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The Gathering 
 
Welcome and parish prayer. 

Hymn 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness: 
high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 

 
Please remain seated. 
 

In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Greeting 
 
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe.  
From the rising of the sun to its setting  
your name is proclaimed in all the world.  
 
The Lord of glory be with you.  
The Lord bless you. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
 
 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Let us confess our sins.  
 

Silence is kept.  
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
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Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
Let us pray.  
 

Silence is kept. 
 

O God, 
who by the leading of a star 
manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:  
mercifully grant that we, 
who know you now by faith, 
may at last behold your glory face to face; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 
 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  
For darkness shall cover the earth, 
   and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
   and his glory will appear over you.  
Nations shall come to your light, 
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   and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  
Lift up your eyes and look around; 
   they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  
Then you shall see and be radiant; 
   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  
A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian 
and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Hymn 
 

We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 
O star of wonder, star of light, 
star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign. Refrain 
 
Frankincense to offer have I; 
incense owns a Deity nigh; 
prayer and praising, voices raising, 
worshiping God on high. Refrain 
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Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
sealed in the stone-cold tomb. Refrain 

 
Glorious now behold him arise; 
King and God and sacrifice: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
sounds through the earth and skies. Refrain 

 
Gospel Reading 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations  
and believed in throughout the world. Alleluia. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
Gospel reading: Matthew 2:1-12 
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is 
the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, 
‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them 
the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 
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entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 
they knelt down and paid him homage.  
Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 

 
Sermon 

 
Revd Dr Laura Biron Scott 

 
Affirmation of Faith 

Please stand. 
 
Let us declare our faith in God: 
 

 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

 
Prayers of Intercession  

Please sit  
 

Today the wise men knelt before our Saviour.  
Let us also kneel to worship him with great joy,  
and to make our prayer to his heavenly Father.  
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These responses may be used 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

 
And at the end 
 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
The Peace 

Please stand 
 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you are called to peace.  
The peace of the Lord be always with you  
and also with you.  

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 
Hymn 
 

As with gladness men of old 
did the guiding star behold, 
as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious God, may we 
evermore be led to thee. 
 
As with joyful steps they sped, 
Savior, to thy lowly bed, 
there to bend the knee before 
thee whom heav’n and earth adore; 
so may we with willing feet 
ever seek thy mercy seat. 
 
As they offered gifts most rare 
at thy cradle rude and bare, 
so may we with holy joy, 
pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
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all our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee, our heav’nly king. 
 
Holy Jesus, ev’ry day 
keep us in the narrow way, 
and, when earthly things are past, 
bring our ransomed souls at last 
where they need no star to guide, 
where no clouds thy glory hide. 
 
In the heavenly country bright 
Need they no created light 
Thou its light, its joy, its crown 
Thou its sun, which goes not down. 
There forever may we sing 
Hallelujahs to our King 

 
The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.  
 

Gracious God, 
accept the offering of your Church,  
the hearts of your people 
joined in praise and thanksgiving, 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  
Amen.  

 
 
Please sit  

The Eucharistic Prayer  
 

 The Lord be with you 
 and also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 
When we turned away 
you did not reject us, 
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but came to meet us in your Son. 
You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 
 
In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 
He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
 
On the night he was betrayed, 
at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his body is the bread of life.  
 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his blood is shed for all.  
 
As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
 
With your whole Church throughout the world 
we offer you this sacrifice of praise 
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 
  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
   

As our saviour taught us, so we pray. 
 Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,   
 your kingdom come, your will be done,                                                                      
 on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.                                             
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.                                 
 Lead us not into temptation  
 but deliver us from evil.                                                          
 For the kingdom, the power  
 and the glory are yours,                                                               
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  

 
We say 

 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

God’s holy gifts 
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for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 
As the president receives the bread and wine, all who wish to 
receive communion join in saying ‘Amen’. 

 
The body of Christ, keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
The blood of Christ, keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

Communion will be administered in silence. Please remain seated 
while we bring communion to you. If you do not wish to receive 
communion, the priest will pray a blessing instead – please hold 
this service booklet to indicate this.  

 

 
Hymn 
 

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
 
This, this is Christ, the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 
Why lies He in such mean estate, 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading. Chorus 
 
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, 
Come, peasant, king to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. Chorus 

 
Prayer after Communion 

Silence is kept. 
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Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: 
may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light 
discern the glory of your presence in your Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
You have opened to us the Scriptures, O Christ, 
and you have made yourself known 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Abide with us, we pray, 
that, blessed by your royal presence, 
we may walk with you 
all the days of our life, 
and at its end behold you 
in the glory of the eternal Trinity, 
one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Sending Out 
  
Hymn 
 

The first Noel the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
born is the King of Israel. 
 
They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east, beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night. Refrain 
 
And by the light of that same star 
three Wise Men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. Refrain 
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This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
and there it did both stop and stay, 
right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain 
 
Then entered in those Wise Men three, 
full reverently upon the knee, 
and offered there, in his presence, 
their gold and myrrh and frankincense. Refrain 

 
The Blessing 

Christ our Lord, 
to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts, 
reveal to you his glory 
and pour upon you the riches of his grace; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen.  

 
The Dismissal 

 
We have seen his glory, 
the glory revealed to all the nations.  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.  

 
 
 
Copyright: Common Worship & Times & Seasons ©The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 
2006. Common Worship: Additional Eucharistic Prayers, © The Archbishop's Council 
2012.: CCL no 234208. 
   
Notices 
 
Building Project News 
The PCC have agreed to begin the first phase of our building project, which 
involves new church lighting, electrical rewiring, and related works. This is 
set to begin on January 11th 2021 and take 8-10 weeks. The proposed new 
lighting design from Light Perceptions Ltd can be viewed on the church 
website. Please continue to pray for our fundraising efforts and for the 
building project as we move forwards on this journey of faith. 
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Prayers for Hope and Healing 
Our contemplative prayer gathering continues on Thursday 7th January at 
8.30pm, via Zoom. 
 
Morning Prayer on Mondays 
Owing to the electrical work in church, morning prayer will take place via 
Zoom again on Mondays at 9am, from Monday 4th January onwards. 
 

Holy Trinity Headington Quarry  
An open door between heaven and earth,  

showing God’s love to all. 
Contact us 

Vicar: Revd Dr Laura Biron-Scott 
vicar@hthq.uk   01865 762835 

Associate Priest: Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 
associatepriest@hthq.uk 

Licensed Lay Minister:  Joan Walding LLM 
layminister@hthq.uk 

Parish Office: office@hthq.uk  01865 762931 
Churchwardens: wardens@hthq.uk  

Pastoral Care  
Please contact Laura or any member of the team if you or 

someone you know is in need of pastoral support: 
Helen Day, Anne Tarrasenko, Nell Slocock, Sue Saville,  

Margaret Taylor. 
Website:   www.hthq.org.uk 

 
 


