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Hymn 
 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Hearts to heaven and voices raise; 
sing to God a hymn of gladness, 
sing to God a hymn of praise: 
he who on the cross a victim 
for the world’s salvation bled, 
Jesus Christ, the King of glory, 
now is risen from the dead. 
 
Christ is risen, Christ the first-fruits 
of the holy harvest field, 
which will all its full abundance 
at his second coming yield; 
then the golden ears of harvest 
will their heads before him wave, 
ripened by his glorious sunshine, 
from the furrows of the grave. 
 
Christ is risen, we are risen; 
shed upon us heavenly grace, 
rain, and dew, and gleams of glory 
from the brightness of thy face; 
that we, with our hearts in heaven, 
here on earth may fruitful be, 
and by angel-hands be gathered, 
and be ever, Lord, with thee. 
 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Glory be to God on high; 
Alleluia to the Saviour, 
who has gained the victory; 
Alleluia to the Spirit, 
fount of love and sanctity; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
to the Triune Majesty. 
 
Please stand. The president says 
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In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
The Greeting  

The Lord be with you  
and also with you. 

 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

 
The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
with healing for all. 
Let us come to God, in sorrow for our sins, 
seeking healing and salvation. 
 

Silence is kept.  
 

We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
The president says 
 

Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
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forgive you your sins, 
open your eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen you to do God’s will 
and give you the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis 

 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
The Collect 

Let us pray. 
 
Silence is kept.  
 
 
 
 
 

Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
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to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
The Liturgy of the Word 
 
First Reading: Acts 8:26-end 
 
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the 
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a 
wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, 
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go 
over to this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard him 
reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you 
are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ 
And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of 
the scripture that he was reading was this: 

‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
   and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
     so he does not open his mouth. 
In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
   Who can describe his generation? 
     For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 

The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip 
began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to 
him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, 
they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! 
What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ He commanded the 
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down 
into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch 
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found 
himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he 
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 
 
Take this moment, sign and space; 
take my friends around; 
here among us make the place 
where your love is found. 
 
Take the time to call my name, 
take the time to mend 
who I am and what I’ve been, 
all I’ve failed to tend. 
 
Take the tiredness of my days, 
take my past regret, 
letting your forgiveness touch 
all I can’t forget. 
 
Take the little child in me 
scared of growing old; 
help me here to find my worth 
made in Christ’s own mould. 
 
Take my talents, take my skills, 
take what’s yet to be; 
let my life be yours, and yet 
let it still be me. 

 
Gospel Reading 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’ 
Alleluia. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Gospel reading: John 15:1-8 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit 
he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been 
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cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I 
abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the 
vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them 
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified 
by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 

 
Sermon 

 
Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 

 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 
Let us declare our faith 
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, 
and this we believe. Amen. 

     Prayers of Intercession  
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer 
 
Merciful father 
accept these prayers,  
for the sake of your Son, 
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our saviour Jesus Christ 
Amen 
 

The Peace  
Please stand 
 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  
‘Peace be with you.’  
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.  
 
The peace of the risen Christ be always with you  
and also with you. Alleluia.  

 
Hymn 
 
Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesu, thou art all compassion, 
pure unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 
 
Come, almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy grace receive; 
suddenly return, and never, 
never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above; 
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
 
Finish then thy new creation: 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee; 
Changed from glory into glory 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
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Taking of the Bread and Wine Prayer 

 
Risen Lord Jesus Christ, 
we believe you, and all we have heard is true.  
When you break bread 
may we recognize you as the fire that burns within us, that we 
may bring light to your world. Amen.  

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Please sit or stand as you feel most comfortable 
 
The Lord be with you  
and also with you.  
 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
always and everywhere to give you thanks,  
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works.  
For by the mystery of his passion  
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,  
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation  
sing for ever the hymn of your glory.  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
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Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
  
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
  
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Jesus Christ is Lord:  
Lord, by your cross and resurrection  
you have set us free.  
You are the Saviour of the world.  
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth 
Look with favour on your people, 
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gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Please sit or kneel  
 
As our Saviour taught us so we pray  
 

   Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,   
 your kingdom come, your will be done,                                                                      
 on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.                                             
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.                                 
 Lead us not into temptation  
 but deliver us from evil.                                                          
 For the kingdom, the power  
 and the glory are yours,                                                               
 now and for ever. Amen 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  

 

 
We say 

 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

Giving of Communion 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

 

 
Communion Anthem 
 
Poulenc – Vinea mea electa 

Prayer after Communion 
 
 Eternal God, 
 whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, 
 the truth, and the life: 
 grant us to walk in his way, 
 to rejoice in his truth, 
 and to share his risen life; 
 who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 
 

Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
The Sending Out 

 
Hymn 
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I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
 
I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
 

The Blessing 
 
 God the Father, 

by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life;  
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen 
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The Dismissal 
 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  

 
Copyright: Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, © The 
Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2008, Common Worship: Times and Seasons, © The Archbishop's 
Council 2006. 
 
Notices 
 
Choral Evensong: today at 6pm! We are delighted to be holding an evensong 
service on May 2nd, with a small, socially distanced choir leading the sung parts 
of the service.  
 
Private Prayer and Midweek Services The church will be open again during 
the week for private prayer, and on Wednesday mornings for the 10m 
Communion Service. You don’t need to book to come to this because we don’t 
anticipate being at full capacity. Please continue to book to attend the other 
services. 
 
Christian Aid Week: 8th-16th May   
 
Saturday 8th May 
9am to 2pm. We shall be collecting for Christian Aid at the Farmers' Market in 
Quarry Hollow Park. A group of singers from Holy Trinity, All Saints, Corpus Christi 
and St Andrew's will be singing some Music for May. 
6pm Christian Aid Week Eucharist at HTHQ. (Please sign up on the website  
 
Sunday 9th May 
10am Christian Aid Week Eucharist at HTHQ. (Please sign up on the website.) 
 
Tuesday 11th May 
7.45pm for 8pm. Zoom Christian Aid Quiz.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83815043607?pwd=bWR5b2ZuNmQ4b21NREJma1Jo
R2V3QT09  Meeting ID: 838 1504 3607   Passcode: 016155 
 
Pentecost Sunday: May 23rd We would like to try and re-enact the sound of 
multiple languages being spoken at the same time on the day of Pentecost. If 
you speak another language – as a native speaker, second language, beginner, 
or a classical language – please let Helen know (office@hthq.uk). 
 
 
Message from Tom and Jeanie Honey Jeanie and I both left our jobs just 
before lockdown began, and over the next few months we had plenty of time to 
think about our future. It became clear to both of us that we want to live in the 
countryside near beautiful and wild places, where we can enjoy walking and have 
some more space. For the next six months or so we will be living in Sandford 
near Crediton, just north of Exeter and not far from Dartmoor. I will be doing 
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some duties in the local parishes and we'll be living in the Rectory while we look 
for our permanent home. We have enjoyed being back in Headington and being 
near the church and many old friends, but we feel that it's now time for us to 
make a fresh start. Warm greetings to everyone at Holy Trinity and thanks for 
making us so welcome during the last four years. 
 
APCM: May 26th Please save the date for our annual church meeting, on 
Wednesday May 26th 2021, at 7.30pm via Zoom. This is a chance to reflect on all 
we experienced and learned during 2020, to give thanks for God’s continued care 
of our church community, and to pray for the future. We also seek to elect two 
new PCC members, and another deanery synod rep. Please pray about these 
vacancies and consider whether God may be asking you to get more involved in 
the leadership structures of our church. Do speak to anyone on PCC if you would 
like to know more – if you aren’t sure who we are, our names and photos are on 
display at the back of church! As part of the APCM process, we update the 
church electoral roll each year. If you would like to join the roll, or are not sure 
whether your name is currently there, please contact Joan Jones: 
electoralroll@hthq.uk. More details are on the noticeboards and website.  
 
Zoom Morning Prayer: Weekly on Mondays at 9am 
A chance to pause for prayer at the beginning of the week. The focus for prayer 
will be the psalms, which offer ancient wisdom for contemporary times.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86782891843?pwd=S25BN0E3QUF6aXk5cHBETktaR
mhldz09 Meeting ID: 867 8289 1843 Passcode: 309879  
 
Prayers for Hope and Healing: Weekly on Thursdays at 8.30pm 
A chance to pause for a time of shared silence, as we hold one another and our 
world in God’s compassionate gaze. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84521812373?pwd=ZTVkaFZZV25Ba3ZaYXR3RVQ1
MEJMdz09 
Meeting ID: 845 2181 2373 Passcode: 738378 
 
The Eco Team have put together a list of interesting webinars on environmental 

issues from various sources, including the Church of England and the Oxford 
Martin School (part of Oxford University) – see below. Some are on church 
issues and others are of more general interest. Please see this link for more 
details: https://www.hthq.uk/eco-church-resources/ 
 

 
Holy Trinity Headington Quarry  

An open door between heaven and earth,  
showing God’s love to all. 

Contact us 
Vicar: Revd Dr Laura Biron-Scott 
vicar@hthq.uk   01865 762835 

Associate Priest: Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 
associatepriest@hthq.uk 

Licensed Lay Minister:  Joan Walding LLM 
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layminister@hthq.uk 
Parish Office: office@hthq.uk  01865 762931 

Churchwardens: wardens@hthq.uk  
Website:   www.hthq.org.uk 


