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The Gathering 
 
Welcome and parish prayer  
 
Hymn 
 

Thou, whose almighty word 
chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight; 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and, where the Gospel day 
sheds not its glorious ray, 
let there be light! 
 
Thou who didst come to bring 
on thy redeeming wing 
healing and sight, 
heal to the sick in mind, 
sight to the in-ly blind, 
now to all humankind, 
let there be light! 
 
Spirit of truth and love 
life-giving holy Dove, 
speed forth thy flight! 
Move on the waters' face 
bearing the gifts of grace, 
and, in earth's darkest place, 
let there be light! 
 
Holy and blessèd Three, 
glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, Love, Might; 
boundless as ocean's tide, 
rolling in fullest pride, 
through the world far and wide, 
let there be light!    
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In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Greeting 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you  
and also with you. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

 
The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
In the light of Christ, let us confess our sins.  
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 

 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
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Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer: 
 
Let us pray. 

 

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus 
revealed him to be your Son, 
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, 
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 

 

 
The Liturgy of the Word 

Readings 
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First Reading: Genesis 1.1-5 
 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the 
earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, 
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God 
said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the 
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 
  This is the word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here; 
Come bow before him now with reverence and fear: 
In him no sin is found - we stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 
He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned: 
How awesome is the sight - our radiant King of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.  

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place; 
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace - 
No work too hard for him. In faith receive from him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 

 
Gospel Reading 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations  
and believed in throughout the world.  
Alleluia. 
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
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Gospel reading: Mark 1.4-11 

 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 
by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the 
water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a 
dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 
          Sermon 

Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 
 
 Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith in God 
 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
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We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

 
Prayers of Intercession  

Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

The Peace  
 
We are the body of Christ. 
In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 
and builds up our common life. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you  
and also with you.  

 
Preparation of the Table 

Hymn 
 

Come down, O love divine, seek thou this soul of mine, 
And visit it with thine own ardour glowing. 
O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, 
And kindle it, Thy holy flame bestowing. 
 
O let it freely burn, til earthly passions turn 
To dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
And let Thy glorious light shine ever on my sight, 
And clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
 
Let holy charity mine outward vesture be, 
And lowliness become mine inner clothing; 
True lowliness of heart, which takes the humbler part, 
And o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 
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And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long, 
Shall far outpass the power of human telling; 
For none can guess its grace, till he become the place 
Wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling. 

 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Gracious God, 
accept the offering of your Church, 
the hearts of your people 
joined in praise and thanksgiving, 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Please remain standing or sit or kneel  

The Eucharistic Prayer E 
 

The Lord be with you  
and also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 
It is truly right and just, 
our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
You celebrated your new gift of baptism 
in signs and wonders at the Jordan. 
Your voice was heard from heaven 
to awaken faith in the presence among us 
of your Word made flesh. 
Your Spirit was seen as a dove, 
revealing Jesus as your servant, 
and anointing him with the oil of gladness 
to preach the good news to the poor. 
Therefore, as we celebrate the union of earth and heaven, 
we rejoice to echo the song of the angels in heaven 
for ever praising you and saying: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
  
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
  
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
  
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
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Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with the blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
  
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
   

As our saviour taught us, so we pray. 
 Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,   
 your kingdom come, your will be done,                                                                      
 on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.                                             
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.                                 
 Lead us not into temptation  
 but deliver us from evil.                                                          
 For the kingdom, the power  
 and the glory are yours,                                                               
 now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  

 

 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

 Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

The president receives communion whilst people join in from their 
homes. 
 
Hymn 
 

Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you 
I have called you by your name; you are mine. 
 
When you walk through the waters, I’ll be with you. 
You will never sink beneath the waves. 
 
When the fire is burning all around you, 
you will never be consumed by the flames. 
 
When the fear of loneliness is looming, 
then remember I am at your side. 
 
When you dwell in the exile of the stranger, 
remember you are precious in my eyes. 
 
You are mine, O my child; I am your Father, 
and I love you with a perfect love. 
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Prayer after Communion 
Lord of all time and eternity, 
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 
by the power of your Spirit 
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 
through the waters of the new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
The Sending Out 
 
Hymn 

 
The kingdom of God is justice and joy, 
for Jesus restores what sin would destroy; 
God’s power and glory in Jesus we know, 
and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 
 
The kingdom of God is mercy and grace, 
the captives are freed, the sinners find place, 
the outcast are welcomed God’s banquet to share, 
and hope is awakened instead of despair. 
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The kingdom of God is challenge and choice, 
believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 
His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross, 
our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss. 
 
God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal, 
in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole; 
the heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call, 
and all things cry ‘Glory!’ to God all in all. 

The Blessing 
 

May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life, 
perfect in you the image of his glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 
The Dismissal 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 
Copyright: Common Worship & Times and Seasons ©The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2006  

 
Notices 
 
New Lockdown 
Although communal worship can still take place during this third 
lockdown, we have taken the difficult decision to pause communal 
worship. A letter setting out this decision in more detail can be found on 
the church website. Funerals will still be able to take place in church, 
with a maximum of 30 people attending. The church will be open for 
private prayer at weekends only, owing to the electrical work taking 
place during the week. We sincerely hope to resume communal worship, 
even in a limited way, in time for Lent and Easter, and we will keep the 
situation under review over the coming weeks. Please do get in touch 
with Laura or the churchwardens if you have any questions or concerns 
about this.  
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Electrical Works 
Let there be light! We are pleased that the first phase of our building 
project will begin on Monday 11th January, and we look forward to new 
lighting, a new sound system, and interior redecoration. Please note that 
there will be no access to the church building during the week, and 
anyone with a church key who needs to arrange access must contact the 
site manager (via the parish office). Please pray for the contractors and 
all involved with our building project as we begin this first phase, and 
plan for the next.  
 
Children’s Society: Please donate! 
We had fun at our small, outdoor Christingle services, which took place 
in all weather conditions! It was wonderful to welcome children and 
families to Holy Trinity and to worship together safely. Thank you so 
much to all who came, and all who assisted—especially Rachel and Mary 
who prepared the Christingle kits, and Felicity for providing a wonderful 
visual aid and guiding the development of our Forest Church services. 
The oranges were kindly donated by Waitrose and Partners.  
 
We always take a collection for the Children’s Society, but this year we 
were unable to take a cash collection, and asked people to donate online 
instead. This has led to a smaller amount of money being raised so far, 
and it would be so good to raise more if possible. If you are able to make 
an online donation, please go to our donations page which will enable 
you to donate directly to the Children’s Society: https://thyg.uk/CUS050778 
 
Morning Prayer: Weekly on Mondays at 9am 
A chance to pause for prayer at the beginning of the week. The focus for 
prayer will be the psalms, which offer ancient wisdom for contemporary 
times. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86782891843?pwd=S25BN0E3QUF6aXk5cHBE
TktaRmhldz09  
Meeting ID: 867 8289 1843  
Passcode: 309879  
 
 
Prayers for Hope and Healing 
A fortnightly time of silent prayer for hope and healing of our world, with 
an opening reflection leading to a time of silence. The next meeting is 
Thursday 21st January. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86007797102?pwd=S2FoNmVORkx6VHZZa3lN
YXJuUWhaZz09  
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Meeting ID: 860 0779 7102  
Passcode: 603291  

 
Covid-19 Study 
Dr Merlin Wilcox, a member of our congregation and researcher at the 
University of Southampton, is running an online study on Covid-19, which is 
looking for volunteers: 
Help beat Covid-19! Whether you have had COVID or not, you can help 
researchers understand how to beat the virus by completing a survey run 
by the University of Southampton. You could win one of 62 vouchers (£5 to 
£500). See www.rtocovid19.com for more details. 
 
 
 

 
 
 


