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Words of welcome
Hymn

Thou, whose almighty Word
Chaos and darkness heard,
And took their flight;

Hear us, we humbly pray,
And, where the Gospel’s day
Sheds not its glorious ray,
Let there be light!

Thou, who didst come to bring
On Thy redeeming wing
Healing and sight,

Health to the sick in mind,
Sight to the inly blind,

O now, to humankind,

Let there be light!

Spirit of truth and love,

Life giving, holy Dove,

Speed forth Thy flight;

Move on the water’s face
Bearing the lamp of grace,
And, in earth’s darkest place,
Let there be light!

Blesseéd and holy Three,
Glorious Trinity,

Wisdom, love, might!
Boundless as ocean’s tide,
Rolling in fullest pride,

Through the world far and wide,
Let there be light!

John Marriott (1780-1825)



The president says

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Greeting
The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Prayers of Penitence

What God has prepared for those who love him,

he has revealed to us through the Spirit;

for the Spirit searches everything.

Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord,
who has prepared good things for those who love him.

Silence is kept.

We have lived by our own strength,

and not by the power of your resurrection.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

We have lived by the light of our own eyes,
as faithless and not believing.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

We have lived for this world alone,
and doubted our home in heaven.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

The president says
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May the God of love and power

forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by the Spirit,

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

The Collect
Let us pray.

Silence is kept.

God our redeemer,

you have delivered us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us
to eternal joy;
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through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading: Acts 17:16-31

While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed
to see that the city was full of idols. So he argued in the synagogue
with the Jews and the devout persons, and also in the marketplace
every day with those who happened to be there. Also some
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers debated with him. Some said,
“"What does this babbler want to say?” Others said, “He seems to be
a proclaimer of foreign divinities.” (This was because he was telling
the good news about Jesus and the resurrection.) So they took him
and brought him to the Areopagus and asked him, *“May we know
what this new teaching is that you are presenting? It sounds rather
strange to us, so we would like to know what it means.” Now all the
Athenians and the foreigners living there would spend their time in
nothing but telling or hearing something new.

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I
see how extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went
through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship,
I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown
god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to
you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human
hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed
anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all
things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole
earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would
search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though
indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and
move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have
said,

‘For we too are his offspring.’
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Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is
like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and
imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of
human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to
repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of
this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn

Spirit of the living God,
Fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mould me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the living God,
Fall afresh on me.
Daniel Iverson (1890-1977)

Gospel Reading

Alleluia, alleluia.

Jesus said, 'I am the resurrection and the life.

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’
Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel reading: John 14.15-21

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you
forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because
he abides with you, and he will be in you.
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"I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while
the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live,
you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father,
and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and
keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be
loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon
Revd Dr Laura Biron Scott
Affirmation of Faith

Let us declare our faith
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Christ died for our sins

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he was buried;

he was raised to life on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures;
afterwards he appeared to his followers,
and to all the apostles:

this we have received,

and this we believe.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Led by Revd Prof Rob Gilbert

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
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The Peace

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,
‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you
and also with you. Alleluia.

Preparation of the Table
Hymn

Love Divine, all loves excelling,

Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,

All thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love thou art;

Visit us with thy salvation,

Enter every trembling heart.

Come, almighty to deliver,

Let us all thy grace receive;

Suddenly return, and never,

Never more thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve thee as thy hosts above,

Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
Glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation

Pure and spotless let us be;

Let us see thy great salvation,
Perfectly restored in thee,

Changed from glory into glory,

Till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise!

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
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Taking of the Bread and Wine Prayer

Be present, be present

Lord Jesus Christ,

our risen high priest;

make yourself known in the breaking of bread.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation;
in your love you made us for yourself.

When we turned away

you did not reject us,

but came to meet us in your Son.

You embraced us as your children

and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.

In Christ you shared our life

that we might live in him and he in us.

He opened his arms of love upon the cross
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.

On the night he was betrayed,

at supper with his friends

he took bread, and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to them, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

Father, we do this in remembrance of him:
his body is the bread of life.
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At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,

he gave you thanks, and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins;

do this in remembrance of me.

Father, we do this in remembrance of him:

his blood is shed for all.

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory,
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine

may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.

As we eat and drink these holy gifts

make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.

With your whole Church throughout the world
we offer you this sacrifice of praise
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
Let us pray with confidence as our saviour has taught us

Our Father,

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil,

for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

We say

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The president receives communion whilst people join in from their
homes.
Prayer for Spiritual Communion

To be said by those unable to receive communion — or you may wish
to say a personal prayer of your own.

Lord Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy
Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion,
I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and
embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life
until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and
unending peace. Amen.
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Communion Anthem

If ye love me
Thomas Tallis (1505-1585)

Prayer after Communion

God our Father,

whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life:
may we thirst for you,

the spring of life and source of goodness,

through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen

The Sending Out
Hymn

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;

there is no shadow of turning with thee;

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
as thou hast been thou forever wilt be.

Great is thy faithfulness!

Great is thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies I see:

all I have needed thy hand hath provided--
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Great is thy faithfulness ...

Thomas O. Chisholm (1866-1660)
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The Blessing

God the Father,

by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead,
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always. Amen

The Dismissal

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Closing Music

Solfeggietto in C Minor, C.P.E Bach
recorded by Rosie Tweddle

Copyright: Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, © The
Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2008, Common Worship: Times and Seasons, © The Archbishop's
Council 2006.
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