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Words of welcome.  
 

Hymn 205 
Please stand 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia, 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia, 
who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia, 
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia. 
 

Hymns to praise then us sing Alleluia, 
unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia, 
who endured the cross the grave, Alleluia, 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia. 
 

But the pains that he endured Alleluia, 
our salvation have procured; Alleluia, 
now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia, 
where the angels ever sing Alleluia. 

 

The president says  
 

In the name of the Father 
and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit 
Amen. 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ was raised gloriously 
from the dead, crushing the power of sin and destroying the 
sting of death. Throughout the world Christians celebrate the 
mighty power of God as Christ calls us out of darkness to share 
in his marvellous light. May we, and all Christ’s people, shine as 
lights in the world to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God, we give you thanks and praise 
Of heavenly joy and earthly peace we sing. 
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We worship you, to you our hearts we raise, 
Lord God, Almighty Father, heavenly King. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin. 
O Lamb of God, your glorious victory won, 
Receive our prayer, grant us your peace within. 
 

Alone, O Christ, you are the only Lord, 
At God’s right hand, in majesty most high. 
Who with the Spirit, worshipped and adored 
With all the heavenly host, we glorify. 

Tune: ‘Woodlands’ 
 

The Collect 
 

Let us pray that we may reign with the risen Christ in glory 
 

Silence is kept 
 

God of glory, 
by the raising of your Son 

you have broken the chains of death and hell: 
fill your Church with faith and hope; 
for a new day has dawned 
and the way to life stands open 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

 
New Testament Reading 

Acts 10.34-43 
 

Peter began to speak: “I really understand now that God does not 
consider some people to be better than others. He accepts anyone 
who worships him and does what is right. It is not important what 
nation they come from. God has spoken to the people of Israel. He 
sent them the Good News that peace has come through Jesus Christ, 
the Lord of all people. You know what has happened all over Judea. It 
began in Galilee after John told the people they needed to be 
baptized. You know about Jesus from Nazareth. God made him the 
Messiah by giving him the Holy Spirit and power. Jesus went 
everywhere doing good for people. He healed those who were ruled 
by the devil, showing that God was with him. We saw all that Jesus 
did in Judea and in Jerusalem. But he was killed. They put him on a 
cross made of wood. But on the third day after his death, God raised 
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him to life and let him be seen openly. He was not seen by everyone, 
but only by us, the ones God had already chosen to be witnesses. We 

ate and drank with him after he was raised from death. Jesus told us 
to go and speak to the people. He told us to tell them that he is the 
one God chose to be the Judge of all who are living and all who have 
died. Everyone who believes in Jesus will have their sins forgiven 
through his name. All the prophets agree that this is true.” 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand. Any children are invited to gather round the tomb as 
we listen to the Easter story. As we gather, we sing: 
 

 
 

The Gospel 
 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you O Lord. 

 

Luke 24.1-12 
 

Very early Sunday morning, the women came to the tomb where 

Jesus’ body was laid. They brought the sweet-smelling spices they 
had prepared. They saw that the heavy stone that covered the 
entrance had been rolled away. They went in, but they did not find 
the body of the Lord Jesus. They did not understand this. While they 
were wondering about it, two men in shining clothes stood beside 
them. The women were very afraid. They bowed down with their 
faces to the ground. The men said to them, “Why are you looking for 
a living person here? This is a place for dead people. Jesus is not 
here. He has risen from death. Do you remember what he said in 

Galilee? He said the Son of Man must be handed over to the control 
of sinful men, be killed on a cross, and rise from death on the third 
day.” Then the women remembered what Jesus had said. 
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The women left the tomb and went to the eleven apostles and the 
other followers. They told them everything that happened at the 

tomb. These women were Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary, the 
mother of James, and some others. They told the apostles everything 
that happened. But the apostles did not believe what they said. It 
sounded like nonsense. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb to see. 
He looked in, but he saw only the cloth that Jesus’ body had been 
wrapped in. It was just lying there. Peter went away to be alone, 
wondering what had happened. 

 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Talk 

Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 

Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,  
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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Almighty God,  

we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith  
with all who have been baptized in your name.  

Keep us faithful to our baptism,  

and so make us ready for that day  

when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  
Prayers of Intercession 

 
Let us pray to the Lord who brings new life out of death. 
 

Children are invited to the back of church to participate in the 
flowering of the cross. 
 

God of resurrection, by your grace the cross is transformed  
into a symbol of new life. Transform our hearts, that we might 
be freed from sin to receive new life in you. 
 

God of love: Hear our prayer 
 

Lord of all life, we lift before you the troubles of the world. 
Bring peace where there is conflict, wholeness where there is 
division, and hope where there is despair. 
 

God of love: Hear our prayer 
 

Loving God, bring comfort and healing to those who have asked 
for our prayers: 
Grace, Josie, Kitty Datta, Atmadeep Novo Datta, Bob Southgate, 
Benjie, Pam, Madeleine Tarrant, Hunter Merritt, Maureen, Elizabeth, 

Christine, Janet Lever, Len Farrar, Barbara Farrar. 

and transform the sorrow of death into the joy of heaven, as we 
remember: 
Those who have died recently: Owen Tollman, Kenneth Sanders. 

Those whose anniversary of death falls at this time: William Palmer, 

Edith Clift, Zara Edwards, Alice Francombe, John Lowe, Liz Berryman, 
Stephen Cooper. 
 

God of love: Hear our prayer 
 

God of hope, you bring the green shoots of springtime out of the 

bare winter earth, we give you thanks for all you are beginning 
in us and for all that is to come. 
 

God of love: Hear our prayer 
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You are invited to add your own prayers on your paper flowers: on 
one side a prayer for God’s transformation; on the other, thanksgiving 

for God’s gifts. 
 

And at the end of our time of prayer, our flowers will be gathered in 
and placed at the foot of the cross. We turn to face this symbol of 
new life and God’s transforming grace. 
 

 Heavenly Father, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant that, as his death has recalled us to life, 

so his continual presence in us may raise us to eternal joy; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Welcome to Holy Communion 
 

We are God’s pilgrim people.  
We share in the story of God’s love for the world,  
God’s love in Christ, calling us to himself,  
God’s love in the Spirit, giving strength for our journey of faith.  
We celebrate this love in word and song,  
we feed on Jesus in bread and wine  
and make him known through our life together.  
 

As the people of God in this place, we share the responsibility of 
encouraging one another in our worship and supporting one 
another in our discipleship, by our example and our prayers.  
 

Poppy, Theo, Aryana, Oren, we welcome you in Jesus’ name to 
receive communion with us. 

 

We welcome them with applause.  
 

The Peace 
Please stand. 
 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the risen Lord be always with you 

and also with you. Alleluia.  
 

Let us offer one another a sign of Peace 
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Hymn 216 
 

The day of resurrection! 
Earth, tell it out abroad; 
the Passover of gladness, 
the Passover of God; 
from death to life eternal, 
from earth unto the sky, 
our God hath brought us over 
with hymns of victory. 
 

Our hearts be pure from evil, 

that we may see aright 
the Lord in rays eternal  
of resurrection-light; 
and, listening to his accents, 
may hear so calm and plain 
his own ‘All hail’, and, hearing, 
may raise the victor strain. 
 

Now let the heavens be joyful, 
and earth her song begin, 

the round world keep high triumph, 
and all that is therein; 
let all things seen and unseen 
their notes of gladness blend, 
for Christ the Lord is risen, 
our joy that hath no end. 

St John of Damascus (c.675-750) 
translated by John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 

 

Any children are invited to gather in the Chancel. 
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 Be present, be present, 
 Lord Jesus Christ, 
 our risen high priest; 
 make yourself known in the breaking of bread. Amen. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you      

  and also with you.                     
      

  Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
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  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 
      

  It is always right to give you thanks, 
 God our Creator, 
 loving and faithful, 
 holy and strong. 
 You made us 
 and the whole universe, 
 and filled your world with life. 
 

 You sent your Son to live among us, 

 Jesus our Saviour, Mary’s child. 
 He suffered on the cross; 
 he died to save us from our sins; 
 he rose in glory from the dead. 
 You send your Spirit 
 to bring new life to the world, 
 and clothe us with power from on high. 
 And so we join the angels 
 to celebrate and sing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty 
Early in the morning 
Our song shall rise to Thee 
Holy, holy, holy! 
Merciful and mighty 
God in three persons 
Blessed Trinity! 
 

 Father, on the night before he died, 

 Jesus shared a meal with his friends. 
 He took the bread, and thanked you. 
 He broke it, and gave it to them, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this to remember me. 

Bells are rung 

 After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. 
 He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying: 
 Drink this, all of you. 

 This is my blood, 
 the new promise of God’s unfailing love. 
 Do this to remember me. 

Bells are rung 
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 Great is the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died: 
 Christ is risen: 
 Christ will come again. 

 

 Father, as we bring this bread and wine, 
 and remember his death and resurrection, 
 send your Holy Spirit, 
 that we who share these gifts 
 may be fed by Christ’s body and his blood. 
      

 Pour your Spirit on us 

 that we may love one another, 
 work for the healing of the earth, 
 and share the good news of Jesus, 
 as we wait for his coming in glory. 
 For honour and praise belong to you, Father, 
 with Jesus your Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
 one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
      

The Lord’s Prayer  
   

Please sit or kneel. Children return to their seats. 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 

As our saviour taught us, so we pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

 Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
 whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
 Lord, our hearts hunger for you;  
 give us this bread always. 
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We repeat the chant as the bread is broken 
 

Jesus Christ, Bread of Life, those who come to you will 
not hunger. Jesus Christ, risen Lord, those who trust in 
you will not thirst. 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

This is God’s table and all are welcome. Please follow the directions of the 

stewards. Please do not dip your wafer into the chalice. Please note that there 
is no obligation to take the chalice and it is fine still to receive communion in 

one kind only (the bread). If you do not wish to receive communion and 

would prefer a blessing instead, please do come forwards as well. 

 
Hymn 212 
 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain; 
love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 

In the grave they laid him, Love whom men had slain, 
thinking that he never would awake again, 
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
he that for the three days in the grave had lain, 
back from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
then your touch can call us back to life again, 
field of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 

John Macleod Campbell Crum (1872-1958) 

 
Prayer after Communion 

 God of power, 
 may the boldness of your Spirit transform us, 
 may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us, 
 may the gifts of your Spirit equip us to serve and 
 worship you now and always. Amen. 



 
 

12 

Hymn 218 
 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won; 
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 
 Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
 Endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won. 
 

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
let the Church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing; 

for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.  
 Thine be the glory …  
 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love: 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.  
 Thine be the glory …  

A toi la gloire, O Ressuscité 

Edmond Budry (1854-1932) tr. Richard Birch Hoyle (1875-1939) 

 
The Blessing 

 God the Father, 
 by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
 strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; 
 and the blessing of God almighty, 
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
 be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 

 
The Dismissal 

With the risen life of Christ within you, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  

 
Voluntary: Halleluiah Chorus, Handel. Please gather at the front if you 

would like to join the choir; and do join in from the congregation too!  

 

We wish you a peaceful and blessed Easter, filled with the life 

and hope of the risen Christ. 
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