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The Feast of the Epiphany 

7th January 2024



The Gathering 

 
Music Group Introit: This is the Day (Wild Goose Collective, John Bell) 

 
Words of welcome 
 
Hymn 103 

 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 

with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 
 

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness: 
high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
 

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 

truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 
 

These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
he will accept for the name that is dear; 
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 
 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 

bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 
 

John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-1875) 

 
Please stand 

The president says 
 

In the name of the Father,  

and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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The Greeting 

 
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe.  
From the rising of the sun to its setting  
your name is proclaimed in all the world.  
 
The Lord of glory be with you.  
The Lord bless you. 
 

Presentation of the crib figures 

 
Please remain standing as the figures of the magi and their gifts are 
placed into the crib. 
 
The first figure is placed in the crib, bearing gold. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As gold in the furnace is tried and purified seven times in the fire, 
so purify our hearts and minds that we may be a royal priesthood 

acceptable in the service of your kingdom. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

 
The second figure is placed in the crib, bearing frankincense. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As our prayer rises up before you as incense, 
so may we be presented before you  

with penitent hearts and uplifted hands 
to offer ourselves in your priestly service. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

 
The third figure is placed in the crib, bearing myrrh.  
 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As you give medicine to heal our sickness 
and the leaves of the tree of life 

for the healing of the nations, 
so anoint us with your healing power 
that we may be the first-fruits of your new creation. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Let us confess our sins.  
 

Silence is kept.  
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 

love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God.  
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God, we give you thanks and praise 
Of heavenly joy and earthly peace we sing. 
We worship you, to you our hearts we raise, 
Lord God, Almighty Father, heavenly King. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin. 
O Lamb of God, your glorious victory won, 
Receive our prayer, grant us your peace within. 
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Alone, O Christ, you are the only Lord, 

At God’s right hand, in majesty most high. 
Who with the Spirit, worshipped and adored 
With all the heavenly host, we glorify. 

Tune: ‘Woodlands’ 

 
The Collect 

Let us pray.  
 

Silence is kept. 
 

O God, 
who by the leading of a star 
manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:  
mercifully grant that we, 
who know you now by faith, 
may at last behold your glory face to face; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  
Amen 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60. 1-6 
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth, 
   and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
   and his glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light, 
   and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 
   they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; 
   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
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A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
   all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Gospel Reading 

 

Please stand. We repeat the refrain: 
 

 
 

Pilgrim’s alleluia (Hymn 377) 

 
The Gospel is announced. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
Gospel reading: Matthew 2:1-12 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child 

who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 

and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was 

frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 

was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet:  
 

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 
 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 

saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 
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him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When 
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 

star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 

the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with 

Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.  

Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 
 

 
Sermon 

 

Revd Emily Hockliffe Essex  
 

 
Affirmation of Faith 

Please stand. 
 
Let us declare our faith in God: 
 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
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Prayers of Intercession  

 
Today the wise men knelt before our Saviour.  
Let us also kneel to worship him with great joy,  
and to make our prayer to his heavenly Father.  
 

Please sit or kneel.  
 
These responses may be used 

 

Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 

 
We pray for those who are sick or in particular need: 

Natalia Stoneman, Naomi Lawrence, Kate Samuel,  
Grace, Josie, Kitty Datta, Atmadeep Novo Datta, Bob Southgate, 

Benji, Astrid Brooke, Caroline Winwood, Penny Champion. 

 
Those who have died recently: 

Carol Morgan, Janne Goble, Peter Keen, June Masters,  

Tim Brighouse. 
 

Those whose anniversary of death falls at this time: 

Bill Berryman, Frederick Young, James Horwood, Alvin Jeremy,

 Beryl Payne, Patrick Reck, Janet Collins, Lesley Trinder.   

And at the end 
 

 Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

 
The Peace 

Please stand 
 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you are called to peace.  
The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you.  
 

Let us offer one another a sign of Peace. 
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Hymn 94 

 
As with gladness men of old 
did the guiding star behold, 
as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious Lord, may we 
evermore be led to thee. 
 
As with joyful steps they sped, 

Saviour, to thy lowly bed, 
there to bend the knee before 
thee whom heaven and earth adore; 
so may we with willing feet 
ever seek thy mercy-seat. 
 
As they offered gifts most rare 
at thy cradle rude and bare, 
so may we with holy joy, 

pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee our heavenly King. 
 
Holy Jesus, every day 
keep us in the narrow way, 
and, when earthly things are past, 
bring our ransomed souls at last 
where they need no star to guide, 

where no clouds thy glory hide. 
 
In the heavenly country bright 
need they no created light; 
thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
thou its sun which goes not down; 
there for ever may we sing 
alleluias to our King. 

 

William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) 

 
 

 
 



page 10 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.  
 

Gracious God, 
accept the offering of your Church,  
the hearts of your people 
joined in praise and thanksgiving, 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  
Amen. 

 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer  

 

Please sit or stand as you are most comfortable. 
  

The Lord be with you 
 and also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 

In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 

we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
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Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy name,  
in earth and sky and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

Tune: ‘Nicaea’ 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 

Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
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Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with the blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

As our saviour taught us, so we pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   
your kingdom come, your will be done,                                                                      
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.                                             
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.                                 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.                                                          
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours,                                                               
now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  
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Agnus Dei 

 

 
Giving of Communion 

God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

This is God’s table and all are welcome. Please follow the directions of the 

steward. With the North aisle inaccessible, you will be directed down and back 
up the central aisle. To make this as smooth as possible, please allow 

everyone in your pew to come out before queueing. Those sitting towards the 
back on each side will be invited to come forwards first. 
 

If you are wearing a mask, it is most practical if you remove it before 

receiving communion. Please do not dip your wafer into the chalice. Please 
note that there is no obligation to take the chalice and it is fine still to receive 

communion in one kind only (the bread).  
 

If you do not wish to receive communion and would prefer a blessing instead, 

please do come forwards as well. 
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Music group anthem: Retourne, Mon Ame (Taize) 
 

Return, my soul, to your rest, for the Lord has been good to you. He 

rescued my soul from death. He will wipe away every tear from our eyes. 

 
 
Hymn 96i 

 

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid; 

star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 

Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining; 
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 
angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all. 
 

Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 
odours of Edom, and offerings divine, 

gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean, 
myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine? 
 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
vainly with gifts would his favour secure: 
richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid; 
star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 

Reginald Heber (1783-1826) 
 

 
Prayer after Communion 

Silence is kept. 
 
Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: 
may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light 
discern the glory of your presence in your Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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You have opened to us the Scriptures, O Christ, 

and you have made yourself known 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Abide with us, we pray, 
that, blessed by your royal presence, 
we may walk with you 
all the days of our life, 
and at its end behold you 
in the glory of the eternal Trinity, 
one God for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 
The Sending Out 
 

Blessing of Chalk 
 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
 who has made heaven and earth. 
 

 The Lord be with you 

 and also with you. 
 

 Lord God, among the gifts of your creation you have given chalk 
 to be of benefit to us all. We call on your holy name to bless 
 these pieces of chalk. May they be used to remember your 
 revelation to the wise men, Caspar, Melchoir and Belthasar. 
 Bless our homes with hospitality, and bless us with health, 
 kindness of heart and generosity. We ask this through Christ our 
 Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Hymn 105 

Please stand 
We three kings of Orient are;  
Bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,  
Following yonder star.  

O star of wonder, star of light,  
Star with royal beauty bright,  
Westward leading, still proceeding,  

Guide us to thy perfect light.  
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Born a King on Bethlehem plain  

Gold I bring to crown Him again,  
King forever, ceasing never,  
Over us all to reign.  

O star of wonder … 
 
Frankincense to offer have I;  
Incense owns a Deity nigh;  
Prayer and praising, all men raising,  
Worship him, God most high.  

O star of wonder … 
 
Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume  
Breathes a life of gathering gloom;  
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,  
Sealed in the stone cold tomb.  

O star of wonder … 
 
Glorious now behold Him arise;  

King and God and sacrifice;  
Heaven sings Alleluia,  
‘Alleluia!’ the earth replies.  

O star of wonder… 
 

Edward John Hopkins (1818-1901) 

 
 

The Blessing 
Christ our Lord, 

to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts, 
reveal to you his glory 
and pour upon you the riches of his grace; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 

 
The Dismissal 

We have seen his glory, 
the glory revealed to all the nations.  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.  
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Voluntary:  Fanfare Fugue in C Major : Johann Kirnberger  (1721-1783) 
 
Copyright: Common Worship & Times & Seasons ©The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 

2006. Common Worship: Additional Eucharistic Prayers, © The Archbishop's Council 

2012.: CCL no 234208. 
 

Please do join us for refreshments in the Coach House via the Quarry Road 
path. Please take this booklet away with you, and recycle it when you have 

finished with it. We no longer pass the collection plate around during the 

service, but you are welcome to use the collection plate at the back of 
church, or the contactless machine, if you would like to make a donation 

to support the work of our church.  If you would like to sign up to regular 

monthly giving, please visit www.hthq.uk/giving-to-the-church for more 
information.  

 

 
Notices: Feast of the Epiphany  

 

Sunday Jan 7th: Feast of the Epiphany 
8am Holy Communion 

10am Parish Eucharist and Forest Sunday School 
 

Midweek Services 

Morning Prayer: 9am Monday to Thursday will resume on Monday January 8th). 

Midweek Communion: Wednesdays at 10am 
 

Sunday Jan 14th: Baptism of Christ 

8am Holy Communion  
10am Parish Eucharist and Forest Sunday School 
 

Housekeeping matters during the building work: Please kindly note 
that toilet facilities are available at the Coach House, and the vestry is now 

strictly out of use. Seating is more restricted inside the church - please be 

considerate when choosing a pew, and allow space for latecomers if 
possible (please consider filling up from the front!). The back pews 

are reserved for children and families attending Sunday school. In the 

event of an emergency, fire exits are at the main church door and the 
chancel door. As the colder months approach please remember to wrap up 

warm when you come to church. With the north aisle boxing we don't have 

the full benefit of the church heating. Fleece blankets are available from 
the welcomers if needed! 

 

We are so grateful that the building work is progressing smoothly and to 
plan! Although the church will look and feel quite different over the coming 

months of building work, we remember that we have laboured for a very 

long time to bring these plans to fruition, and we all look forward in faith and 

http://www.hthq.uk/giving-to-the-church
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hope to the completion of the works in 2024. Please continue to hold the 
project in your prayers. As the psalmist writes: 'unless the Lord builds the 

house, those who labour build it in vain' (Psalm 127.1). We ask you all to 

pray especially for wisdom for our architect and contractors, and for peaceful 
relations with our neighbours and local residents affected by the work.  

 

God of vision and hope, 
we thank you for our church building; 

a place of prayer and pilgrimage, 

witnessing to your love and presence in our midst.  
We pray for our plans to develop the building 

to further the work of your kingdom in this and future generations.  

We pray for the guidance, resources and skills we need  
to bring the project to completion, 

and that we would be united in vision and focus 

as we work towards this goal, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Cornerstone.  

Amen. 

 
New Newsletter The deadline for the next online newsletter is Thursday 

25 January. If you have any items and photos to contribute, please email 

them to Yue-Yi Hwa at newsletter@hthq.uk. Thank you very much.  
 

Gatehouse appeal: The Gatehouse supports adults aged 25+ who are 

homeless, vulnerably housed, on low income and/or looking for company 
and community. Holy Trinity will again be providing soup for the Gatehouse 

- if you are able to make one or more batches of 2 litres of 

vegetarian soup by Sunday 15 January, please let Monika Blackwell know 
(mdblackwell@hotmail.com or 07880 797009).  
 

On Sunday 7 January I will leave some freezer bags, labels and 

instructions outside my house at 1 York Road, Headington, OX3 8NW. If 

you are unable to collect them please let me know and I will drop them off. 

Thank you - this nourishing and warming soup is very welcomed. 
 

Eco Resources List: To view the Autumn recommended resources go 

to: https://www.hthq.uk/eco-church-resources/ 
This week’s Eco Tip: Was there an eco dimension in your New Year 

Resolutions? If not, it’s not too late to add one. Do an audit of your recycling 

bin. Could you have bought fewer items in plastic bags? Christmas wrapping 
paper? Could that be ironed and folded away for next year? Christmas cards? 

Why not save the fronts of cards that have no writing; cut to appropriate 

shapes, punch holes and bingo! Ready-made labels for December 2024. 
Good for the environment, good for your pocket!   

Hilary Rollin for Eco Group. 

mailto:newsletter@hthq.uk
mailto:mdblackwell@hotmail.com
https://www.hthq.uk/eco-church-resources/
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Pastoral care team Are you in need of support or would you like to talk 
to someone? We rely on you to let us know of anyone who is ill, or in 

hospital or who might welcome a visit. Please contact any of the clergy 

(numbers below) or Helen Day, Janet Masters, or Anne Tarassenko. 
 

 

Holy Trinity Headington Quarry 
An open door between heaven and earth, 

showing God’s love to all. 

 
As the Anglican parish in Headington Quarry, Risinghurst and Wood Farm, 

we are here for every local resident. Our church is open every day. We 

hope that you will find God’s peace as you come to pray or just sit and rest 
awhile. If you have questions about the Christian faith or would like to find 

out more about church life, please get in touch: 

 
Contact us 

Vicar: Revd Dr Laura Biron-Scott 
vicar@hthq.uk   01865 762835 

Associate Priest: Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 

associatepriest@hthq.uk 
Curate: Revd Emily Hockliffe Essex 

curate@hthq.uk   07979 931889 

Parish Office: office@hthq.uk  01865 762931 
Churchwardens: wardens@hthq.uk 

Website:   www.hthq.org.uk 

Church post code for emergencies: OX3 8LQ 

mailto:vicar@hthq.uk
mailto:associatepriest@hthq.uk
mailto:curate@hthq.uk
mailto:office@hthq.uk
mailto:wardens@hthq.uk
http://www.hthq.org.uk/
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An Epiphany House Blessing 
 
‘Chalking the door’ is an ancient custom of the church in 
Epiphany, as Christians mark the feast and the 
beginning of the new year by asking God’s blessing on 
their homes. Traditionally, doorposts are marked with 
the initials of the wise men, to symbolise Christian 

hospitality to visitors. It also reminds us that Christ is 
incarnate in the love and care we show to each other in 
our ordinary lives, and in friends and strangers who 
cross the threshold of our homes during the year. 
 
If you would like to, please take a piece of chalk home 
at the end of the service, and use it to mark the 
doorpost of your house, or another entrance, as follows: 
20 + C + M + B + 24. As you mark the entrance, you 

may pray wish to pray the following prayer: 
 

The three wise men: 
 
C Caspar 
M Melchior  
B and Balthasar  
 
followed the star of God’s son who became human. 

 
20 two thousand 
24 and twenty-four years ago 
++  may Christ bless our home 
++ and remain with us throughout the year. 
Amen. 

 
 


