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The Gathering 

 
Words of welcome 
 
Hymn 227 

Please stand 
Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne; 
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own! 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless King 
through all eternity. 
 
Crown him the Virgin’s Son, 
the God incarnate born, 
whose arm those crimson trophies won 
which now his brow adorn: 
Fruit of the mystic Rose, 
as of that Rose the Stem; 
the Root whence mercy ever flows, 

the Babe of Bethlehem. 
 
Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 
those wounds yet visible above 
in beauty glorified: 
no angel in the sky 
can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends his burning eye 
at mysteries so bright. 
 

Crown him the Lord of years, 
the Potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 
ineffably sublime: 
all hail, Redeemer, hail! 
for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 
throughout eternity.   Matthew Bridges (1800-1894) 
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The president says 

 
In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
The Greeting 

 Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you  

and also with you. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

 
The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Let us confess our sins.  
 

Silence is kept.  

 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
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Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 
Glory to God, we give you thanks and praise 
Of heavenly joy and earthly peace we sing. 
We worship you, to you our hearts we raise, 

Lord God, Almighty Father, heavenly King. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin. 
O Lamb of God, your glorious victory won, 
Receive our prayer, grant us your peace within. 
 
Alone, O Christ, you are the only Lord, 
At God’s right hand, in majesty most high. 
Who with the Spirit, worshipped and adored 

With all the heavenly host, we glorify. 
 

The Collect 
Let us pray.  
 

Silence is kept. 
 
Eternal Father, 
who at the baptism of Jesus 
revealed him to be your Son, 
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 

grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, 
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 

 



page 5 

The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9 
 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
   my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; 
   he will bring forth justice to the nations.  
He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
   or make it heard in the street;  
a bruised reed he will not break, 

   and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
   he will faithfully bring forth justice.  
He will not grow faint or be crushed 
   until he has established justice in the earth; 
   and the coastlands wait for his teaching.  
 
Thus says God, the Lord, 
   who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
   who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it 
   and spirit to those who walk in it:  

I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 
   I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
   a light to the nations,  
   to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
   from the prison those who sit in darkness.  
I am the Lord, that is my name; 
   my glory I give to no other, 
   nor my praise to idols.  
See, the former things have come to pass, 
   and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, 
   I tell you of them.  

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 99 
 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, 
great David’s greater Son! 
hail, in the time appointed, 
his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
to set the captive free, 
to take away transgression, 
and rule in equity. 
 

He comes with succour speedy 
to those who suffer wrong; 
to help the poor and needy,  
and bid the weak be strong; 
to give them songs for sighing, 
their darkness turn to light, 
whose souls, condemned and dying, 
were precious in his sight. 
 
He shall come down like showers 

upon the fruitful earth, 
and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
spring in his path to birth: 
before him on the mountains 
shall peace, the herald, go; 
and righteousness in fountains 
from hill to valley flow. 
 
Kings shall bow down before him, 
and gold and incense bring; 
all nations shall adore him, 

his praise all people sing: 
to him shall prayer unceasing 
and daily vows ascend; 
his kingdom still increasing, 
a kingdom without end. 

James Montgomery (1771-1854) 
based on Psalm 72 
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Gospel Reading 

 
Please stand.  
 
The Gospel is announced. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
Gospel reading: Matthew 3:13-end  

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized 

by him. John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be 
baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, 
‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all 
righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when Jesus had been 
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens 
were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my 
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Sermon 
Revd Prof Rob Gilbert  

 
Nicene Creed 

Please stand 
 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
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of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  
Please sit or kneel.  
 
These responses may be used 

 
Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 

 
We pray for those who are sick or in particular need: 

Naomi Lawrence, Kate Samuel, Barbara Farrar, Grace,  
Bob Nind, Rosemary, Judith, Josie, Baby Ezra, Diana Harrison,  

Polly Friedhoff, Evelyn Clare, George, Bob Southgate, Benji. 

Those who have died recently:  
Stephanie Skold, Ian Wylie. 

Those whose anniversary of death falls at this time: 

Pauline Burge, Marion Tribe, Brian Thompson, Beryl Baker,  
Cynthia Bateman, William Snowdon, Amy Reynolds, Rose Gordon, 

Lancelot  Lofthouse.   
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And at the end 

 
 Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Peace 
Please stand 
 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you are called to peace.  
The peace of the Lord be always with you  
and also with you.  
 
Let us offer one another a sign of Peace. 
 

All may exchange a sign of Peace. 
 
Hymn 747 

 
O God, you search me, and you know me. 
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze. 
When I walk or lie down, you are before me: 
ever the maker and keeper of my days. 
 
You know my resting and my rising 
You discern my purpose from afar, 
and with love everlasting you besiege me: 
In every moment of life or death, you are. 
 
Before a word is on my tongue, Lord, 
you have known its meaning through and through. 
You are with me beyond my understanding: 

God of my present, my past and future, too. 
 

Although your Spirit is upon me, 
still I search for shelter from your light. 
There is nowhere on Earth I can escape you: 
even the darkness is radiant in your sight. 
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For you created me and shaped me, 

gave me life within my mother's womb. 
For the wonder of who I am, I praise you: 
safe in your hands, all creation is made new. 

Bernadette Farrell (b.1957) 

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.  
 

Gracious God, 
accept the offering of your Church,  
the hearts of your people 

joined in praise and thanksgiving, 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Please sit or stand as you are most comfortable 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer  
 The Lord be with you 
 and also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 

In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
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Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 

Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord; 
holy is the Lord God almighty. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord; 
holy is the Lord God almighty, 
who was, and is and is to come. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord! 
 

Blessed, blessed, blest the one who comes; 
Blest the one who comes in the Lord’s name. 
Blessed, blessed, blest the one who comes; 
Blest the one who comes in the Lord’s name. 
who was, and is and is to come. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord! 

 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
  
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
  
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
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Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
  

Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with the blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
   

As our saviour taught us, so we pray. 
 Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,   
 your kingdom come, your will be done,                                                                      
 on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.                                             
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.                                 
 Lead us not into temptation  

 but deliver us from evil.                                                          
 For the kingdom, the power  
 and the glory are yours,                                                               
 now and for ever. Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  

Agnus Dei 
 

 
 

Giving of Communion 
God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 

This is God’s table and all are welcome. Please follow the directions of the steward 

and follow the one-way system back to your seat. Those sitting towards the back 
will be invited to come forwards first. If you are wearing a mask, it is most 

practical if you remove it before receiving communion. The chalice is being 
administered from the Lady Chapel step. If you wish to receive the chalice, please 

hold the base of the chalice and guide it towards your lips – the person 
administering the chalice will not let go of it in the process. Please do not dip your 

wafer into the chalice. Please note that there is no obligation to take the chalice 

and it is fine still to receive communion in one kind only (the bread). If you do not 
wish to receive communion and would prefer a blessing instead, please do come 

forwards as well. 
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Hymn 774 
 
Safe in the shadow of the Lord 
beneath his hand and power, 
I trust in him, 
I trust in him, 
my fortress and my tower. 
 
My hope is set on God alone 
though Satan spreads his snare; 
I trust in him, 

I trust in him, 
to keep me in his care. 
 
From fears and phantoms of the night, 
from foes about my way, 
I trust in him, 
I trust in him, 
by darkness as by day. 
 
His holy angels keep my feet 

secure from every stone; 
I trust in him, 
I trust in him, 
and unafraid go on. 
 
Strong in the everlasting Name, 
and in my Father’s care, 
I trust in him, 
I trust in him, 
who hears and answers prayer. 
 

Safe in the shadow of the Lord, 
possessed by love divine, 
I trust in him, 
I trust in him, 
and meet his love with mine. 
 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926) 
based on Psalm 91 
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Prayer after Communion 

Silence is kept. 
 
Lord of all time and eternity, 
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 
by the power of your Spirit 
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 
through the waters of the new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

You have opened to us the Scriptures, O Christ, 
and you have made yourself known 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Abide with us, we pray, 
that, blessed by your royal presence, 
we may walk with you 
all the days of our life, 
and at its end behold you 
in the glory of the eternal Trinity, 
one God for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Sending Out 

 
 Hymn 510 

Please stand 
Will you come and follow me 
if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know 
and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 
will you let my love be known, 
will you let my life be grown 
in you and you in me? 
 
Will you leave yourself behind 
if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind 
and never be the same? 
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Will you risk the hostile stare 

should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer 
in you and you in me? 
 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide 
if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside 
and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found 
to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound 

in you and you in me? 
 
Lord, your summons echoes true 
when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you 
and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go 
where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow 
in you and you in me. 

John L. Bell (b.1949) and Graham Maule (b.1958) 

 

The Blessing 
 
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory 
and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 

The Dismissal 

We have seen his glory, 
the glory revealed to all the nations.  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.  

 

Copyright: Common Worship & Times & Seasons ©The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 
2006. Common Worship: Additional Eucharistic Prayers, © The Archbishop's Council 

2012.: CCL no 234208. 
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Please take this booklet away with you, and recycle it when you have 
finished with it. We no longer pass the collection plate around during the 

service, but you are welcome to use the collection plate at the back of 

church, or the contactless machine, if you would like to make a donation 
to support the work of our church.  

   

Notices: January 15th 
 
Sunday Jan 15th: Baptism of Christ 
8am Holy Communion 
10am Parish Eucharist with Forest Church  
 

Midweek Services 
Morning Prayer: (9am Monday to Thursday). 
Tots Service: Tuesdays at 10am. 
Midweek Communion: Wednesdays at 10am 
 
Sunday Jan 22nd: Third Sunday of Epiphany  
8am Holy Communion 
10am Parish Eucharist with Forest Church  
 
Sunday Jan 29th: Candlemas  
8am Holy Communion 

10am All Age Parish Eucharist.  
 
February Choral Evensong there will be Choral Evensong on 
Sunday February 5th at 6pm. 
 
2023: A time to build  As we mark a new church year, we invite 
everyone to pray for our church building project: that 2023 would be 
a 'time to build': 
God of vision and hope, 
we thank you for our church building; 

a place of prayer and pilgrimage, 
witnessing to your love and presence in our midst.  
We pray for our plans to develop the building 
to further the work of your kingdom in this and future generations.  
We pray for the guidance, resources and skills we need  
to bring the project to completion, 
and that we would be united in vision and focus  
as we work towards this goal, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Cornerstone. Amen. 
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Christingle Services  The Vicar and Churchwardens would like to 
thank Waitrose Headington for their very generous donation of 250 
oranges for the two Christingle Services on Christmas Eve, in aid of 
the Children’s Society. We are most grateful to them for their 
support.  
 
Newsletter The deadline for the next online newsletter is Thursday 
26 January. If you have any items and photos to contribute, please 
email them to Yue-Yi Hwa at newsletter@hthq.uk. Thank you very 
much. 
 

Warm Welcome Space:  in the Coach House, on Fridays 10am – 
12pm (11.30-2pm 3rd Friday of the month). Please let as many 
people know about this as you can and take a poster to put up. No 
booking required just turn up. For info contact Margaret Taylor 
765051 or Elizabeth Knight 761476. 
 
Asylum Welcome are in urgent need of donations to their food bank 
as stocks are currently running very low. They currently provide food 
to over 80 adults and children on a weekly basis, distributing up to 
1000 items for tinned and fresh food every week. They rely entirely on 

donations for their food bank and are currently particularly in need of 
cooking oil, tinned tomatoes, milk (UHT) and tinned fish. Please put 
items in the crate at the back of church You can find a list of all the 
items that are needed on this page: https://www.asylum-
welcome.org/food/. Thank you for your support. 
 
Headington Repair Café:  Don’t condemn broken tools etc to 
landfill!  As of January 10th, the Bring and Fix Café will be back every 
Tuesday 10.00-12.00 in the (newly-revamped) Bullingdon 
Community Centre, Peat Moors, OX3 7HS. The last session in their 
temporary home at the Gladstone Rd. Community Centre OX3 8LL 

will be held on Tuesday 13th December. Experts offer to fix most 
small electric and household items. Free tea/coffee, biscuits and 
parking are available. A small donation is appreciated. For further 
information please phone: 07792 49 13 50. 
Hilary Rollin for Eco Group 
 
Eco Church Resources New Year, New Eco Resources List. For a 
range of suggestions and links to material on topics related to 

mailto:newsletter@hthq.uk
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Climate Change, go to:  https://www.hthq.uk/eco-church-

resources/  Hilary Rollin, for Eco Church Group. 
 
Eco Tips Eco Tip of the Week: It’s marmalade-making season 
already! Try adding the peel of recently-eaten citrus fruit to your 
Seville oranges 
Hilary Rollin for Eco Church Group 
 
Pastoral care team Are you in need of support or would you like to 
talk to someone? We rely on you to let us know of anyone who is ill, 
or in hospital or who might welcome a visit. Please contact any of the 
clergy (numbers below) or Helen Day, Janet Masters, Nell Slocock or 

Anne Tarassenko. 
 

Holy Trinity Headington Quarry 
An open door between heaven and earth, 

showing God’s love to all. 
 

As the Anglican parish in Headington Quarry, Risinghurst and Wood 
Farm, we are here for every local resident. Our church is open every 
day. We hope that you will find God’s peace as you come to pray or 
just sit and rest awhile. If you have questions about the Christian 

faith or would like to find out more about church life, please get in 
touch: 

 
Contact us 

Vicar: Revd Dr Laura Biron-Scott 
vicar@hthq.uk   01865 762835 

Associate Priest: Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 
associatepriest@hthq.uk 

Curate: Revd Emily Hockliffe Essex 
curate@hthq.uk   07979 931889 

Parish Office: office@hthq.uk  01865 762931 
Churchwardens: wardens@hthq.uk 

Website:   www.hthq.org.uk 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.hthq.uk/eco-church-resources/
https://www.hthq.uk/eco-church-resources/
mailto:vicar@hthq.uk
mailto:associatepriest@hthq.uk
mailto:curate@hthq.uk
mailto:office@hthq.uk
mailto:wardens@hthq.uk
http://www.hthq.org.uk/
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The First Sunday of Epiphany – Jesus’s Baptism 

A sonnet by Malcolm Guite 
 

 
Beginning here we glimpse the Three-in-one; 
The river runs, the clouds are torn apart, 
The Father speaks, the Sprit and the Son 
Reveal to us the single loving heart 
That beats behind the being of all things 
And calls and keeps and kindles us to light. 
The dove descends, the spirit soars and sings 
‘You are belovèd, you are my delight!’ 

 
In that quick light and life, as water spills 
And streams around the Man like quickening rain, 
The voice that made the universe reveals 
The God in Man who makes it new again. 
He calls us too, to step into that river 
To die and rise and live and love forever. 
 
 
To find out more about Malcolm’s work please visit: 

https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/  

https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/

