
Holy Trinity  

Headington Quarry 

                         
  

St Peter and St Paul  

29th June 2025 



Words of welcome. 

 
Hymn 584 
 
During the opening hymn, children are welcome to join the forest church 

taking place outside.  

 
All my hope on God is founded; 
he doth still my trust renew. 
Me through change and chance he guideth, 

only good and only true. 
God unknown, 
he alone 
calls my heart to be his own. 
 
Human pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray his trust; 
what with care and toil he buildeth, 
tower and temple, fall to dust. 
But God's power, 

hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tower. 
 
God's great goodness aye endureth, 
deep his wisdom, passing thought: 
splendour, light, and life attend him, 
beauty springeth out of naught. 
Evermore 
from his store 

new-born worlds rise and adore. 
 
Daily doth th' Almighty giver 
bounteous gifts on us bestow; 
his desire our soul delighteth, 
pleasure leads us where we go. 
Love doth stand 
at his hand; 
joy doth wait on his command. 

 
Still from earth to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
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for the gift of Christ his Son. 

Christ doth call 
one and all: 
ye who follow shall not fall. 
 

Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930)  
based on Meine Hoffnung stehet feste, 

       by Joachim Neander (1650-1680) 

 
 
In the name of the Father,  

and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 
The Greeting  

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy 
Spirit. Let us therefore confess our sins to God our redeemer. 
 

 Silence is kept.  
 
Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
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Almighty God, 

who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive you your sins, 
open your eyes to God's truth, 
strengthen you to do God's will 
and give you the joy of God’s kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory be to God in heaven, 
peace to those who love him well; 
on the earth let all his people 
speak his grace, his wonders tell: 
Lord, we praise you for your glory, 
mighty Father, heaven's king; 
hear our joyful adoration 
and accept the thanks we bring. 

Only Son of God the Father, 
Lamb who takes our sin away, 
now with God in triumph seated 
for your mercy, Lord, we pray: 
Jesus Christ, most high and holy, 
Saviour, you are God alone 
in the glory of the Father 
with the Spirit: Three-in-One! 

Tune: Ode to Joy. 

 
 

The Collect 
Lord, you have taught us 
that all our doings without love are nothing worth: 
send your Holy Spirit 
and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 
the true bond of peace and of all virtues, 
without which whoever lives is counted dead before you. 
Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Please be seated 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Acts 12.1-11 

It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the 

church, intending to persecute them. He had James, the brother of John, 
put to death with the sword. When he saw that this met with approval 

among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during 

the Festival of Unleavened Bread. After arresting him, he put him in 
prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers 

each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover. 

So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God 

for him. 

The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping 

between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at 

the entrance. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in 
the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. ‘Quick, get up!’ he 

said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. 

Then the angel said to him, ‘Put on your clothes and sandals.’ And Peter 

did so. ‘Wrap your cloak round you and follow me,’ the angel told 

him. Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the 
angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a 

vision. They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate 

leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. 
When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left 

him. 

Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I know without a doubt that the 

Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from 

everything the Jewish people were hoping would happen.’ 

This is this word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading 
Please stand. We repeat the refrain. 

 

 
‘Pilgrim’s Alleluia’: Hymn 377 
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 Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
 Glory to you O Lord. 
 

Matthew 16.13-19 
 
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ 
 They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 

others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ 
 

 ‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do you say I am?’ 
 

 Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ 
 

Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 

revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell 
you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 

gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom 

of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ 

 

This is the gospel of the Lord:  
Praise to you O Christ. 

            Sermon 
 
Revd Emily Hockliffe Essex 

Nicene Creed 
Please stand 

 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

Please sit or kneel. The following response may be used: 
 

Lord, hear us.  

Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
We pray for those who are sick or in particular need: 

Grace, Josie, Kitty Datta, Atmadeep Novo Datta, Bob Southgate, 

Benjie, Pam, Madeline Tarrant, Hunter Merritt, Maureen, Elizabeth, 

Christine, Janet Lever, Len Farrar, Barbara Farrar, Art Boylston,  
Linda Pearce. 

 

Those who have died recently:  
 Stephen Tolhurst  
 

Those whose anniversary of death falls at this time: 
Mark Clare, Phoebe Jane Stockford. 
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At the end 
 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

The Peace  

Please stand 

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father. 

Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 
Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 
The peace of the triune God be always with you. 

 and also with you. 
 
 Let us offer one another a sign of Peace. 

 
All may share a sign of Peace 
 

Hymn 588 
 

And can it be that I should gain 
an interest in the Saviour’s blood? 
Died he for me, who caused his pain? 
For me, who him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be 
that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
 
’Tis mystery all: the Immortal dies!  

Who can explore his strange design?  
In vain the first-born seraph tries  
to sound the depths of love divine.  
’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore,  
let angel minds enquire no more. 
 
He left his Father's throne above -- 
so free, so infinite his grace -- 
emptied himself of all but love, 
and bled for Adam's helpless race. 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
for, O my God, it found out me! 
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Long my imprisoned spirit lay 

fast bound in sin and nature's night; 
thine eye diffused a quickening ray; 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
my chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 
 
No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in him, is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 

and clothed in righteousness divine, 
bold I approach the eternal throne, 
and claim the crown, through Christ, my own. 
 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
Holy God, 
holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 

give us the bread of everlasting life, 
and make us branches of the true vine.  
Amen. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Please sit or stand as you are most comfortable 
 

The Lord be with you  
and also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
For with your only-begotten Son and the Holy Spirit 
you are one God, one Lord. 

All that you reveal of your glory, 
the same we believe of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, without any difference or inequality. 
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We, your holy Church, acclaim you, 

Father of majesty unbounded, 
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 
Three Persons we adore, 
one in being and equal in majesty. 
 
And so with angels and archangels, 
with cherubim and seraphim, 
we sing for ever of your glory: 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 

 
 

Sanctus and Benedictus 
 

 
Hymn 418 

 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
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who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
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Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Please sit or kneel  
 

As our Saviour taught us so we pray  
 

   Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,   
 your kingdom come, your will be done,                                                                      
 on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.                                             
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.                                 
 Lead us not into temptation  
 but deliver us from evil.                                                          
 For the kingdom, the power  

 and the glory are yours,                                                               
 now and for ever.  

Amen 
 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread.  
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Agnus Dei 

 

 
 

 
Giving of Communion 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 
This is God’s table and all are welcome. Regular communicants of their own 

tradition are invited to receive communion. There are two lines to receive 
communion, or if you prefer a blessing, returning to your pew via the north 

aisle. Stewards will guide you. 

The bread is distributed from the chancel step and the wine from that of the 
Lady Chapel, to the left. You may receive the bread only. Please do not dip 

your wafer in the chalice. Please inform a steward if you wish to receive 
communion in your seat. 

 

Hymn 724 
 

Loving Shepherd of thy sheep, 

keep thy lamb, in safety keep; 
nothing can thy power withstand, 
none can pluck me from thy hand. 
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Loving Saviour, thou didst give 

thine own life that we might live, 
and the hands outstretched to bless 
bear the cruel nails impress. 
 
I would praise thee every day, 
gladly all thy will obey, 
like thy blessed ones above 
happy in thy precious love. 
 

Loving Shepherd, ever near, 
teach thy lamb thy voice to hear; 
suffer not my steps to stray 
from the straight and narrow way. 
 
Where thou leadest I would go, 
walking in thy steps below, 
till before my Father’s throne 
I shall know as I am known. 

Jane Elizabeth Leeson (1809-1881)  
 

 
Prayer after Communion 

Loving Father, 

we thank you for feeding us at the supper of your Son: 

sustain us with your Spirit, 
that we may serve you here on earth 

until our joy is complete in heaven, 

and we share in the eternal banquet 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
You have opened to us the Scriptures, O Christ, 
and you have made yourself known 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Abide with us, we pray, 
that, blessed by your royal presence, 
we may walk with you 
all the days of our life, 

and at its end behold you 
in the glory of the eternal Trinity, 
one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Hymn 666 
 

I cannot tell why he, whom angels worship, 
should set his love upon the sons of men, 
or why, as Shepherd, he should seek the wanderers, 
to bring them back, they know not how or when. 
But this I know, that he was born of Mary, 
when Bethlehem’s manger was his only home, 
And that he lived at Nazareth and laboured, 
And so the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is come. 
 

I cannot tell how silently He suffered, 
as with his peace he graced this place of tears, 
or how his heart upon the cross was broken, 
the crown of pain to three and thirty years. 
But this I know, he heals the broken-hearted, 
and stays our sin, and calms our lurking fear 
and lifts the burden from the heavy laden; 
for still the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is here. 
 

I cannot tell how he will win the nations, 
how he will claim his earthly heritage, 
how satisfy the needs and aspirations 
of east and west, of sinner and of sage. 
But this I know, all flesh shall see his glory, 
and He shall reap the harvest He has sown, 
and some glad day his sun will shine in splendour 
when He the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is known. 
 

I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship, 
when at his bidding every storm is stilled, 
or who can say how great the jubilation 
when every heart with love and joy is filled. 
But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture, 
and myriad, myriad human voices sing, 
and earth to heaven, and heaven to earth, will answer, 
‘at last the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is King!’ 
 

William Young Fullerton (1857-1932) 
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The Blessing 

 
God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, 
defend you on every side, 
and guide you in truth and peace; 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
Please do join us for refreshments at the back of church or in the warmer 
meeting room after the Service. Please take this booklet away with you and 

recycle it when you have finished with it.  
 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England copyright © 

The Archbishops’ Council 2000 and 2006. Produced under CCL 234208. 
 

 

Notices: St Peter and St Paul    
 
Please read the weekly notices to find out about upcoming events and services. 
Clergy will highlight some of these notices in their brief welcome. If there is 

something you would particularly like highlighted at the start of the service, 
please notify the clergy (by email or phone) in good time before the service, or 

speak to them before the service starts if this is not possible. 

 
29th June: St Peter and St Paul   

8am Holy Communion 

President & Preacher: Revd Emily Hockliffe Essex   
10am Parish Eucharist and Forest Sunday School 

President: Revd Canon David Knight    

Preacher: Revd Emily Hockliffe Essex           
Organist: Rosie Tweddle 

 

6th July: The Third Sunday of Trinity   
8am Holy Communion 

President & Preacher: Revd Andrew Gregory   

10am Parish Eucharist and Forest Sunday School 
President: Revd Emily Hockliffe Essex              

Preacher: Revd Andrew Gregory   
Organist: Andrew Patterson  
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Midweek Services 

Morning Prayer: 9am Tuesdays and Thursdays in the Lady Chapel. 
10am Wednesday Eucharist followed by refreshments. 

 

A prayer for the vacancy: 
God of vision and hope, 

we thank you for all who have ministered here  

throughout the history of this church. 
In this time of vacancy, 

may we continue to grow in love, 

share in responsibility, 

and seek your vision for our future, 

in the name of Jesus Christ,  

our shepherd and our guide. A 
men. 

 
New vicar announced: we are delighted to announce that the Revd 

Martin Little will be joining us as our new vicar from the autumn. He will 

be installed in mid-September and will be joining us from St John’s 
Highbridge in Bath and Wells Diocese where he currently serves. Please 

pray for him and his family as they prepare to move, and for the people of 

St John’s as they prepare to enter a vacancy. 

Please note The Parish Office is closed and will reopen at 9am on 

Tuesday July 14th.  Notices for the church booklet for Sundays 6th & 
13th July should be sent to Emily's email at curate@hthq.uk  no later than 

Tuesday 9am 1st July. Thank you.   

Julian Group. The July meeting will be on Friday 4th July at 2.30 pm 

at 3 Barton Road, Headington. We meditate  for half an hour on a 

passage provided by one of us and then discuss it before having a social 

time with  tea/coffee and biscuits. New members are very welcome. Please 

contact me for further details: Sheila Allcock 01865-769630 

 
Summer Fete 12 July 2025 We are planning for the Summer Fete this 

year. This will be the final time that the current committee will be 

organising the Summer Fete. We hope to have an extremely successful 
event for our last year. We will be happy to receive good quality books, 

toiletries, toys, nearly new gifts, plants and cakes. Nearer the time other 

donations of wine for the Water to Wine, an item for the Tombola or a £2 
donation to buy a prize, will be welcomed. We urge you to complete a Gift 

Aid form with your donations. It makes a real difference Fete 

committee: Derek and Margaret Taylor (765051), Mike and Lisa (768077), 
Janet Foot (762450), Linda & Howard (765003) 
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Quarry Summer Fete today in aid of the Headington Quarry Village Hall 

on Sunday 6th July 11am – 6pm please see poster to support a fun 
event. 

 

Community Café every Tuesday 9.30 – 11.30am in the meeting room 
in church. An intergenerational space for parents/carers to spend time with 

their younger ones, meet up with people of all ages over a cup of tea/ 

coffee etc Toys available for preschool age children and toddlers. 
 

Eco Tips Why not try your hand at making a wildlife pond? No need to be 

too ambitious!  Even a small pond will quickly attract wildlife and be a 

source of delight to young and less young.  Hilary Rollin, Eco Church 

Group.        

 
Pastoral care team  Are you in need of support or would you like to talk 

to someone? We rely on you to let us know of anyone who is ill, or in 
hospital or who might welcome a visit. Please contact any of the clergy 

(numbers on back page) or Helen Day, Janet Masters, Anne Tarassenko, or 

Ruth Wooldridge. 
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Regular Giving at HTHQ 

We no longer pass the collection plate around during the service, but you 

are welcome to use the collection plate at the back of church, or the 

contactless machine, if you would like to make a donation to support the 
work of our church. If you would like to sign up to regular monthly giving, 

please visit www.hthq.uk/giving-to-the-church for more information 

 

If you don’t currently contribute regularly to Holy Trinity, please consider 

doing so. 

If you already contribute regularly to Holy Trinity, please consider 

increasing your monthly or annual contribution. 

If you currently give regularly via a Standing Order or another way, please 

consider cancelling that and switching to the Parish Giving Scheme.  

If you already support Holy Trinity through the Parish Giving Scheme, 

thank you.  

 

To start giving through the Scheme: 

(i) access the Scheme’s website through the QR code below and click on 

“Regular Giving,” or visit https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-

your-parish/headington-quarry-holy-trinity-oxford/ 

(ii) call the Scheme on 0333 002 1271, Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm, and 

they will take all of the information needed to complete a new Direct Debit 

instruction for you.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.hthq.uk/giving-to-the-church
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/headington-quarry-holy-trinity-oxford/
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/headington-quarry-holy-trinity-oxford/
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As the Anglican parish in Headington Quarry, Risinghurst and Wood Farm, 

we are here for every local resident. Our church is open every day. We 

hope that you will find God’s peace as you come to pray or just sit and rest 
awhile. If you have questions about the Christian faith or would like to find 

out more about church life, please get in touch: 

 
Contact us 

Vicar: Vacancy 

Associate Priest: Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 
associatepriest@hthq.uk 

Curate: Revd Emily Hockliffe Essex 

curate@hthq.uk   07979 931889 
Parish Office: office@hthq.uk  01865 762931 

Churchwardens: wardens@hthq.uk 

Website:   www.hthq.org.uk 
Church postcode for emergencies: OX3 8LQ 
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