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Words of welcome  
 

Hymn 
 

 When I survey the wondrous cross 
 on which the Prince of glory died, 
 my richest gain I count but loss, 
 and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
 save in the cross of Christ, my God! 
 All the vain things that charm me most, 
 I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
 sorrow and love flow mingling down. 
 Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
 or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
 that were an offering far too small. 
 Love so amazing, so divine, 
 demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

Isaac Watts (1674-1707)   Tune: Rockingham 
 

Greeting 
 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you  
and also with you. 
 
We have come together in the name of Christ 
to offer our praise and thanksgiving, 
to hear and receive God's holy word, 
to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God.  
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Prayers of Penitence  

 
What God has prepared for those who love him, 
God has revealed to us through the Spirit; 
for the Spirit searches everything. 
 
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord, 
who has prepared good things for those who love him. 
 
O God, you know my foolishness  
and my sins are not hidden from you:  
Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 

Let not the flood overwhelm me 
nor the depths swallow me up; 
let not the pit shut its mouth upon me:  
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.  
 
Hear me, O Lord,  
as your loving kindness is good;  
turn to me as your compassion is great: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 
Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive you your sins, 
open your eyes to God's truth, 
strengthen you to do God's will 
and give you the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Collect 
Let us pray  
 

Silence is kept 
 
Gracious Father, 
you gave up your Son 
out of love for the world: 
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 
that we may know eternal peace 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-6  

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the 
spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was 
full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very many lying 
in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can 
these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said 
to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear 
the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on 
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, 
and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I 
am the Lord. 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
 
 

Psalm 130 
 
1.   Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord; 
Lord, hear my voice; 
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
 
2.    If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss, 
O Lord, who could stand? 
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    3.   But there is forgiveness with you, 
so that you shall be feared. 
 
4.   I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; 
in his word is my hope. 
 
5.   My soul waits for the Lord, 
more than the night watch for the morning,  
more than the night watch for the morning. 

 
6.   O Israel, wait for the Lord,  
for with the Lord there is mercy; 
 
7. With him is plenteous redemption   
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

 
Father, we commend to your faithful love 
those who are crying from the depths; 
help them to watch and pray 
through their time of darkness, 
in sure hope of the dawn of your 
forgiveness and redemption; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Hymn 
 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy: 
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
Be there at our labours, and give us, we pray, 
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace: 
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
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Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

Jan Struther (1901-1953)  Tune: Slane 

 
Gospel Reading 

Hear the Gospel  
of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
Gospel Reading: John 11. 17, 20-28, 32-44 
  

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb for four days.  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, 
‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But 
even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to 
him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to 
him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 
the one coming into the world.’ 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary. 
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet 
and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came 
with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, 
come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he 
loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 
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Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a 
cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the 
stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said 
to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the 
glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 
upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, 
come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, and let him go.’  

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 

Homily 

The Revd Dr Laura Biron Scott 

Affirmation of Faith 
 

Let us declare our faith in God. 
 
We believe and trust in God the Father Almighty. 
We believe and trust in Jesus Christ His Son. 
We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit. 
We believe and trust in the Three in One 
 
     From the Northumbrian Community 

 
Prayers 

 
As children of a loving God who always listens to our cries, 
let us pray to the Lord who is our refuge and stronghold.  
 
For the health and well-being of our nation, 
that all who are fearful and anxious 
may be at peace and free from worry: 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
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For those who are guiding our nation at this time, 
and shaping national policies, 
that they may make wise decisions: 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
For the isolated and housebound, 
that we may be alert to their needs, 
and care for them in their vulnerability: 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
For doctors, nurses and medical researchers, 
that through their skill and insights 
many will be restored to health: 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
For our homes and families, 
our schools and young people, 
and all in any kind of need or distress: 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
For all who have died, that they may receive reassurance of 
your presence and mercy.  
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
  

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 Hymn 
 

My song is love unknown, 
my saviour’s love to me, 
love to the loveless shown, 
that they might lovely be. 
O who am I, that for my sake 
my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 
 
He came from his blest throne, 
salvation to bestow; 
but men made strange, and none 
the longed-for Christ would know. 
But oh, my Friend, my Friend indeed, 
who at my need his life did spend! 
 
Sometimes they strew his way, 
and his sweet praises sing; 
resounding all the day 
hosannas to their King. 
Then “Crucify!” is all their breath, 
and for his death they thirst and cry. 
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They rise, and needs will have 
my dear Lord made away; 
a murderer they save, 
the Prince of Life they slay. 
Yet cheerful he to suff'ring goes, 
that he his foes from thence might free. 
 
Here might I stay and sing, 
no story so divine; 
never was love, dear King, 
never was grief like thine. 
This is my Friend, in whose sweet praise 
I all my days could gladly spend. 

 
Samuel Crossman (1624-83), Melody: John Ireland (1879-1962) 

 
The Blessing 

  The Lord bless you and watch over you, 
  the Lord make his face shine upon you 
  and be gracious to you, 
  the Lord look kindly on you 
  and give you peace; 
  and the blessing of God almighty 
  the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
  be with you and remain with you always. 
  Amen. 
  

The Grace 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all evermore. Amen 
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