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Words of welcome 

Hymn 
 

  Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
  Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 
  holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty, 
  God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
  Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
  casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
  cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
  which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 
 
  Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
  though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see, 
  only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
  perfect in power, in love, and purity. 
 
  Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
  All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea; 
  holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty, 
  God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Richard Heber (1783-1826) 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 
The Greeting  

 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
and also with you. 
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Prayers of Penitence 

 
God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy 
Spirit. Let us therefore confess our sins to God our redeemer. 
 

 Silence is kept.  
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive you your sins, 
open your eyes to God's truth, 
strengthen you to do God's will 
and give you the joy of God’s kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
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Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

The Collect  
 
Holy God, 
faithful and unchanging: 
enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth, 
and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, 
that we may truly worship you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
Readings 

 
Isaiah 40. 12-17, 27-31 
 

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand 
   and marked off the heavens with a span, 
enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure, 
   and weighed the mountains in scales 
   and the hills in a balance?  
Who has directed the spirit of the Lord, 
   or as his counsellor has instructed him?  
Whom did he consult for his enlightenment, 
   and who taught him the path of justice? 
Who taught him knowledge, 
   and showed him the way of understanding?  
Even the nations are like a drop from a bucket, 



page 5 

   and are accounted as dust on the scales; 
   see, he takes up the isles like fine dust.  
Lebanon would not provide fuel enough, 
   nor are its animals enough for a burnt-offering.  
All the nations are as nothing before him; 
   they are accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness.  

 
Why do you say, O Jacob, 
   and speak, O Israel, 
‘My way is hidden from the Lord, 
   and my right is disregarded by my God’?  
Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
   the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
   his understanding is unsearchable.  
He gives power to the faint, 
   and strengthens the powerless.  
Even youths will faint and be weary, 
   and the young will fall exhausted;  
but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 
   they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, 
   they shall walk and not faint.  

 

This is this word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn 
 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
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To all life Thou givest, to both great and small; 
In all life Thou livest, the true life of all; 
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
And wither and perish, but nought changeth Thee. 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all praise we would render; O help us to see 
'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee! 

Walter C. Smith (1824-1908) 

Gospel Reading 
 

 Alleluia, alleluia 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come,  
 the Almighty.   
 Alleluia. 
 
 Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
 Glory to you O Lord. 
 
Matthew 28: 16-20 
 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; 
but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 

This is the gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you O Christ. 
 

            Sermon 
 
Revd Dr Laura Biron-Scott 
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Affirmation of Faith 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
 
We believe and trust in God the Father Almighty. 
We believe and trust in Jesus Christ His Son. 
We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit. 
We believe and trust in the Three in One 
 
     From the Northumbrian Community 
 

 
Prayers of Intercession  

 
Led by Revd Prof Rob Gilbert 

 
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
At the end 
 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

The Peace  
 

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father. 
Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 
Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 
The peace of the triune God be always with you. 

 and also with you. 
 

 
Preparation of the Table 

 

Hymn 
 

I bind unto myself today 
the strong name of the Trinity 
by invocation of the same, 
the Three in One and One in Three. 
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I bind this day to me forever, 
by power of faith, Christ’s incarnation, 
his baptism in the Jordan river, 
his death on cross for my salvation, 
his bursting from the spiced tomb, 
his riding up the heavenly way, 
his coming at the day of doom, 
I bind unto myself today. 

I bind unto myself today 
the virtues of the starlit heaven, 
the glorious sun’s life-giving ray, 
the whiteness of the moon at even, 
the flashing of the lightning free, 
the whirling wind’s tempestuous shocks, 
the stable earth, the deep salt sea 
around the old eternal rocks. 

Christ be with me, Christ within me,  
Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 
Christ to comfort and restore me. 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 
Christ in hearts of all that love me, 
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 

I bind unto myself the name, 
the strong name of the Trinity 
by invocation of the same, 
the Three in One and One in Three, 
of whom all nature has creation, 
eternal Father, Spirit, Word. 
Praise to the Lord of my salvation; 
salvation is of Christ the Lord! Amen. 

Attributed to St Patrick 
Irish Melody, edited by C.V. Stanford (1852-1924) 
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Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 
The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.  

 
Holy God, 
holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 
give us the bread of everlasting life, 
and make us branches of the true vine. 
Amen. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you  
and also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, 
it is our duty and our joy, 
at all times and in all places 
to give you thanks and praise, 
holy Father, heavenly King, 
almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  
 
And now we give you thanks, most gracious God, 
holy and undivided Trinity: 
because you have given us the light of the knowledge of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ, 
that we may grow into your likeness, 
and be changed from glory to glory. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
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Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
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and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Please sit or kneel  
 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

   Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ.  
 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  

 
We say 

 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
 Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink 
in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
The president receives communion whilst people join in from their 
homes. 
 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
 

To be said by those unable to receive communion – or you may wish 
to say a personal prayer of your own. 

 
Lord Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy 
Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, 
I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and 
embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let 
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life 
until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and 
unending peace. Amen. 

 
Prayer after Communion 

 
Almighty and eternal God, 
you have revealed yourself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
and live and reign in the perfect unity of love: 
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hold us firm in this faith, that we may know you in all your ways 
and evermore rejoice in your eternal glory, 
who are three Persons yet one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
You have opened to us the Scriptures, O Christ, 
and you have made yourself known 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Abide with us, we pray, 
that, blessed by your royal presence, 
we may walk with you 
all the days of our life, 
and at its end behold you 
in the glory of the eternal Trinity, 
one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 

Hymn 
 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!  
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!  
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near,  
Join me in glad adoration.  
 
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,  
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!  
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been  
Granted in what He ordaineth?  
 
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee!  
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee;  
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do  
If with His love He befriend thee.  
 
Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him!  
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him!  
Let the amen sound from His people again;  
Gladly forever adore Him. 

Joachim Neander (1650-1680) 
trans. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) 
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The Blessing 
 

God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, 
defend you on every side, 
and guide you in truth and peace; 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 

The Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 

Closing Music 
 
 Bourée in E flat Major, J.S. Bach 
 Recorded by Rosie Tweddle 
 
Copyright: Common Worship & Times and Seasons ©The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2006  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


