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Words of welcome  
 

Greeting 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you  
and also with you.  
 

Prayers of Preparation 
 
A candle is lit. 

 
We light this candle to remind us that the love of God is like a 
light in our darkness. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

We praise you, our God, for all mothers who have loved and 
laughed and laboured as they cared for their children. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
We praise you, our God, for all mothers who have wept in 
sorrow and joy for their children. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
We praise you, our God, for Jesus, born of a woman and 
nurtured in her love, and for Mary, a reminder of your patient, 
waiting love. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
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Prayers of Penitence  
 

Let us call to mind our sin,  
our failure to value the love of others 
and our failure to love as Christ has loved us. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

Your love gives us life from the moment of conception. 
We fail to live as your children. 
Lord have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
You call us to do good.  
We seek our own good. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. 
 
You hear us when we cry for help.  
We ignore the cries of others. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
 

The president says  
 
May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Collect 
 

Let us pray 
 

Silence is kept 
 
God of compassion, 
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 
shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 
strengthen us in our daily living 
that in joy and in sorrow 
we may know the power of your presence 
to bind together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Liturgy of the Word 
 

 
New Testament Reading  Colossians 3:12-17 
 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with 
one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive 
each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. 
And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your 
hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever 
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
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Song of St Anselm 
 

Gather your little ones to you, O God, 
as a hen gathers her brood to protect them. 
 
1   Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you;  
you are gentle with us as a mother with her children. 
 
2   Often you weep over our sins and our pride,   
tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgement. 
 
3  You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds,  
in sickness you nurse us and with pure milk you feed us. 
 
4   Jesus, by your dying, we are born to new life;   
by your anguish and labour we come forth in joy. 
 
5   Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness;   
through your gentleness we find comfort in fear. 
 
6   Your warmth gives life to the dead,   
your touch makes sinners righteous. 
 
7   Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us;   
in your love and tenderness remake us. 
 
8   In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness,   
for the beauty of heaven may your love prepare us. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. 
Amen  

Gospel Reading 
 
 

Hear the Gospel  
of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
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Gospel Reading: John 19:25b-27 
  

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When 
Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside 
her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said 
to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple 
took her into his own home.  

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Homily 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
 

Let us declare our faith in God. 
 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family in heaven  
and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Prayers 
 

As children of a loving God who always listens to our cries, 
let us pray to the Lord who is our refuge and stronghold.  
 
For the health and well-being of our nation, 
that all who are fearful and anxious 
may be at peace and free from worry: 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
For those who are guiding our nation at this time, 
and shaping national policies, 
that they may make wise decisions: 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
For the isolated and housebound, 
that we may be alert to their needs, 
and care for them in their vulnerability: 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
For doctors, nurses and medical researchers, 
that through their skill and insights 
many will be restored to health: 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
For our homes and families, 
our schools and young people, 
and all in any kind of need or distress: 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
For a blessing on our local community, 
that our neighbourhoods may be places of trust and friendship, 
where all are known and cared for: 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
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We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, 
to the mercy and protection of God. 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

The Peace 
Through the prophet Isaiah, God says, 
'As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you.'  
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

 
Preparation of the Table 

 

  
 As the grain once scattered in the fields 
 and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
 are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 
 so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together 
 from the corners of the earth  
 into your kingdom. 
 Amen 

 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 The Lord be with you      
  and also with you.                     
      
  Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
      
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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 Blessed are you, Lord God, 
  our light and our salvation; 
  to you be glory and praise for ever. 
  From the beginning you have created all things 
  and all your works echo the silent music of your praise. 
  In the fullness of time you made us in your image, 
  the crown of all creation. 
      
  You give us breath and speech, that with angels and archangels 
  and all the powers of heaven 
  we may find a voice to sing your praise: 
      
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
  God of power and might, 
  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
  How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 
  As a mother tenderly gathers her children, 
  you embraced a people as your own. 
  When they turned away and rebelled 
  your love remained steadfast. 
      
  From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary, 
  to be the living bread, in whom all our hungers are satisfied. 
      
  He offered his life for sinners, 
  and with a love stronger than death 
  he opened wide his arms on the cross. 
      
  On the night before he died, 
  he came to supper with his friends 
  and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. 
  He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
  Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
  do this in remembrance of me. 
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 At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
  he gave you thanks, and said: 
  Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
  which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
 Great is the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died: 
 Christ is risen: 
 Christ will come again. 

 
Father, we plead with confidence 

  his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 
  we remember his dying and rising in glory, 
  and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand. 
      
  Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you 
  these gifts of your creation; 
  may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
      
  As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, 
  form us in the likeness of Christ, 
  and build us into a living temple to your glory. 
      
  Bring us at the last 
 with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints 
  to the vision of that eternal splendour 
  for which you have created us; 
  through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
  by whom, with whom, and in whom, 
  with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
  we worship you, Father almighty,  
 in songs of everlasting praise: 
      
 Blessing and honour and glory and power 
  be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  

Please sit or kneel  
  

As God's children, and heirs with Christ 
we cry in the Spirit, 'Abba', Father. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  

 
Agnus Dei 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
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Giving of Communion 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
 

  Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
The president and deacon receive communion on behalf of the 
whole praying community. 
 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
 

To be said by those unable to receive communion – or you may 
wish to say a personal prayer of your own. 
 
Lord Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy 
Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, 
I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and 
embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let 
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life 
until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and 
unending peace. Amen. 

 
Prayer after Communion 

 
   Eternal Spirit, 
 Earth-maker, Pain bearer, Life-giver, 
 Source of all that is and that shall be, 
 Father and Mother of us all, 
 Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
 The hallowing of your name echo through the universe; 
 The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the 

world; 
 Your heavenly will be done by all created beings; 
 Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
 sustain our hope and come on earth. 
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 With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
 In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
 In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
 From trial too great to endure, spare us. 
 From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
 For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

A Maori version of the Lord’s Prayer, from the New Zealand Prayer Book 
 

The Sending Out 
 
 

          The Blessing 
 
May God, who gave birth to all creation, bless you: 
May God, who became incarnate by an earthly mother,  
bless you: 
May God, who broods as a mother over her children, bless you. 
May almighty God bless you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever. 
Amen 

The Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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