness into your marvellous light. 
We make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
PCC Meeting 
The PCC will be meeting on Wednesday 27th January at 7.30pm, via 
Zoom. We would welcome your prayers for our meeting.  
 
Survey about church life 
To help us plan during this current phase of the pandemic, and 
beyond, we would be grateful if you could spend a few minutes filling 
out this online form, which gives you a chance to share ideas and 
feedback about worship, ways to stay connected, and other issues 
that may be on your heart. The survey is anonymous and can be 
found here: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1q3C7UOirhirIPAgQ7bz4D8irT_bNP
7GAb2d1-W-GvgI/edit 
 
Oxford Hospitals Trust Staff Appeal 
Support during the COVID-19 crisis can help make a real difference 
to the NHS staff working across our hospitals and the patients they 
are caring for at this difficult time. Donations go towards a range of 
items including specialist medical equipment, care boxes and 
hampers for staff who are most affected, care packs for patients, 
virtual music concerts and phone chargers to help those on wards 
who feel isolated or bored, especially with visiting restricted. Please 
go here to donate if you are able: 
https://www.hospitalcharity.co.uk/Appeal/staffsupport  
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Morning Prayer: Weekly on Mondays at 9am 
A chance to pause for prayer at the beginning of the week. The focus 
for prayer will be the psalms, which offer ancient wisdom for 
contemporary times. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86782891843?pwd=S25BN0E3QUF6aXk5
cHBETktaRmhldz09  
Meeting ID: 867 8289 1843  
Passcode: 309879  
 
Prayers for Hope and Healing: Thursdays at 8.30pm 
A fortnightly time of silent prayer for hope and healing of our world, 
with an opening reflection leading to a time of silence. The next 
meeting is Thursday 4th February. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86007797102?pwd=S2FoNmVORkx6VHZ
Za3lNYXJuUWhaZz09  
 
Meeting ID: 860 0779 7102  
Passcode: 603291  
 
Covid-19 Study 
Dr Merlin Wilcox, a member of our congregation and researcher at 
the University of Southampton, is running an online study on Covid-
19, which is looking for volunteers: 
Help beat Covid-19! Whether you have had COVID or not, you can 
help researchers understand how to beat the virus by completing a 
survey run by the University of Southampton. You could win one of 
62 vouchers (£5 to £500). See www.rtocovid19.com for more details. 

 
Big Garden Birdwatch: 29th-31st January 
As we continue to stay home, some of us may be able to take part in 
this year’s big garden birdwatch. Spend one hour in your garden 
watching and counting the different birds you see. More details can 
be found on the RSPB website, including some tips on attracting birds 
to your garden, and a chart to help you identify the birds you see.  
 

‘the birds of the air make their nests  
and sing among the branches. 
O Lord, how manifold are your works!   
In wisdom you have made them all 
the earth is full of your creatures’ (Psalm 104.13,26) 
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How the Light Gets in: A short retreat with Angela Tilby 
An afternoon online retreat on Saturday 13th February, run by the 
Oxford Centre for Spiritual Growth, reflecting on Leonard Cohen's 
quote: 'There's a crack, a crack in everything, that's how the light 
gets in'. With priest, journalist and broadcaster Angela Tilby. Please 
see http://www.ocsg.uk.net/  for more details. 

 
 

 
 


