
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Third Sunday of Epiphany 

25th January 2026



 

 

Welcome to Holy Trinity!  If you are new to the church or visiting, 
please make yourself known to one of the welcomers, and let us 

know any additional needs you may have.  An accessible toilet and 
baby change facilities are located in the meeting room on the north 

side of the church (across from the door you came in.)   
 
Children are a beloved and integral part of Holy Trinity, and most 
Sundays we run a Forest Sunday School in our small woodland area 
of the churchyard (resumes today).  The welcomers will point you in 

the direction of the Sunday School leaders.  Children and babies are 
very welcome to stay in the service, or to use the meeting room if a 
break-out space would be helpful.  We are not bothered by noise or 
children being children: we’re just glad you’re here. 
 
Please sit, or stand as you feel comfortable during the service, and 
join in with the words in bold type.  Tea, coffee and refreshments are 
served after the service: please stay for a friendly chat if you would 
like to. 
 
Holy Trinity is funded almost entirely by donations.  If you are able to 
contribute today as part of your worship, you can do so using the 
card reader or plate by the door on your way in or out.  Regular 
supporters of Holy Trinity are encouraged to do so via the Parish 
Giving Scheme: a secure, tax-efficient way of contributing to our 
ministry here.  
 

(i) You can access the Scheme s website through the QR code below 

and click on Regular Giving,” or visit 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-
parish/headington-quarry-holy-trinity-oxford/ 
(ii) call the Scheme on 0333 002 1271, Monday to Friday, 9am - 
5pm. 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/headington-quarry-holy-trinity-oxford/
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/headington-quarry-holy-trinity-oxford/
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Welcome and Introduction 
The president says 
 

In the name of the Father 
 and of the Son 
 and of the Holy Spirit  

Amen 
 
Words of welcome and any notices are given. 

 
Hymn 621 

 
Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
forgive our foolish ways! 
re-clothe us in our rightful mind, 
in purer lives thy service find, 
in deeper reverence, praise. 
 
In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
beside the Syrian sea, 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word 
rise up and follow thee. 
 
O Sabbath rest by Galilee! 
O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
the silence of eternity, 
interpreted by love! 
 
Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace. 

 
Breathe through the heats of our desire 
thy coolness and thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still small voice of calm.             John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892) 
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The Greeting 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

By the mercies of God, 
let us confess our sins and present our bodies as a living 

sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to him, 
which is our spiritual worship. 
 
 

 Silence is kept.  
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 

The president says 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis 
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Glory to God, we give you thanks and praise 
Of heavenly joy and earthly peace we sing. 
We worship you, to you our hearts we raise, 
Lord God, Almighty Father, heavenly King. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin. 
O Lamb of God, your glorious victory won, 
Receive our prayer, grant us your peace within. 
 
Alone, O Christ, you are the only Lord, 
At God’s right hand, in majesty most high. 
Who with the Spirit, worshipped and adored 
With all the heavenly host, we glorify. 

Tune: ‘Woodlands’ 
 

Collect 
God of all mercy, 
your Son proclaimed good news to the poor, 
release to the captives, 
and freedom to the oppressed: 
anoint us with your Holy Spirit 
and set all your people free 
to praise you in Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 9. 1-4  
 

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 

time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 

Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, 

the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

    on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation, 

    you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 
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    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 

    and the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor, 

    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading 
 

Please stand. We repeat the refrain: 
 

 
 

‘Pilgrim’s Alleluia’: Hymn 377 
 

The Gospel is announced. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
Gospel reading: Matthew 4.12-23 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 

Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the lake, in 

the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken 

through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
    on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 

the people who sat in darkness 

    have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

    light has dawned.’ 

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven has come near.’ 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is 

called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they 

were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish 
for people.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went 

from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 

brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, 
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and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and 

followed him. 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and 

every sickness among the people. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon 

The Revd Martin Little 
 

The Nicene Creed 
Please stand. 
  
 We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, 

 seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
 and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge 
 the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord, the giver of life, 
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 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son  
 is worshipped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. 
 Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
Please sit or kneel 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in particular need: 

Grace, Kitty Datta, Atmadeep Novo Datta, Bob Southgate, Benjie,  
Hunter Merritt, Maureen, Christine, Janet Lever, Len Farrar,  

Gillian Winman, David Blackman, Andrew Tolhurst, Julie,  

Malcolm Woodcock. 
 

Those who have died recently:  

David Kiggell, Margaret Fordyce, Milton Brown, Rosie O’Toole, Doreen 
Palmer. 

 

Those whose anniversary of death falls at this time: 
David Saville, Robert Oliver, Peter Hughes, Dennis Dymond, Margaret 

Cousins. 

 
And at the end 
 

 Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

The Peace 
Please stand 
 

Christ is our peace. 
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 
The old has passed away: behold, everything has become new. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you  
and also with you.  
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A minister says 

Let us offer one another a sign of Peace. 
 

Hymn 510 
 
Will you come and follow me 
if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know 
and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, 
will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown 
in you and you in me? 
 
Will you leave yourself behind 
if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind 
and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare 
should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer 
in you and you in me? 
 
Will you let the blinded see 
if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free 
and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean 
and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean 
in you and you in me? 
 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide 
if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside 

and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found 
to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound 
in you and you in me? 
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Lord, your summons echoes true 
when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you 
and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go 
where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow 
in you and you in me. 

             John L. Bell (b.1949) and Graham Maule (b. 1958) 

 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 

 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.  
 
Gracious God, 
accept the offering of your Church,  
the hearts of your people 
joined in praise and thanksgiving, 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.   
Amen. 

The Eucharistic Prayer  
 

Please sit or stand as you are most comfortable. 
  

The Lord be with you 
 and also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 
In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
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the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name,  
in earth and sky and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!              Tune: ‘Nicaea’ 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.                           (Bells are rung) 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  

(Bells are rung) 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith 
Christ has died: 
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Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with the blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  

 

As our saviour taught us, so we pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   
your kingdom come, your will be done,                                                                      
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.                                             
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.                                 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.                                                          
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours,                                                               
now and for ever.  Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ.  

Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  

 
Agnus Dei 
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          Iona Community 
 

Giving of Communion 
God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 

Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 

This is God’s table and all are welcome. Please follow the directions of the 

stewards. We will form two lines to receive communion – the bread is 
distributed from the chancel step, and the wine is distributed from the lady 

chapel step. Please return to your pew via the north aisle. Stewards will be on 

hand to direct you. 
 

If you are wearing a mask, it is most practical if you remove it before 

receiving communion. Please do not dip your wafer into the chalice. Please 
note that there is no obligation to take the chalice and it is fine still to receive 

communion in one kind only (the bread).  
 

If you do not wish to receive communion and would prefer a blessing instead, 
please do come forwards as well. 

Please join in with the hymn 
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Hymn 494 
 
I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my words to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
 
I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send?                                  Daniel L. Schutte (b.1947) 

 
Prayer after Communion 

Silence is kept. 
 

Almighty Father, 

whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world: 

may your people, 
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illumined by your word and sacraments, 

shine with the radiance of his glory, 

that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed 

to the ends of the earth; 

for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
The Sending Out 
 
 

 

Hymn 507 
 

Please stand  
 
We have a gospel to proclaim, 
good news for all throughout the earth;  
the gospel of a Saviour’s name:  
we sing his glory, tell his worth.  
  
Tell of his birth at Bethlehem 
not in a royal house or hall  
but in a stable dark and dim, 
the Word made flesh, a light for all.  
  

Tell of his death at Calvary,  
hated by those he came to save;  
in lonely suffering on the cross; 
for all he loved, his life he gave.  
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Tell of that glorious Easter morn:  
empty the tomb, for he was free.  
He broke the power of death and hell  
that we might share his victory.  
  
Tell of his reign at God’s right hand,  
by all creation glorified. 
He sends his Spirit on his church  
to live for him, the Lamb who died.  
  
Now we rejoice to name him King:  
Jesus is Lord of all the earth.  
This gospel-message we proclaim:  
we sing his glory, tell his worth. 
 

Edward Joseph Burns (b. 1938) 

 
The Blessing 

 
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory 
and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 

The Dismissal 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 

Copyright: Common Worship & Times & Seasons ©The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 

2006. Common Worship: Additional Eucharistic Prayers, © The Archbishop's Council 

2012.: CCL no 234208. 

 
Please join us for refreshments, served at the back of church. If you can please 

donate to the coffee fund in the jar provided. Please keep the flow moving by 
heading away from the serving hatch once you’ve got a drink, and feel free to 

use the space at the back of church or in our meeting room to mingle. 
Please take this booklet away with you and recycle it when you have finished 

with it. 
 

Notices deadline is now Monday 6pm. 
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Notices: Epiphany 3 
 

25 January : Epiphany 3 

8am Holy Communion  
President & Preacher: The Revd Martin Little 

10am Parish Eucharist and Forest Sunday School 

President:  The Revd Martin Little 
Preacher:  The Revd Martin Little 

Organist: The Revd Canon David Knight 

 
Midweek Services: 

9am Morning Prayer: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday when the 

Vicar is available. 
The Church is normally open for private prayer every day during daylight 

hours. 

 
1 February : The Presentation of Christ (Candlemas) 

8am Holy Communion  

President & Preacher: The Revd Martin Little 
10am All Age Parish Eucharist 

President:  The Revd Martin Little 

Preacher:  The Revd Martin Little 
Organist: Andrew Patterson 

Please note there is no Choral Evensong tonight. 

 
Stories wanted ASAP! For our all-age service next Sunday, our theme 

will be ‘Passing the Torch.’  If you can think of an older person who shared 

their Christian faith with you when you were younger, please could you 

drop me a few lines about them?  2 or 3 sentences at most: and I will read 

out as many as possible in my sermon!  Thanks, Revd Martin 

vicar@hthq.uk 
 

Warm Soup for the winter The Gatehouse supports adults aged 25+ 

who are homeless, vulnerably housed, on low income and/or looking for 
company and community. Holy Trinity will again be providing soup for the 

Gatehouse - if you are able to make one or more batches of 2 litres of 

vegetarian soup on Sunday 8 February, please let Monika Blackwell 
know (mdblackwell@hotmail.com or 07880 797009).  

Today Sunday 1 February I will leave some freezer bags, labels and 

instructions at the back of church. If you are unable to collect them please 
let me know and I will drop them off. Thank you - this nourishing and 

warming soup is very welcomed. Monika Blackwell (0)7880 797009 

 
Today after the 10am service Richard Churchill will be leading an informal 

mailto:mdblackwell@hotmail.com
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discussion in the meeting room on his poetry collection Sketches from a 
Curious Mind. All are very welcome, whether you have already read the 

book or are simply curious to learn more about it and the ideas behind it. 

Copies will be available to purchase today. 
 

Date for Diary Advance notice that Revd Prof Rob Gilbert’s installation 

service will take place on Thursday 16th April at 7.30pm at Heyford Hill Park 
Church. More information nearer the time.   

 

Rob’s Farewell You are warmly invited to a simple celebration on Palm 
Sunday, 29th March, to mark The Rev Prof Rob Gilbert's final service with 

us.  Cake and refreshments will be served immediately following 

the Sunday 10am service.  This will be an opportunity to give thanks, 
share fellowship, and wish Rob well for the next chapter of his ministry in 

the Cherwell Valley Benefice. If you would like to make a contribution to 

his gift, please give it to the Church Wardens or transfer to the Church 
bank account. Please clearly state  'for Rob Gilbert.’ Name: The 

Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Holy Trinity 

Account Number: 80484903   Sort Code: 20-65-21   
We hope you will be able to join us.  Best, Margaret T and Linda. 

 

New filter Coffee and Tea if you are able to it would help the church funds 
if you could donate to the refreshment fund each week by either putting 

money in the jar or by using the card machine. Thank you. 

 
Community Café every Tuesday 9.30 – 11.30am in the meeting room 

in church. An intergenerational space for parents/carers to spend time 

with their younger ones, meet up with people of all ages over a cup of tea/ 

coffee etc Toys available for preschool age children and toddlers. 

New PCC and Deanery Synod members will be needed at the end of 

April when these positions become vacant as people step down at the end 

of their term. Please speak to either Wardens or Revd Martin to find out 

more about these roles if you’re interested in this ministry. 

Flower fund If you would like to remember a loved one or celebrate a 

special anniversary or birthday by giving money for the flowers on a 
particular Sunday, Margaret Woodcock and the flower team would love to 

hear from you. office@hthq.uk  Thank you . 

This week's Eco Tip. Our last water tip! Fix leaky taps. Apart from saving 

water, you will avoid ice forming and blocking the exit pipes, and in the 

case of outside taps (particularly if they have not been lagged) you will 
reduce the risk of drips turning into dangerous icy patches. - Hilary Rollin, 

Eco Church Group 

 

mailto:office@hthq.uk
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Pastoral care team  Are you in need of support or would you like to talk to 
someone? We rely on you to let us know of anyone who is ill, or in hospital 

or who might welcome a visit. Please contact any of the clergy (numbers on 

back page) or Helen Day, Janet Masters, Anne Tarassenko, or Ruth 
Wooldridge. 
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As the Anglican parish in Headington Quarry, Risinghurst and 
Wood Farm, we are here for every local resident. Our church is 
open every day. We hope that you will find God’s peace as you 

come to pray or just sit and rest awhile. If you have questions 
about the Christian faith or would like to find out more about 

church life, please get in touch: 
 

Contact us 
Vicar: Revd Martin Little 

vicar@hthq.uk 01278 792154 
please note my day off is Friday 

Associate Priest: Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 
associatepriest@hthq.uk 

Parish Office: office@hthq.uk  01865 762931 
Churchwardens: wardens@hthq.uk 

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Anne Tarassenko 07443 652082 
annetarassenko@hotmail.com 

 
www.hthq.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/holytrinityheadingtonquarry 

Church postcode for emergencies: OX3 8LQ 
 
 
 

image: Christ calling the Apostles by Duccio, 1308-11 
(source: National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C.) 
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