HOLY TRINITY

HEADINGTON QUARRY

Christmas Day Communion Service



Words of welcome

Opening Hymn

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

let earth receive her King;

let every heart prepare him room,

and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns!

let all their songs employ;

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,

repeat the sounding joy,

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness

and wonders of his love,

and wonders of his love,

and wonders, wonders, of his love.

Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

The Greeting

‘Do I not fill heaven and earth?’ says the Lord.
Now the word is made flesh
and laid in a narrow manger.



From eternity to eternity you are God,
and now we see you as a new born child.

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you

and also with you

Lighting the Advent Wreath

We light the central candle to remember Christ, light of the world.

Advent candles tell their story

on this Christmas Day.

Those who waited for God’s glory:
they prepared the way.

Christ is with us: loving, giving,

in us living, here today!

Prayers of Penitence

Christ the light of the world has come

to dispel the darkness of our hearts.

In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our
sins.

God our Father,

you sent your Son full of grace and truth:
forgive our failure to receive him.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.



Jesus our Saviour,

you were born in poverty and laid in a manger:
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Spirit of love,

your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call:
forgive the hardness of our hearts.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy

The President says

May the God of all healing and forgiveness
draw you to himself,

that you may behold the glory of his Son,
the Word made flesh,

and be cleansed from all your sins,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Gloria

Ding dong, merrily on high!
In heav'n the bells are ringing
Ding dong, verily the sky

Is riv'n with angels singing.
Gloria, hosanna in excelsis!
Gloria, hosanna in excelsis!



E'en so here below, below,
Let steeple bells be swungen,
And io, io, io,

By priest and people sungen.
Gloria ...

Pray you, dutifully prime

Your matin chime, ye ringers;
May you beautifully rhyme
Your evetime song, ye singers.
Gloria ...

The Collect

Lord Jesus Christ

your birth at Bethlehem

draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth:
accept our heartfelt praise

as we worship you,

our Saviour and our eternal God.

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

First Reading: Isaiah 9.2, 5-7

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light
has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have



increased its joy. For a child has been born for us, a son given
to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall
be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He
will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The
zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Hymn

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed

the little Lord Jesus, laid down His sweet head

The stars in the bright sky, looked down where He lay
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes

but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes

| love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky
and stay by my side, until morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; | ask Thee to stay
close by me for ever, and love me | pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care
and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.

Author Unknown
Little children’s book, Philadelphia, 1885



Gospel Reading

Alleluia, alleluia.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory.

Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that
all the world should be registered. This was the first
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David.

He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged
and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to
them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the



city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and

saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

The Creed
Let us declare our faith in God.

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.

Please sit.



We believe in one God;
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
The response is used:

Holy God.
Hear our prayer.

The Peace

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you

And also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
All may exchange a sign of Peace.
Hymn

Good Christians all, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice!
Listen now to what we say,
Jesus Christ is born today;

ox and ass before him bow,
and he is in the manger now!



Christ is born today;
Christ is born today!

Good Christians all, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice!
Hear the news of endless bliss,
Jesus Christ was born for this:
he has opened heaven's door
and we are blessed for evermore!
Christ was born for this;
Christ was born for this!

Good Christians all, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice!
Now you need not fear the grave;
Jesus Christ was born to save:
come at his most gracious call
to find salvation, one and all!
Christ was born to save;
Christ was born to save.

Latin and German, 14™c, ad. John Mason Neale (1818-1866)

Taking of Bread and Wine
The president takes the gifts and prays:
Word made flesh, life of the world,
in your incarnation you embraced our poverty:

by your Spirit may we share in your riches.
Amen.
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The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation;
in your love you made us for yourself.

When we turned away

you did not reject us,

but came to meet us in your Son.

You embraced us as your children

and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.

In Christ you shared our life

that we might live in him and he in us.

He opened his arms of love upon the cross
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.

On the night he was betrayed,

at supper with his friends

he took bread, and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to them, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

Father, we do this in remembrance of him:

his body is the bread of life. (Bells are rung)
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At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,
he gave you thanks, and said:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins;
do this in remembrance of me.

Father, we do this in remembrance of him:
his blood is shed for all. (Bells are rung)

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory,
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine

may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.

As we eat and drink these holy gifts

make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.

With your whole Church throughout the world
we offer you this sacrifice of praise
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:

(Tune: See amid the winter’s snow)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and of might.
All of heaven and earth are full
Of your glory, Lord most high.

Sing hosanna to the Lord,
Sing hosanna to our God.
Let us join creation’s praise;
Let us now our voices raise.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Please sit or kneel

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us
as our saviour taught us, so we pray.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power

and the glory are yours,

now and for ever.

Amen.

The Breaking of Bread

We break the bread of life,
and that life is the light of the world.

God here among us,

light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.
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Agnus Dei
(tune: The first Nowell)

O Lamb of God,
you take away

the sin of the world
Have mercy on us.

O Lamb of God,
you take away

the sin of the world
Have mercy on us

O, Lamb of God,

you take away

the sin of the world

O grant us your peace.

Giving of Communion

Christ is the true bread
which has come down from heaven.
Lord, give us this bread always.

All are welcome to receive communion. If you would prefer a
blessing, please come forwards holding this service booklet.
Please follow the directions of the steward and make your way
back to your seat following the one-way system.
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Communion Hymn

Infant holy, infant lowly,

for His bed a cattle stall;

oxen lowing, little knowing
Christ, the babe, is Lord of all.
Swift are winging angels singing,
noels ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the babe is Lord of all!
Christ the babe is Lord of all!

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping
vigil till the morning new

saw the glory, heard the story,

tidings of the gospel true.

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow,

praises voicing, greet the morrow:

Christ the babe was born for you;

Christ the babe was born for you.

Attrib. Piotrowi Skardze (1536-1612)
Prayer after Communion

God our Father,

whose Word has come among us

in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:

May the light of faith illumine our hearts
and shine in our words and deed;
through him who is Christ the Lord.
Amen.
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Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us,

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work

to your praise and glory.

Amen.

Hymn

O come all ye faithful,

joyful and triumphant,

Come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him

born the King of angels;

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

Christ the Lord.

God of God, light of light,

Lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb;
Very God, begotten not created:

O come, let us adore Him ...

See how the shepherds,
summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks,

draw nigh with lowly fear;
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we too will thither
bend our joyful footsteps:
O come, let us adore Him ...

Sing, choirs of angels,

sing in exultation,

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
Glory to God in the highest:

O come, let us adore Him ...

Yea, Lord, we greet thee,

born this happy morning;

Jesu, to thee be glory given;

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;
O come, let us adore Him ...

The Blessing

Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one
things earthly and heavenly,

fill you with peace and goodwill

and make you partakers of the divine nature;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

be with you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh.
Glory, thanks and praise to God
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Voluntary: Fantasia “In Dulci Jubilo” J.S. Bach

Copyright: Common Worship & Times & Seasons © The Archbishops’
Council 2000, 2006

We wish you all a Holy and Happy Christmas
and a Blessed and Peaceful New Year!

A Prayer for the Vacancy:

God of vision and hope,
we thank you for all
who have ministered here
throughout the history of this church.
In this time of vacancy,
we pray for our churchwardens,
Margaret and Linda,
for our vacancy oversight group and PCC,
for all involved in discerning
the next chapter of our church’s life;
may we continue to grow in love,
share in responsibility,
and seek your vision for our future,
in the name of Jesus Christ,
our shepherd and our guide.
Amen.
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Forest Sunday School

Forest Sunday School meets during the 10am Sunday service
each week if you would like to join us.

We leave church during the first hymn and gather in the
woodland area just up the church path. There is a lovely log
circle where we can gather for our service and also paths and
a little hill with a rope swing where we can do activities and
play games. We rejoin the main church service for
communion after about 40 minutes.

All ages are very welcome but it’s particularly suited to
children aged 4 to 10, with or without parents/carers.

For further information, please contact Felicity:
felicity.hthg@gmail.com
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Holy Trinity Headington Quarry
An open door between heaven and earth,
showing God’s love to all.

As the Anglican parish in Headington Quarry, Risinghurst and
Wood Farm, we are here for every local resident. Our church
is open every day. We hope that you will find God’s peace as
you come to pray or just sit and rest awhile. If you have
questions about the Christian faith or would like to find out
more about church life, please get in touch:

Contact us
Vicar: Vacancy
Associate Priest: Revd Prof Rob Gilbert
associatepriest@hthqg.uk
Curate: Revd Emily Hockliffe Essex
curate@hthg.uk 07979 931889

Parish Office: office@hthg.uk 01865 762931

Churchwardens: wardens@hthg.uk

Website: www.hthqg.org.uk

Church post code for emergencies: OX3 8LQ
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