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Picturing the Passion: Holy Week through our Church Building 
 

Our focus for prayer and reflection this morning is the stained glass 
East window, which depicts Christ in glory as designed by Sir John 
Ninian Comper (1864-1960). The window is dedicated ‘in memory of 
the men of this parish who gave their lives for their country 1939-
1945’, and its youthful Christ is very much modelled on the features of 
those young men who gave their sacrifice. Christ’s open arms invite us 
in to his glorious presence as he presides over this his church. 
 
Words of welcome.  

 
Hymn 205 

Please stand 
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia, 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia, 
who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia, 
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia. 
 
Hymns to praise then us sing Alleluia, 

unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia, 
who endured the cross the grave, Alleluia, 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia. 
 
But the pains that he endured Alleluia, 
our salvation have procured; Alleluia, 
now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia, 
where the angels ever sing Alleluia. 
 

Lyra Davidica, 1708 and others 

 
The president says  

 
In the name of the Father 
and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit 
Amen. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
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This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ was raised gloriously 
from the dead, crushing the power of sin and destroying the 

sting of death. Throughout the world Christians celebrate the 
mighty power of God as Christ calls us out of darkness to share 
in his marvellous light. May we, and all Christ’s people, shine as 
lights in the world to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis 

 
Glory to God, we give you thanks and praise 
Of heavenly joy and earthly peace we sing. 
We worship you, to you our hearts we raise, 
Lord God, Almighty Father, heavenly King. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin. 
O Lamb of God, your glorious victory won, 

Receive our prayer, grant us your peace within. 
 
Alone, O Christ, you are the only Lord, 
At God’s right hand, in majesty most high. 
Who with the Spirit, worshipped and adored 
With all the heavenly host, we glorify. 

Tune: ‘Woodlands’ 
 

The Collect 
 

Let us pray that we may reign with the risen Christ in glory 
 

Silence is kept 
 
God of glory, 
by the raising of your Son 
you have broken the chains of death and hell: 
fill your Church with faith and hope; 
for a new day has dawned 

and the way to life stands open 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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New Testament Reading 
Acts 10: 34-43 

 
Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows 
no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what 
is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the 
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 
baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good 
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 

We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him 
on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to 
us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone 
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand. The refrain is repeated.  
 

 
 

The Gospel 
 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you O Lord. 

 
John 20: 1-18 

 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
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and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 

know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two were 
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on 
Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a 
place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb 

first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did 
not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she 
bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in 
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the 
head and the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why 
are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my 

Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When she 
had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, 
but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, 
‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you 
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I 
will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and 
said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means 
Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I 
have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and 

say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and announced 
to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that 
he had said these things to her. 
 
This is the gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you O Christ. 

 
 

Sermon 
Revd Emily Hockliffe Essex 
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Affirmation of Faith 
 

Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,  
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Almighty God,  

we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith  
with all who have been baptized in your name.  

Keep us faithful to our baptism,  

and so make us ready for that day  

when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  
Prayers of Intercession 

 
This response is used 

 
Lord, raise us up: and all your people. 
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And at the end 
 

 Merciful father:  
accept these prayers,  

 for the sake of your son, 
 our saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Please stand  

The Peace 
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 

‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 
The peace of the risen Lord be always with you 
and also with you. Alleluia.  
 

A minister says 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of Peace 

 
Hymn 216 
 

The day of resurrection! 
Earth, tell it out abroad; 
the Passover of gladness, 
the Passover of God; 
from death to life eternal, 
from earth unto the sky, 
our God hath brought us over 

with hymns of victory. 
 
Our hearts be pure from evil, 
that we may see aright 
the Lord in rays eternal  
of resurrection-light; 
and, listening to his accents, 
may hear so calm and plain 
his own ‘All hail’, and, hearing, 

may raise the victor strain. 
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Now let the heavens be joyful, 
and earth her song begin, 

the round world keep high triumph, 
and all that is therein; 
let all things seen and unseen 
their notes of gladness blend, 
for Christ the Lord is risen, 
our joy that hath no end. 

St John of Damascus (c.675-750) 

translated by John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 Be present, be present, 
 Lord Jesus Christ, 
 our risen high priest; 
 make yourself known in the breaking of bread.  
 Amen. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

 The Lord be with you      
  and also with you.                     

      
  Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
      
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 
      
  It is always right to give you thanks, 
 God our Creator, 

 loving and faithful, 
 holy and strong. 
 You made us 
 and the whole universe, 
 and filled your world with life. 
 
 You sent your Son to live among us, 
 Jesus our Saviour, Mary’s child. 
 He suffered on the cross; 
 he died to save us from our sins; 
 he rose in glory from the dead. 
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You send your Spirit 
 to bring new life to the world, 

 and clothe us with power from on high. 
 And so we join the angels 
 to celebrate and sing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty 
Early in the morning 
Our song shall rise to Thee 
Holy, holy, holy! 

Merciful and mighty 
God in three persons 
Blessed Trinity! 
 

 Father, on the night before he died, 
 Jesus shared a meal with his friends. 
 He took the bread, and thanked you. 
 He broke it, and gave it to them, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this to remember me. 
 
Bells are rung 
 
 After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. 
 He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying: 
 Drink this, all of you. 
 This is my blood, 
 the new promise of God’s unfailing love. 
 Do this to remember me. 

 
Bells are rung 
 
 Great is the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died: 
 Christ is risen: 
 Christ will come again. 

 

 Father, as we bring this bread and wine, 

 and remember his death and resurrection, 
 send your Holy Spirit, 
 that we who share these gifts 
 may be fed by Christ’s body and his blood. 
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 Pour your Spirit on us 

 that we may love one another, 
 work for the healing of the earth, 
 and share the good news of Jesus, 
 as we wait for his coming in glory. 
 
 For honour and praise belong to you, Father, 
 with Jesus your Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
 one God, for ever and ever. 
 Amen. 

      
The Lord’s Prayer  

Please sit or kneel 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 

As our saviour taught us, so we pray. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

 

 Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
 whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
 Lord, our hearts hunger for you;  
 give us this bread always. 

Giving of Communion 

 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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This is God’s table and all are welcome. Please follow the directions of the 
steward. With the North aisle inaccessible, you will be directed down and back 

up the central aisle. To make this as smooth as possible, please allow 
everyone in your pew to come out before queueing. Those sitting towards the 

back on each side will be invited to come forwards first. If you are wearing a 

mask, it is most practical if you remove it before receiving communion. Please 
do not dip your wafer into the chalice. Please note that there is no obligation 

to take the chalice and it is fine still to receive communion in one kind only 
(the bread). If you do not wish to receive communion and would prefer a 

blessing instead, please do come forwards as well. 

 

Hymn 212 
 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain; 
love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
In the grave they laid him, Love whom men had slain, 
thinking that he never would awake again, 

laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
he that for the three days in the grave had lain, 
back from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
then your touch can call us back to life again, 

field of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 

John Macleod Campbell Crum (1872-1958) 

 
Prayer after Communion 

  
 God of power, 
 may the boldness of your Spirit transform us, 
 may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us, 
 may the gifts of your Spirit equip us to serve and 
 worship you 
 now and always. Amen. 



 
 

12 

Hymn 218 
 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won; 
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 
 Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
 Endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won. 
 
Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

let the Church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing; 
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.  
 Thine be the glory …  
 
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love: 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.  
 Thine be the glory …  

A toi la gloire, O Ressuscité 
Edmond Budry (1854-1932) tr. Richard Birch Hoyle (1875-1939) 

 

The Blessing  
 God the Father, 

 by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
 strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; 
 and the blessing of God almighty, 
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
 be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
The Dismissal 

With the risen life of Christ within you, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  

 
Voluntary: Halleluiah Chorus, Handel. Please gather at the front if you 

would like to join the choir; and do join in from the congregation too!  

 

We wish you a peaceful and blessed Easter, filled with the life 

and hope of the risen Christ. 
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