
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifteen Sunday after Trinity   

28th September 2025



The Vicar says 

 
 In the name of the Father 
 and of the Son 
 and of the Holy Spirit  

Amen 
 

Words of welcome.  
 
During the first hymn children are welcome to join the Forest Church 

taking place outside.  
Please stand 

Hymn 721 
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesu, thou art all compassion, 

pure unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 
 
Come, almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy grace receive; 
suddenly return, and never, 
never more they temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above; 
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
 
Finish then thy new creation: 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee; 
Changed from glory into glory 
till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
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The Greeting 
  

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
and also with you. 

Please be seated 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
A minister says 

 

God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
 

Silence is kept.  
 

Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God.  
Amen. 
 

The president says 
 

Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive you your sins, 

open your eyes to God's truth, 
strengthen you to do God's will 
and give you the joy of God’s kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



page 4 

Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory be to God in heaven, 
peace to those who love him well; 
on the earth let all his people 
speak his grace, his wonders tell: 
Lord, we praise you for your glory, 
mighty Father, heaven's king; 
hear our joyful adoration 
and accept the thanks we bring. 

Only Son of God the Father, 
Lamb who takes our sin away, 
now with God in triumph seated 
for your mercy, Lord, we pray: 
Jesus Christ, most high and holy, 
Saviour, you are God alone 
in the glory of the Father 
with the Spirit: Three-in-One! 

Tune: Ode to Joy. 

 
The Collect 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit 
upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: 
grant that your people may be fervent 
in the fellowship of the gospel 
that, always abiding in you, 
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for 
we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 

but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. But those 

who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many 
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senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their 

eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 

themselves with many pains. But as for you, man of God, shun all this; 
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. Fight 

the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were 

called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of 
many witnesses. In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and 

of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good 

confession, I charge you to keep the commandment without spot or blame 
until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about 

at the right time-he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of 

kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be 

honour and eternal dominion. Amen. 
 

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 
haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on 

God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. They are to 

do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus 
storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, 

so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel Reading 
Please stand. We repeat the refrain. 
 

 
 

‘Pilgrim’s Alleluia’: Hymn 377 

 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

Gospel reading: Luke 16:19-end 

Jesus said ‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and 
who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named 

Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell 
from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores.  
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The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with 
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was 

being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by 

his side. He called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in 

agony in these flames.” But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during 

your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner 
evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides 

all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those 

who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can 
cross from there to us.” 
 

He said, “Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house- for I 

have five brothers-that he may warn them, so that they will not also come 
into this place of torment.” Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the 

prophets; they should listen to them.” He said, “No, father Abraham; but if 

someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” He said to him, “If 
they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 

convinced even if someone rises from the dead.”’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 

Sermon 
Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession  

 

Please sit or kneel. The following response may be used: 
 

Lord, hear us.  
Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

We pray for those who are sick or in particular need: 

Grace, Kitty Datta, Atmadeep Novo Datta, Bob Southgate, Benjie, 

Madeline Tarrant, Hunter Merritt, Elizabeth Knight, Maureen, 
Christine, Janet Lever, Len Farrar, Barbara Farrar, Art Boylston, 

Gillian Winman, David Blackman. 
 

Those who have died recently:  

Judy Lindley, Barbara Fruin, Geraldine Nicholls, Shelagh Borden,  
Lea Clarke. 
 

Those whose anniversary of death falls at this time: 

Lynette Cherrill, Charles Burrows, Henry Norton, Francis Wells, 
Margaret Miles, Tony Sims, Elizabeth Wells, Edith Nicholls. 
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And at the end 
 

 Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Peace  
Please stand 
 

To crown all things there must be love 
to bind all together and complete the whole. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace 
 

All may exchange a sign of Peace 
 
Hymn 585 

 

All I once held dear, built my life upon, 
all this world reveres, and wars to own 
all I once thought gain I have counted loss; 
spent and worthless now, compared to this. 
 

Knowing you, Jesus, 
knowing you,  
there is no greater thing. 
You're my all, you're the best, 

you're my joy, my righteousness, 
and I love you, Lord. 
 

Now my heart's desire is to know you more, 
to be found in you and known as yours. 
To possess by faith what I could not earn, 
all-surpassing gift of righteousness   Knowing you… 
 

Oh, to know the power of your risen life, 
and to know you in your sufferings. 

To become like you in your death, my Lord, 
so with you to live and never die.   Knowing you… 
 

Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 
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Taking of the Bread and Wine  
 

 As the grain once scattered in the fields 
 and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
 are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 
 so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together 
 from the corners of the earth 
 into your kingdom.  

Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Please sit or stand as you are most comfortable 
 

The Lord be with you 
 and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and singing: 
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We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me.    (Bells are rung) 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

(Bells are rung) 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 

Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with the blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 

 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  

Please sit or kneel 
 

As our saviour taught us, so we pray 
 Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,   
 your kingdom come, your will be done,                                                                      
 on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.                                             
 Forgive us our sins  

 as we forgive those who sin against us.                                 
 Lead us not into temptation  
 but deliver us from evil.                                                          
 For the kingdom, the power  
 and the glory are yours,                                                               
 now and for ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread  

to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
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Giving of Communion 

God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 

This is God’s table and all are welcome. Regular communicants of their own 

tradition are invited to receive communion. The bread is distributed from the 
chancel step and the wine from that of the Lady Chapel, to the left. You may 

receive the bread only. Please do not dip your wafer in the chalice. Please 

inform a steward if you wish to receive communion in your seat. 

 
Hymn 464 

 

Sweet Sacrament divine, 
hid in thine earthly home, 
lo, round thy lowly shrine, 
with suppliant hearts we come; 
Jesus, to thee our voice we raise 

in songs of love and heartfelt praise: 
sweet Sacrament divine. 
 

Sweet Sacrament of peace, 
dear home for every heart, 
where restless yearnings cease 
and sorrows all depart; 
there in thine ear all trustfully 
we tell our tale of misery: 

sweet Sacrament of peace. 
 

Sweet Sacrament of rest, 
ark from the ocean's roar, 
within thy shelter blest 
soon may we reach the shore; 
save us, for still the tempest raves, 
save, lest we sink beneath the waves: 
sweet Sacrament of rest. 
 

Sweet Sacrament divine, 
earth's light and jubilee, 
in thy far depths doth shine 
thy Godhead's majesty; 
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sweet light, so shine on us, we pray, 

that earthly joys may fade away: 
sweet Sacrament divine. 

Francis Stanfield (1835-1914) 
 

 Prayer after Communion 
 

Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; 
and, because without you our human frailty cannot but fall, 
keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, 
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 

The Sending Out 
 

Please stand 
Hymn 698 
 

King of glory, King of peace, 
I will love thee; 
and, that love may never cease, 
I will move thee. 
Thou hast granted my request, 
thou hast heard me; 
thou didst note my working breast, 
thou hast spared me. 
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Wherefore with my utmost art 

I will sing thee, 
and the cream of all my heart 
I will bring thee. 
Though my sins against me cried, 
thou didst clear me, 
and alone, when they replied, 
thou didst hear me. 
 

Seven whole days, not one in seven, 
I will praise thee; 
in my heart, though not in heaven, 
I can raise thee. 
Small it is, in this poor sort 
to enrol thee: 
e’en eternity’s too short  
to extol thee. 

George Herbert (1593-1633) 

 
 

The Blessing 
The peace of God,  
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  

Amen. 
The Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 
Voluntary: Grand March from Aida Giuseppe Verdi 

 
Please do join us for refreshments at the back of church or in the meeting 

room after the Service. Please take this booklet away with you and recycle 

it when you have finished with it.  
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England copyright © The 

Archbishops’ Council 2000 and 2006. Produced under CCL 234208. 
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Notices: September 28th 

 

Clergy will highlight some of these notices in their brief welcome. If there is 

something you would particularly like highlighted at the start of the service, 
please notify the clergy (by email or phone) in good time before the service, or 

speak to them before the service starts if this is not possible. 

 

28 September: Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity   

8am Holy Communion 
President & Preacher: Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 

10am Parish Eucharist and Forest Sunday School 

President: Revd Martin Little   
Preacher:  Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 

Organist: Andrew Patterson 

12.30 Baptism of Phoebe Hall 
 

Midweek Services 
9am Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday Morning Prayer  

10am Wednesday Eucharist followed by refreshments. 
 

4 October: Harvest Festival  

8am Holy Communion 
President & Preacher: Revd Martin Little 

10am All-Age Eucharist 

President: Revd Emily Hockliffe Essex                                                                                                      
Deacon: Revd Prof Rob Gilbert                                                                                                    

Preacher:  Revd Martin Little   

Organist: Andrew Patterson 
 

The Parish Office new opening times will be as follows: Monday 8.30- 1pm, 

Wednesday 8.30-12.30pm, Thursdays 8.30-9.30- 11.30-12.30. 
 

Julian Group. The October meeting will be on Friday 3rd October at 
2.30 pm at 3 Barton Road, Headington. We meditate for half an hour 

on a passage provided by one of us and then discuss it before having a 

social time with  tea/coffee and biscuits. New members are very welcome. 
Please contact me for further details: Sheila Allcock 01865-769630 

 

SAVE THE DATE: Thursday November 6th sees the start of the Eco 
Autumn Talks Series. Tom Bedford, local ornithologist and  

wildlife photographer will speak about his two hobbies, with reference to 

bird life in Lye Valley and beyond. He will also discuss ways of encouraging 
birds to visit our gardens during the winter months and give tips on how to 

create good photographs. His talk will be heavily based on his 

photographs. Venue: Coach House, 7.15 p.m. for refreshments; 7.30 for 
the start of the talk. All are welcome.    Hilary Rollin, for Eco Church Group 
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This week's Eco Tip: How about taking sustainability seriously and 
recycling commonly binned items, resolving to recycle more of the right 

items, and more often? Many recyclable items (e.g. drinks cans, aerosols, 

cartons and mixed glass) get tossed into the waste. Meanwhile, a whole 
load of recycling gets wasted when non-recyclable items are mixed in with 

recycling.  If in doubt, check with the Waste Wizard at: 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/recycle-repair-reuse 
Hilary Rollin, Eco Church Group 
  

Pastoral care team  Are you in need of support or would you like to talk to 

someone? We rely on you to let us know of anyone who is ill, or in hospital 

or who might welcome a visit. Please contact any of the clergy (numbers 
below) or Helen Day, Janet Masters, Anne Tarassenko, or Ruth Wooldridge. 

 

Two cards are available to sign in the meeting room for Revd Emily. 

 

As the Anglican parish in Headington Quarry, Risinghurst and Wood Farm, 
we are here for every local resident. Our church is open every day. We 

hope that you will find God’s peace as you come to pray or just sit and rest 

awhile. If you have questions about the Christian faith or would like to find 

out more about church life, please get in touch: 

Contact us 

Vicar: Revd Martin Little 
vicar@hthq.uk 01278 792154  

please note my day off is Friday 

Associate Priest: Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 
associatepriest@hthq.uk 

Curate: Revd Emily Hockliffe Essex 

curate@hthq.uk   07979 931889 
Parish Office: office@hthq.uk  01865 762931 

Churchwardens: wardens@hthq.uk 

Website:   www.hthq.org.uk 
Church postcode for emergencies: OX3 8LQ 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/recycle-repair-reuse
mailto:vicar@hthq.uk
mailto:associatepriest@hthq.uk
mailto:curate@hthq.uk
mailto:office@hthq.uk
mailto:wardens@hthq.uk
http://www.hthq.org.uk/

