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Words of Welcome 
 
Hymn 
 

Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia!  
to his throne above the skies. Alleluia!  
Christ, the Lamb for sinners given, Alleluia!  
enters now the highest heaven. Alleluia!  
 
There for him high triumph waits; Alleluia!  
lift your heads, eternal gates. Alleluia!  
He has conquered death and sin; Alleluia!  
take the King of glory in. Alleluia!  
 
Lo, the heaven its Lord receives; Alleluia!  
yet he loves the earth he leaves. Alleluia!  
Though returning to his throne, Alleluia!  
still he calls us all his own. Alleluia!  
 
See, he lifts his hands above; Alleluia! 
see, he shews the prints of love; Alleluia! 
hark, his gracious lips bestow, Alleluia! 
blessings on his Church below. Alleluia  
 
Still for us he intercedes; Alleluia!  
his prevailing death he pleads, Alleluia!  
near himself prepares our place, Alleluia!  
he the first fruits of our race. Alleluia!  
 
Lord, though parted from our sight, Alleluia!  
far above the starry height, Alleluia!  
grant our hearts may thither rise, Alleluia!  
seeking thee above the skies. Alleluia! 
 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
The President says 
 

In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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The Greeting  

The Lord be with you  
and also with you. 

 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia 

Prayers of Penitence 
 
What God has prepared for those who love him, 
he has revealed to us through the Spirit; 
for the Spirit searches everything. 
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord, 
who has prepared good things for those who love him. 
 
You raise the dead to life in the Spirit: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by the Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
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Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The Collect 

Let us pray. 
 
Silence is kept.  
 

O God the King of glory, 
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 
and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone 
before, who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
Readings 

 
First Reading: Acts 1. 1-14 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and 
taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to 
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented 
himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While 
staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 
wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you 
have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
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So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is 
not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 
his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  When he had said 
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up 
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 
They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which 
is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had 
entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were 
staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary 
the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Hymn 

 
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
does its successive journeys run, 
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 
People and realms of every tongue 
dwell on his love with sweetest song, 
and infant voices shall proclaim 
their early blessings on his name. 
 
Blessings abound where'er he reigns: 
the prisoners leap to lose their chains, 
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the weary find eternal rest, 
and all who suffer want are blest. 
 
To him shall endless prayer be made, 
and praises throng to crown his head. 
His name like incense shall arise 
with every morning sacrifice. 
 
Let every creature rise and bring 
the highest honours to our King, 
angels descend with songs again, 
and earth repeat the loud amen.  
 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
 

 
Gospel Reading 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Go, and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord, and 
remember I am with you always to the end of the age. 
Alleluia. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Gospel reading: John 17:1-11 
 
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and 
said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son 
may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, 
to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is 
eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the 
work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world 
existed.  
 
‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from 
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they 
have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given 
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me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to 
them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came 
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on 
their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 
those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And 
now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 

 
            Sermon 
Revd Dr Andrew Gregory  
 

Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in God the Father, 
God almighty, by whose plan 
earth and heaven sprang to being, 
all created things began. 
We believe in Christ the Saviour, 
Son of God in human frame, 
virgin-born, the child of Mary 
upon whom the Spirit came. 
Christ, who on the cross forsaken, 
like a lamb to slaughter led, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
he descended to the dead. 
 
We believe in Jesus risen, 
heaven’s king to rule and reign, 
to the Father’s side ascended 
till as judge he comes again. 
We believe in God the Spirit; 
in one Church, below, above: 
saints of God in one communion, 
one in holiness and love. 
So by faith, our sins forgiven, 
Christ our Saviour, Lord and friend, 
we shall rise with him in glory 



page 8 

to the life that knows no end.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession  

Led by Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 
 

Lord, hear us  
Lord, graciously hear us 

 
 

The Peace  
 

God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 
 
The peace of the risen Christ be always with you  
and also with you. Alleluia.  
 

 
Preparation of the Table 

Hymn  

Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour, 
first-begotten from the dead, 
Thou alone, our strong defender, 
liftest up thy people's head. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Jesus, true and living bread! 
 
Here our humblest homage pay we; 
here in loving reverence bow; 
here for faith's discernment pray we, 
lest we fail to know thee now. 
Alleluia, thou art here: we ask not how. 
 
Paschal Lamb, thine offering finished 
once for all when thou wast slain, 
in its fullness undiminished 
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shall for evermore remain, 
Alleluia, cleansing souls from every stain. 
 
Life- imparting heavenly manna, 
stricken rock with streaming side, 
heaven and earth with loud hosanna 
worship thee, the Lamb who died. 
Alleluia, risen, ascended, glorified! 
 

George Hugh Bourne (1840-1925) 
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine Prayer 
 

Be present, be present 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 
Amen.  

 
 
 The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

The Lord be with you  
and also with you.  
 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
For he is our great high priest 
who has entered once for all 
into the heavenly sanctuary, 
evermore to pour upon your Church 
the grace and comfort of your Holy Spirit. 
He is the one who has gone before us, 
who calls us to be united in prayer 
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as were his disciples in the upper room 
while they awaited his promised gift, 
the life-giving Spirit of Pentecost. 
Therefore all creation yearns with eager longing 
as angels and archangels sing the endless hymn of praise: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
  
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
  
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
  
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
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Jesus Christ is Lord:  
Lord, by your cross and resurrection  
you have set us free.  
You are the Saviour of the world.  
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints  
to feast at your table in heaven. 
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

   Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
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because we all share in one bread.  
 
We say 
 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
Alleluia, Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 

 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 
to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 
confirm us in this mission, 
and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

 
Hymn 
 

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless king 
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through all eternity. 
 
Crown Him the Virgin’s Son, 
The God Incarnate born, 
Whose arm those crimson trophies won 
Which now His brow adorn: 
Fruit of the mystic Tree, 
As of that Tree the Stem; 
The Root whence flows Thy mercy free, 
The Babe of Bethlehem. 
 
Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 
rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angel in the sky 
can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 
at mysteries so bright. 
 
Crown Him the Lord of peace, 
Whose power a scepter sways 
From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
And all be prayer and praise. 
His reign shall know no end, 
And round His pierced feet 
Fair flowers paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 
 
Crown him the Lord of years, 
the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 
ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 
throughout eternity. 
 

Matthew Bridges (1800-1894) 
 
 
The Blessing 
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The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, 
give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
and strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen 

 
The Dismissal 

 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 
Closing Music 
 
 Invention in A Minor, J.S. Bach BVW 784 
 Recorded by Rosie Tweddle 
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