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Words of welcome 
 
Hymn  

The God of Abraham praise, 
Who reigns enthroned above; 
Ancient of everlasting days, 
And God of Love; 
The Lord, the great I AM, 
by earth and heaven confessed 
we bow before his holy name 
for ever blessed. 

There dwells the Lord our king, 
The Lord our righteousness, 
Triumphant o’er the world and sin 
Tthe Prince of peace; 
On Sion’s sacred height 
His kingdom still maintains, 
And glorious with His saints in light 
Forever reigns. 

Before the great Three-One 
They all exulting stand; 
And tell the wonders He hath done, 
Throughout their land: 
The listening spheres attend, 
And swell the growing fame; 
And sing, in songs which never end, 
The wondrous name. 

The whole triumphant host 
Give thanks to God on high; 
Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
They ever cry. 
Hail, Abraham’s God, and mine! 
(I join the heav’nly lays) 
All might and majesty are Thine, 
And endless praise. 

Thomas Oliver (1725-1799), based on the Hebrew Yigdal 
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 In the name of the Father 
 and of the Son 
 and of the Holy Spirit 
 Amen. 
 

The Greeting 
 Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you  
and also with you. 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

The Spirit of the Lord fills the world 
and knows our every word and deed. 
Let us then open ourselves to the Lord 
and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

Silence is kept.  
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
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Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive you your sins, 
open your eyes to God's truth, 
strengthen you to do God's will 
and give you the joy of God’s kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
The Collect 

Let us pray 
 
Silence is kept 

 
God of truth, 
help us to keep your law of love 
and to walk in ways of wisdom, 
that we may find true life 
in Jesus Christ your Son. Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

Readings 
 

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 19.2-8a  

They had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, 
and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the 
mountain. Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him from 
the mountain, saying, ‘Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and 
tell the Israelites: You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and 
how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now 
therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be 
my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole 
earth is mine, but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy 
nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.’ 
 
So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before 
them all these words that the Lord had commanded him. The people 
all answered as one: ‘Everything that the Lord has spoken we will 
do.’ 
 
 This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn 

 
Will you come and follow me 
 if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know 
and never be the same?  
Will you let my love be shown,  
will you let my name be known,  
will you let my life be grown  
in you and you in me?  
   
Will you leave your self behind 
if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind 
and never be the same?  
Will you risk the hostile stare  
should your life attract or scare,  
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will you let me answer prayer  
in you and you in me?  
   
Will you let the blinded see 
if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free 
and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean 
and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean 
in you and you in me?  
   
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide 
if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside 
and never be the same?  
Will you use the faith you’ve found  
to reshape the world around  
through my sight and touch and sound  
in you and you in me?  
   
Lord, your summons echoes true 
when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you 
and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go 
where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow 
in you and you in me.  
   

©1987  WGRG, Iona Community  
 

Gospel Reading 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
Gospel reading: Matthew 9:35-38; 10.16-20 
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Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and 
curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 
‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.’ 

‘See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be 
wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they 
will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; and 
you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a 
testimony to them and the Gentiles. When they hand you over, do 
not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for 
what you are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not you 
who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.’ 

At the end:  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 

 
            Sermon 
 
Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 

 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
 
We believe and trust in God the Father Almighty. 
We believe and trust in Jesus Christ His Son. 
We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit. 
We believe and trust in the Three in One 
 
     From the Northumbrian Community 

 
 
 
 
 
 



page 8 

Prayers of Intercession  
 
These responses may be used 

 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
And at the end 
 
 Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

The Peace  
 

We are all one in Christ Jesus. 
We belong to him through faith, 
heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you  
and also with you.  

 
Preparation of the Table 

 

Hymn 
 
All my hope on God is founded; 
he doth still my trust renew. 
Me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true. 
God unknown, 
he alone 
calls my heart to be his own. 
 
Human pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray his trust; 
what with care and toil he buildeth, 
tower and temple, fall to dust. 
But God's power, 
hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tower. 
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God's great goodness aye endureth, 
deep his wisdom, passing thought: 
splendour, light, and life attend him, 
beauty springeth out of naught. 
Evermore 
from his store 
new-born worlds rise and adore. 
 
Daily doth th' Almighty giver 
bounteous gifts on us bestow; 
his desire our soul delighteth, 
pleasure leads us where we go. 
Love doth stand 
at his hand; 
joy doth wait on his command. 
 
Still from earth to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ his Son. 
Christ doth call 
one and all: 
ye who follow shall not fall. 
 

Robert Bridges (1844-1930) 
Music: Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

 
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine  
  
 As the grain once scattered in the fields 
 and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
 are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 
 so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together 
 from the corners of the earth 
 into your kingdom. 
 Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer F 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
You are worthy of our thanks and praise 
Lord God of truth, 
for by the breath of your mouth 
you have spoken your Word, 
and all things have come into being. 
 
You fashioned us in your image 
and placed us in the garden of your delight. 
Though we chose the path of rebellion 
you would not abandon your own. 
 
Again and again you drew us into your covenant of grace. 
You gave your people the Law and taught us by your prophets 
to look for your reign of justice and mercy. 
 
In our unending joy we echo on earth 
the song of the angels in heaven, 
evermore praising you and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are the most holy one, 
enthroned in splendour and light, 
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 
you reveal the power of your love 
made perfect in our human weakness. 
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Embracing our humanity, 
Jesus taught us the way of salvation. 
Loving us to the end, 
he gave himself to death for us. 
Dying for his own, 
he set us free from the bonds of sin, 
that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 
 
On the night you gave up your Son for us all 
he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, 
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 
and we long for his coming in glory. 
 
As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
form us into the likeness of Christ 
and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 
 
Look with favour on your people 
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 
Bless the earth, 
heal the sick, 
let the oppressed go free 
and fill your Church with power from on high. 
 
Gather your people from the ends of the earth 
to feast with Mary mother of our Lord and all your saints 
at the table in your kingdom, 
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where the new creation is brought to perfection 
in Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  

 

We say 
 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
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Giving of Communion 
 

God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

 
To be said by those unable to receive communion – or you may wish 
to say a personal prayer of your own. 

 
Lord Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy 
Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, 
I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and 
embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let 
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life 
until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and 
unending peace. Amen. 
 

 
Prayer after Communion 

 
Eternal Father, 
we thank you for nourishing us 
with these heavenly gifts: 
may our communion strengthen us in faith, 
build us up in hope, 
and make us grow in love; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

 
 
Hymn 
 

Who would true valour see,  
Let him come hither;  
One here will constant be,  
Come wind, come weather;  
There’s no discouragement  
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Shall make him once relent  
His first avowed intent  
To be a pilgrim. 
 
Whoso beset him round  
With dismal stories  
Do but themselves confound;  
His strength the more is,  
No lion can him fright;  
He’ll with a giant fight;  
But he will have a right  
To be a pilgrim. 
 
Hobgoblin nor foul fiend  
Can daunt his spirit;  
He knows he at the end  
Shall life inherit,  
Then fancies fly away,  
He’ll not fear what men say;  
He’ll labour night and day  
To be a pilgrim. 

John Bunyan (1628-1688) 
 
The Sending Out 
 
          The Blessing 

 
The peace of God,  
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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Closing Music 
 
Allemande (BVW 828), J.S. Bach 
Recorded by Rosie Tweddle 
 

 
Copyright: Common Worship ©The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2015  
 
 


